Week of April 11, 2020
Match of the Week: Rhea Ripley vs. Charlotte Flair: NXT Women's Championship Match - WrestleMania 36, April 5
As much as I enjoyed the Boneyard and Firefly Fun House matches on both nights of WrestleMania 36, this was the real show-stealer for me. I expected nothing less going in given the track records of both women, and despite there being no fans in attendance, Rhea Ripley and Charlotte Flair still went out there and had a fantastic match. Flair has been producing excellent matches for years now, but Ripley is new to the WrestleMania stage and did not disappoint. Flair winning the NXT Women's Championship wasn't enough to ruin it for me, but I do find that decision highly questionable.
Superstar of the Week: Drew McIntyre
It isn't uncommon of WWE to put all their faith behind someone before ripping the rug out from underneath them just as they're hitting their stride. Thankfully, that wasn't the case with Drew McIntyre, who followed up his Royal Rumble victory with a win over Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania 36 that resulted in him becoming the new WWE Champion. It was an emotional moment for McIntyre, who's had to scratch and claw his way to the top over the last decade. He went on to successfully defend his title against Big Show in an impromptu match after the event went off the air.
Show of the Week: WWE WrestleMania 36, April 4-5
Current circumstances be damned, WWE delivered a terrific two-day event last weekend. It won't go down as being the greatest of all-time or anywhere near it, but on the whole, I was left satisfied with what I saw. Both days featured fun moments and the two "cinematic" matches were especially entertaining. Of course, not having a live audience hurt certain parts of the pay-per-view more than others, but as I've been saying over and over again, the company did the best that they could. I wouldn't at all mind if they expanded the event to two days permanently starting next year.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker vs. AJ Styles: I have no idea how good this would have been as a regular one-on-one match, so I'm glad they took the "cinematic" approach instead. No one had any idea what to expect from this Boneyard matchup and, as a result, it completely exceeded expectations. Undertaker looked the best he has in years while Styles' acting was actually commendable. Sure, there were elements of it that were hokey (like the druids serving zero purpose), but it was an excellent piece of business overall and a great way to close out Night 1 of WrestleMania 36. I'm all for biker 'Taker sticking around.
· Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins: This was one of my favorite matches from Night 1 and I don't think it's being talked about as much as it should be. Owens and Rollins have always had quality chemistry together, so it really shouldn't have come as much of a surprise that this was so strong. The only thing I could have done without was the non-finish in the middle where Rollins got himself intentionally disqualified. That seemed pretty pointless as it probably should have been a No Disqualification match to begin with.
· John Morrison vs. Jimmy Uso vs. Kofi Kingston: Due to The Miz not being cleared to compete, this was changed from a tag team Triple Threat Ladder match to a regular one-on-one-on-one Ladder match. Ladder matches simply aren't the same without a crowd, but they busted their asses anyway and went all out. I can understand why not everyone loved the finish, but I personally didn't mind it and thought it was clever. Either way, it was imperative Miz and Morrison held onto the SmackDown Tag Team Championship.
· John Cena vs. Bray Wyatt: The Firefly Fun House "match" was less of a match and more of a spectacle. And that was exactly why I dug it. Wyatt shines in this type of environment and his attention to detail is amazing. All the callbacks were appreciated and this was wildly entertaining for as long as it lasted for. More importantly, it's a WrestleMania win for Wyatt... I assume. Regardless, I'd be down for WWE doing stuff like this more often, especially with Wyatt and The Fiend.
· Otis vs. Dolph Ziggler: As a match, this wasn't a five-star mat classic by any means. Rather, it was about the moment of Otis getting the girl, and when he did, it was magical. I soured on Ziggler years ago because of how the company has booked him into oblivion, but to give credit where it's due, he has played his role remarkably well throughout this storyline. Putting Otis over here was the right call. My only regret is that it didn't take place in front of an audience because the reaction would have been insane. The question is where Otis and Mandy Rose go from here. Will it be one of those things where it isn't the same once they're together? I hope WWE resists the urge to have her turn on him in the near future because we all know it's coming eventually.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Tommaso Ciampa: In my opinion, this is what Edge vs. Randy Orton should have been. Yes, it was overly long and the commercial breaks took away from the action a bit, but they constantly kept things interesting and brought the intensity. I can see why people wouldn't like the "swerve" finish with Candice LeRae turning on Ciampa to help Gargano pick up the victory, but Gargano and LeRae have the potential to be a blast as as heel couple.
