2016 Year in Review
Match of the Year: Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura - NXT TakeOver: Dallas
I recently compiled a list of the Top 25 Best WWE Matches of 2016 (including NXT and the Cruiserweight Classic), and I can tell you that there wasn't one "really good" match on the list. Each and every selection was at least great, though the top three selections were interchangeable. Ultimately, I settled on Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura as the best bout of 2016, and it's hard to argue with that pick when you watch back this virtually perfect match. Granted, it hardly had a build-up or a story behind it, but as a dream match fans had been dying to see for years, it was an absolute masterpiece of a matchup. It was the perfect way for Nakamura to arrive in WWE while it served as a sensational swan song from NXT for Zayn as well. Anyone who hadn't seen Nakamura before was left in amazement after this match. 

Superstar of the Year: AJ Styles
I'm still in shock that at this time exactly one year ago, AJ Styles wasn't even under contract to WWE. That was merely a fantasy. But within the first few days of the year, it was rumored he was WWE bound. That alone took me by surprise, but no one could have predicted the rookie year he would end up having. Immediately following his memorable debut in the 2016 Royal Rumble match, he engaged in a fantastic feud with Chris Jericho before contesting a stellar series of matches with Roman Reigns over the WWE Championship. He then set his sights on John Cena, beat him on two occasions, captured the WWE Championship in September and has held the title ever since. He exceeded everyone's expectations and then some. Would 2016 have been as great for WWE as it was without Styles? I suppose we'll never know. 

Show of the Year: NXT TakeOver: Dallas
WrestleMania won the award for "Show of the Year" in 2014 and 2015, but not this year. WrestleMania 32 was largely disappointing, but there were a handful of excellent events this year from the main roster including Extreme Rules, Money in the Bank, Battleground and especially TLC. You could go with any one of those shows and you wouldn't be wrong, but the NXT TakeOver specials in 2016 were that much better. Dallas and Brooklyn 2 were tied for me, but I went with Dallas because Brooklyn for some people didn't surpass the previous installlment. Meanwhile, TakeOver: Dallas gave us the Match of the Year in Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Sami Zayn, Austin Aries' in-ring debut, two title changes, and an awesome NXT Championship main event. The TakeOver before WrestleMania 33 will have its work cut out for it. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Year's Highlights
· Brand Split

· Rebranding the Women's division

· Cruiserweight Classic

· AJ Styles in WWE

· Shinsuke Nakamura in NXT

· Kevin Owens as Universal Champion

· Chris Jericho reinvents himself

· The Miz and Maryse

· Shane McMahon returns

· Goldberg returns

· Dean Ambrose wins his first world title

· Finn Balor's Raw debut

· American Alpha get called up

· Baron Corbin wins in WrestleMania debut

· Corey Graves joins Raw commentary

· SmackDown goes live
· WWE Superstars cancelled

· NXT live specials

· Seth Rollins turns babyface

· Randy Orton joins The Wyatt Family

· The New Day make history

· Zack Ryder wins the Intercontinental Championship

· Alexa Bliss

· Samoa Joe captures the NXT Championship
· Talking Smack
This Year's Low Points
· The Shining Stars

· League of Nations

· Cruiserweight division

· Shane McMahon runs Raw anyway

· The Club

· Dana Brooke gets called up too soon

· Enzo Amore and Big Cass vs. Rusev

· Emmalina

· Jack Swagger moves to SmackDown

· Golden Truth vs. Breezango

· Darren Young with Bob Backlund

· Bray Wyatt's babyface run

· Brock Lesnar vs. Bray Wyatt

· The Vaudevillians

· Apollo Crews gets called up too soon

· Curt Hawkins returns

· Jinder Mahal returns

· Kalisto's United States Championship run

· James Ellsworth

· Eva Marie gets suspended

· Charlotte cuts ties with Ric Flair

· Daniel Bryan retires

· WWE Universal Championship design

· Sasha Banks' reigns as Raw Women's Champion

· Roman Reigns' suspension
