Week of April 16, 2016
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn: No. 1 Contender's Match - Raw, April 11
If you told me a year or so ago that the face of TNA and the former El Generico from Ring of Honor would be battling in a match prominently placed on Raw for a future shot at the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, I would have called you crazy. But alas, it happened on this week's episode, and I was excited for it as soon as Shane McMahon made the blockbuster announcement at the start of the show. Styles has been absolutely killing it since arriving in WWE three months ago and his in-ring encounter with Zayn, who has also been on fire as of late, was no exception. The two traded blows and pulled out everything from their respective arsenals, but in the end, it was Styles who reigned supreme with a Phenomenal Forearm on the Underdog from the Underground. Another early Raw Match of the Year candidate. 

Superstar of the Week: Baron Corbin
I shined the spotlight on Apollo Crews last week for his impressive rookie week in WWE, and this week I turn your attention to Baron Corbin. In his premier appearance in WWE, he won the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal at WrestleMania 32. That's a hell of a way for an up-and-comer from NXT to make their debut. His path of destruction resumed this week, and although he wasn't shown on Monday Night Raw, an excellent video package aired in his absence looking back at his reign of terror from NXT. Speaking of which, he returned to his stomping grounds on Wednesday night to make quick work of Tucker Knight before making his SmackDown in-ring debut the next night. He was introduced as the surprise opponent for Intercontinental Champion Zack Ryder, who he decisively defeated with an End of Days. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, April 11
Coming off the night after WrestleMania 32, fans are always excited for the future of WWE, but then we return to a sad slump the very next week and have a pay-per-view filled with WrestleMania matches to look forward to. Oh joy. Well, that is far from the case this year as a strong argument can be made for how this week's edition of Raw was better than last week's, and that's certainly saying something. Honestly, there was very little to complain about when it came to the flagship show on Monday night, as you'll soon see in the lack of legitimate "Low Points" (most of which are merely nitpicking). Although Shane McMahon running Raw again made little storyline sense, it's difficult to complain when everything seemed to serve a purpose, mostly in terms of building toward the pending Payback pay-per-view in just over two weeks. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns and Bray Wyatt vs. League of Nations: I did not at all think I would end up enjoying this matchup as much as I did. I mean, anything involving League of Nations always lessens my interest because they bore me to tears, but the dynamic between Reigns and Wyatt was intriguing enough to keep me invested. I think it's safe to say that Wyatt is total money as a babyface by the way. He was on absolute fire in this match, especially when he made the hot tag. It's so refreshing to see WWE finally doing something with him after so long and while he should have turned face two years ago, it's better late than never. A strong close to Raw this week.
· Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro: I really liked the series of matches these two had last summer, so of course I was excited that they rekindled their rivalry this week with a shot at The Miz's Intercontinental Championship on the line. They had the exciting affair we all knew they would and Cesaro showed no signs of wear and tear coming off his multi-month hiatus due to injury. Owens having to earn his deserved rematch was illogical, but other than that, this was an excellent match to open the wrestling portion of Raw.
· Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson debut: At long last, the former Bullet Club members have arrived on Raw! It's worth noting that WWE is referring to Gallows as Luke and not Doc on programming and on their website, so I'll stick with Luke for now. At any rate, this was a very memorable debut for the established tandem. The fact they attacked The Usos after a forgettable matchup gave Raw that "never miss a moment" feeling that has been sorely lacking since the Attitude Era. I'm anxious to find out where they go from here and if they'll insert themselves into this No. 1 Contender's WWE Tag Team Championship tournament.
· Chris Jericho vs. Sami Zayn: Needless to say, the match was great, but it's worth seeking out for more than just the in-ring action. Dean Ambrose and Kevin Owens were absolutely hilarious on commentary, and not in a way where it took away from the match. In fact, they furthered their feuds with Jericho and Zayn quite nicely afterward. This week's awesome SmackDown was capped off by this quality main event.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Tye Dillinger: Most of this week's NXT consisted of glorified squash matches, which was fine, but the main event was extremely entertaining. While Dillinger may be NXT's new CJ Parker, he is so perfect in his role that he's a fantastic foil to whoever he faces, and it was simply a bonus his opponent happened to be Nakamura. As I mentioned two weeks ago, Nakamura is such a star. The dude sweats charisma! Anyone who isn't already familiar with him (like I wasn't prior to TakeOver: Dallas), should be. He has a very bright future ahead of him in NXT if officials can stay the course with him. Is it possible we see him clash with Finn Balor in Japan eventually for the NXT Championship?​
This Week's Low Points
· Shane McMahon runs Raw again: As previously noted, keep in mind that almost if not all of these "Low Points" are me nitpicking because this week in WWE was phenomenal on the whole. Shane running Raw is undoubtedly a breath of fresh air and I'll take him over The Authority any day, but where the hell is the logic behind it? WWE credited "overwhelming social media support" as the reason he was appointed the head of Raw again, but if that was the case Roman Reigns would have been a heel by now. Essentially, the stipulation of his match with The Undertaker (who hasn't been seen since might I mention) at WrestleMania was worthless.
· The Dudley Boyz vs. The Lucha Dragons: This marked the first ever meeting between these two teams, so naturally, I was looking forward to it. Sadly, it fell well below expectations, though I was left confused more than anything else. It appeared Kalisto was legitimately injured coming out of the commercial break since he didn't get back in the ring at all, but reports have since indicated it was a work. So, what was the point? The finish looked botched, too, so everything about this match was a mess. Thankfully, Enzo and Cass saved us with their promo.
· Apollo Crews vs. Adam Rose: This wasn't a major offense whatsoever and I actually liked it, but again, I'm stretching for "Low Points" here. Crews continues to build momentum, so the only thing I can really criticize is the match's placement in the show. It occurred right before the main event, so I wasn't surprised the crowd sat on their hands for it and they had already seen The Social Outcasts earlier in the evening. Hopefully it isn't long before Crews gets settled into his first feud because squash matches tend to grow thin after a while, especially with babyfaces. Ryback could be a fine rival for him, but time will tell.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Goldust and Fandango: It's not like I hate The Vaudevillians, I simply don't care for them. And WWE hasn't given me a reason to. An introductory video of some sort would certainly help because the main roster audience has no idea what these guys are supposed to be all about. As for the ongoing angle with Goldust and R-Truth, I honestly couldn't care less.
· Bray Wyatt injury: Man, this sucks big time. My heart sank when I saw the news break on social media on Wednesday evening. Of course Wyatt would suffer an injury days after he became one of the hottest acts in the company on Raw. As I noted earlier, he has amazing potential as a babyface, and I would hate to see that get cut short with this injury. On the bright side, I've heard it's a calf injury, which might mean he could be back in the ring sooner rather than later. Besides, he will likely be working a six-man tag team match against League of Nations at Payback, so there's a chance he could be cleared to compete. Let's hope so because Wyatt is on too much of a roll right now to sit on the sidelines.​