· NXT Women's Championship number one contender's Ladder match: As noted with the other Ladder match, having a crowd there would have made this infinitely hotter, but the ladies worked hard, nonetheless. Dakota Kai was my pick, but Io Shirai winning was a pleasant surprise. Shirai vs. Charlotte Flair could be fantastic.
· Sheamus and Jeff Hardy returning: I don't consider these "huge post-WrestleMania returns" seeing as how neither of them were gone for more than a month, but it's nice to have them back. The vignette on Hardy was well done and Sheamus killing fools is always a treat. Now it's time for both guys to be given some much-needed direction.
This Week's Low Points
· Goldberg vs. Braun Strowman: No storyline reason was provided as to why Strowman replaced Roman Reigns against Goldberg at WrestleMania 36. Strowman is still popular, but I don't agree with the decision to rush the Universal Championship onto him without building him up first. I realize WWE was put in a precarious position when Reigns walked out, but Strowman was the wrong choice because he feels like damaged goods to me. The match being a complete waste of time of time didn't help matters, either. Maybe Strowman will surprise us all with a great title reign, but I'm not holding my breath after how he's been booked in the past.
· Elias vs. King Corbin: I'm not going to pretend that I expected this to be anything more than what it was, but since there wasn't a ton I didn't like about WrestleMania, I feel obligated to include it in the "Low Points" column. They had a mediocre that had no business lasting as long as it did, especially since Becky Lynch and Shayna Baszler received less time for their Raw Women's Championship clash. On the bright side, Elias went over as I hoped he would, giving him his "WrestleMania moment" (or whatever you want to call it).
· Edge vs. Randy Orton: I really wanted to love this match after the amazing build, but I have to admit that I was let down. It obviously would have worked better with a crowd, but they could have made it as entertaining as Johnny Gargano vs. Tommaso Ciampa was from Wednesday's NXT by not repeating the same spots and dragging it on and on. Gargano vs. Ciampa was longer yet this felt like it lasted forever. I'm happy Edge picked up the victory, but the commentators treating like it was a golf game hurt my enthusiasm for it.
· Natalya vs. Liv Morgan: Putting two babyfaces I couldn't care less about against each other wasn't my idea of a must-see Kickoff match. To their credit, they tried, but Drew Gulak vs. Cesaro from Night 1 was much better despite being shorter. I found it odd that Morgan won (as she should have), yet she lost the very next night on Raw to Asuka. In other words, this served no purpose. A Riott Squad Triple Threat match would have made more sense if Ruby Riott and Sarah Logan were available.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Big Show: All of this was one giant mess. Raw should have kicked off with McIntyre's big WWE Championship victory speech, but I realize that he couldn't because Raw was taped before the pay-per-view. A sit-down interview in the back would have been better, because McIntyre making a full entrance and being interviewed in he ring was ridiculous. Worse yet, Big Show came out of nowhere to challenge him for his newly won title. Yes, the same Big Show we haven't seen on WWE TV since January and did nothing to deserve a shot at the strap. The match was designed to make viewers believe McIntyre's reign would be short-lived, but I thought the whole thing was stupid and didn't accomplish anything. What a weird way to end Raw.
· The Street Profits and Bianca Belair vs. Angel Garza, Austin Theory and Zelina Vega: I would have been totally fine with this six-person tag team match happening from the get-go, as opposed to them wasting time with back-to-back matches to set it up. It was deigned to kill television time without having to replay an old pay-per-view match, but I felt Belair should have been given the spotlight all on her own in her Raw debut without having to share it with Street Profits.
· Braun Strowman vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: This was a perfectly fine main event, but the outcome was never in doubt. I've long given up on the idea of Nakamura in the main event scene, so I never took him seriously as a threat to Strowman. Meanwhile, Bray Wyatt vs. Strowmwan could be interesting, but Wyatt is guaranteed to lose.
· The Forgotten Sons vs. The Lucha House Party: You know NXT call-ups have jumped the shark when Forgotten Sons are showing up on SmackDown. I can't get excited about this in the slightest. They were dull in NXT and I don't envision their main roster run being much different, despite their win in their debut on the blue brand.
