Week of April 11, 2015
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Neville - Raw, April 6
As much as I enjoyed John Cena vs. Stardust for the United States Championship from Raw, I have to give the nod to this bout merely for what it mean going forward. First and foremost, bravo to Rollins for being one of the most consistently entertaining acts in not only all of WWE but all of wrestling right now, but you don't need me to tell you that. He makes anything he's involved in automatically gold, and it's was very cool to see his surprise opponent revealed to be Neville on Monday night. I'm skeptical as to how far Neville will be able to go in WWE (see: Superstar of the Week), but he certainly made a good second impression this past week when he battled the WWE World Heavyweight Champion. It wasn't as electric of a match as I would have liked, and I would have preferred Neville got more offense in, but nitpicking aside, it was a very good match that elevated Neville even in defeat. Rollins needed his goons J&J Security to help him win. Additionally, Neville won't have an undefeated streak holding him back now, so this was a win-win situation for both Neville and Rollins. 

Superstar of the Week: Neville
While I have had my reservations as to how far Neville can go in WWE, don't take that as a knock against his talent; as we saw on Raw this week, he is easily one of the most incredibly impressive athletes in the entire company right now. Rather, I fear his small size his work against him on the main roster, but if he can overcome that obstacle, the sky's the limit for him achieving success in WWE. He proved his worth on Monday night when he went head-to-head with the WWE World Heavyweight Champion, Seth Rollins. Not only did he have an impressive outing, but he showed he could hang with the very best the business has to offer, looking strong even in defeat. It was only three days later on SmackDown that he scored another solid victory over Curtis Axel. Now the question is what's next for the former NXT Champion. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 8
There was no way that Raw was going to beat the amazing show it had last week, but it was still a valiant effort. Personally, I enjoyed the show on the whole, as despite its shortcomings (a five minute Triple Threat main event? Seriously?), it did quite a bit to build to Extreme Rules in just a few weeks. The same can be said for Thursday's SmackDown as well, but when it comes down to which show I thought was the best of the week, the award must go to NXT. It wasn't your standard show emanating from Full Sail University but rather WrestleMania Axxess from WrestleMania weekend two weeks ago. Yes, the outcomes of the matches were predictable because we already knew who won the tournament to qualify for the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, but that wasn't the point. The in-ring action itself was excellent and all four guys involved (Neville, Finn Balor, Sami Zayn and Hideo Itami) shined. Let's not forget the phenomenal video package that aired afterward highlighting Itami's journey to WrestleMania 31. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Stardust: I can count on one hand the amount of times Cena and Cody Rhodes/Stardust have faced off in the last eight years, so not only was it something new and fresh, but the match itself was excellent. You knew going in that Stardust had no chance of winning since Cena vs. Rusev in a championship rematch has already been made official for Extreme Rules, but that didn't take away from my enjoyment of it. It also served as yet another reminder that Stardust is a terrific wrestler saddled with a stupid gimmick. Bring back Cody, already!
· Daniel Bryan, Dolph Ziggler and Roman Reigns vs. Bad News Barrett, Sheamus and Big Show: Yes, I was frustrated that they changed the advertised main event of SmackDown for the second straight week, but what we got instead was still very good. Everyone involved shined at one point or another and it was a logical way of furthering three different feuds. The final few minutes were fun as expected (it's almost mandatory in any multi-man tag team match) and the babyfaces got a good win out of it, so there's nothing worth complaining about.
· 'Miz TV': I wasn't enthralled with the match between The Miz and Damien Mizdow on Monday's Raw (more on that later), but the segment from SmackDown made up for it. The first part of it served as a plug for "The Marine 4," but the confrontation between Miz and Mizdow as well done. As seen here, Mizdow/Sandow's best attribute is his mic skills, and if allowed to talk more, he can flourish as a singles competitor.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Erick Rowan: I was tempted to put this in the "Low Points" section because I hate nothing more than when WWE throws out potential money matches down the line on TV, but there's no denying that the action itself was very solid. This could have meant so much more if WWE had actually taken the time to give The Wyatt Family a memorable breakup, but Rowan held his own and they produced a good match. If you weren't already convinced that it's time to reunite The Wyatt Family, then this should have done it for you.
· The New Day heel turn: I was expecting a more abrupt turn with the group snapping and attacking a group of babyfaces, but hey, acknowledging the "New Day Sucks" chants is a step in the right direction. I just can't believe it took management this long to realize the gimmick is a flop and come to their senses by turning them heel. As I've said time and time again, all three guys are great athletes and this ridiculous stable is a complete waste of their talent. Hopefully they drop the happy-go-lucky crap soon enough.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns vs. Ryback: I didn't mind the idea of a Triple Threat match to determine the No. 1 Contender to the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Extreme Rules, but it was blatantly obvious it was rushed. I don't what ran long, but no Triple Threat match should last only five minute. They went for their signature spots almost immediately as the bout began, and while I commend them for making the most of the small window of time they were allotted, it was hard to get invested in any of it. If you blinked, you missed it.
· Randy Orton vs. Kane: Was it really necessary to have all three combatants in the main event compete in separate single matches throughout the night? Why couldn't they have had Daniel Bryan, Bad News Barrett, Rusev and the rest of the people kept off the show fill that time? I don't want to say this was a bad match, but it felt pointless. Kane can be a good worker depending on who he's facing, but the Corporate Kane character has overstayed its welcome. The disqualification finish was anticlimactic and didn't seem to serve a purpose.
· The Miz vs. Damien Mizdow: After months and months of build, they gave away the first one-on-one meeting between these two randomly on Raw? Worse yet, its placement so late in the show was odd as officials had to have known that the crowd was going to be flat for it. The saving grace of all this is that the feud isn't over after one match (unlike Stardust vs. Goldust) and they're setting up some sort of rematch at Extreme Rules.
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: Similar to Orton vs. Kane, this wasn't a terribly wrestled match and I was glad Reigns picked up the clean win, but we've seen it so many times since the start of the year that I've simply lost interest in ever seeing it again. It's also apparent that WWE is in need of more strong heels, hence why they keep feeding Show to Reigns. The worst part is that it looks like they're on a collision course for Extreme Rules, but why? Reigns already beat him, so there isn't a need for a match, i addition to the fact that no one wants to see it again.
· Natalya vs. Alicia Fox: It's nice that there were two women with an established issue that wasn't directly over the Divas Championship, but the match was a mess. It was fine for what it was, but with Natalya, Fox and even Cameron being all heels, there wasn't any for the crowd to cheer for or care about. Contrary to popular opinion, I think the Divas division will survive without AJ Lee, but they need to start developing characters outside of those that are in contention for the championship. There's so much talent that isn't being utilized right now.
