2018 in Review
Match of the Year: Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Johnny Gargano: NXT Championship Match - NXT TakeOver: Philadelphia, January 27
NXT has hosted my "Match of the Year" every year since 2015, and 2018 was no exception. The year peaked early at NXT TakeOver: Philadelphia when Andrade "Cien" Almas and Johnny Gargano clashed for the NXT Championship. It was an absolute instant classic, filled with everything from sensational storytelling to exceptional in-ring action to incredible suspense. They had the crowd in the palm of their hands from start to finish, and I would know because I was there in attendance! The only thing missing was Gargano capturing the title, but at least Almas went over clean.
Superstar of the Year: Ronda Rousey
For the first time ever, a female has won my "Superstar of the Year" award, and it isn't simply for the sake of me wanting to be "historic." Rather, Ronda Rousey more than earned this accolade with the remarkable year she had in WWE in 2018. She kicked off her year by debuting at the Royal Rumble before blowing everyone away with her performance at WrestleMania 34. From there, she continued to roll by winning the Raw Women's Championship at SummerSlam and dominating everyone who stepped up to challenge her. It's scary to think what more she might accomplish in 2019.
Show of the Year: NXT TakeOver: New Orleans
It should come as no surprise that an NXT TakeOver is running away with this award, if only because almost all of WWE's pay-per-views in 2018 (with the exception of Evolution) were decent at best. Quite honestly, you can't go wrong with any of the TakeOver events from this past year, but I'd argue the installment that emanated from New Orleans was the best of the bunch. It was a perfect card from top to bottom with several championships changing hands, fresh faces arriving with a bang, and multiple Match of the Year candidates. Needless to say, it eclipsed everything from WrestleMania 34.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Year's Highlights
· Daniel Bryan is cleared to compete

· NXT UK officially launches

· WWE Evolution

· AJ Styles' record-setting WWE Championship reign

· Drew McIntyre's return to Raw

· The Shield returns and implodes

· Rey Mysterio returns

· Influx of new talent in NXT

· Becky Lynch's career resurgence

· NXT North American Championship is created

· 205 Live gets revamped

· SmackDown 1000

· Randy Orton turns heel

· Elias turns face

· Seth Rollins as Intercontinental Championship

· Johnny Gargano attacks Aleister Black

· Mae Young Classic II

· Renee Young joins Raw commentary team

· Women's Rumble and Chamber matches

· Paige as SmackDown General Manager

· Alexa Bliss becomes Ms. Money in the Bank

· Tommaso Ciampa dominates as NXT Champion

· Roderick Strong joins Undisputed Era

· The Ultimate Deletion

· No more automatic rematches for former champions
This Year's Low Points
· WWE Crown Jewel

· Mixed Match Challenge

· Shawn Michaels' in-ring return falls flat

· Big Show aligns with The Bar

· Roman Reigns battles leukemia

· The IIconics amount to mediocrity on main roster

· Shinsuke Nakamura as United States Champion

· Brock Lesnar holds the Universal title hostage

· Baron Corbin as Raw General Manager

· Raw 25

· The B-Team's Raw Tag Team Championship reign

· Bobby Lashley's botched return

· SAnitY disappear on SmackDown Live

· Balor Club is broken up

· Jason Jordan's neck injury

· The Revival get buried

· On-and-off rivalry between Sasha Banks and Bayley

· Braun Strowman cashes in MITB unsuccessfully

· Raw squashes SmackDown Live at Survivor Series

· Greatest Royal Rumble

· John Cena vs. The Undertaker

· The Fabulous Moolah mess

· Asuka's undefeated streak ends prematurely

· Aiden English betrays Rusev

· Kevin Owens "quits" for one week
