Week of April 18, 2020

Match of the Week:
Matt Riddle & Timothy Thatcher vs. Undisputed Era (NXT, April 15)
With Matt Riddle's partner Pete Dunne out of the country at the moment, he had no idea who he'd be teaming with going into his defense of the NXT Tag Team Championship against Undisputed Era's Roderick Strong and Bobby Fish. Moments before the bout, he found out it'd be none other than NXT newcomer Timothy Thatcher. If you weren't already familiar with Thatcher, you should be now. He and Riddle worked wonderfully together and proved to be the better tandem. Thatcher will have a bright future on NXT if his showing here was any indication.
Superstar of the Week:
Andrade, Angel Garza & Austin Theory
It isn't often that I spotlight more than one or two people for the "Superstar of the Week" award, but I'm constituting Andrade, Angel Garza and Austin Theory as one pick because of how they've been aligned as a faction in recent weeks. I'd argue they were the primary focus on Raw this week and shined every chance they had. Garza and Theory were both able to pick up victories, and although Andrade fell short of beating Drew McIntyre in the main event, he looked good in defeat. I'm looking forward to seeing more from this stable headed by the talented Zelina Vega.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, April 15
To WWE's credit, all of their shows showed signs of improvement this week. SmackDown was slightly more bearable than usual, Raw was very enjoyable on the whole, and even NXT was a two-hour treat. Of the three, NXT had the most must-see content, including the aforementioned championship main event, Karrion (don't call him Killer) Kross attacking Tommaso Ciampa, Finn Balor battling Fabian Aichner, a quality Cruiserweight clash, hype for next week, and more. Even in times of uncertainty, the black-and-gold brand continues to bring the goods.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre vs. Andrade: As a match, this could have been so much more, but what we got from them in the final few minutes of Raw was great. The real reason I'm putting this in the "Highlights" column is because of how it was set up at the start of the show. Andrade acknowledged their NXT history and how he was the one who not only took the NXT Championship from McIntyre but also put him on the shelf with an injury that same night. Storyline consistency will always get a thumbs-up from me. I also like how Seth Rollins will be McIntyre's first real challenger for the Universal Championship at Money in the Bank.
· The Viking Raiders vs. Ricochet and Cedric Alexander: The babyface vs. babyface dynamic didn't matter much here because there was no crowd. The in-ring action was very entertaining and I was happy they received as much time as they did. The finish was a bit lame, but other than that, this was excellent. I question Ricochet and Alexander losing one week after officially forming their team, but it appears Viking Raiders are being groomed for a shot at The Street Profits' Raw Tag Team Championship, so that's likely why.
· Aleister Black vs. Oney Lorcan: This marked the second straight week Lorcan has appeared on Raw, though I haven't heard anything about this being an official call-up to the main roster for him. Nonetheless, more of Lorcan is never a bad thing. He works well with just about everyone and he had a blast of a bout with Black. They beat the holy hell out of each other and maximized their minutes. Black will have a chance to quality for the Money in the Bank Ladder matchup next week and I honestly hope he wins it all.
· Money in the Bank qualifiers: Speaking of Money in the Bank qualifiers, I thought most of the ones held this week were well-wrestled and enjoyable. The only one that I didn't particularly care for was Nia Jax vs. Kairi Sane, but I can't say I expected Sane to beat the returning star. Everyone else (except for maybe Dana Brooke) made sense to advance to Money in the Bank. The qualifiers already being advertised for Raw and SmackDown have promise and I'm looking forward to them.
· Mandy Rose, Sonya Deville, Otis and Dolph Ziggler: Needless to say, this has been one of the best stories going in WWE for months and I'm thrilled that it isn't over yet. I had high expectations for the face-off between Rose and Deville from Friday night and they did not disappoint. Rose played her role well, but I thought Deville in particular shined on the mic and killed it with her promo. She made a lot of valid points, too. With Ziggler and Otis getting involved in the segment, I assume a mixed tag team match will be made for the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. I have no idea where they go from there, but I'm digging it in the meantime. If nothing else, it gives me a reason to want to tune into SmackDown, which has been far from must-see in recent months.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Akira Tozawa: I'm very excited for the matches coming up in this Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament and this was a hell of a way to kick it off. Scott and Tozawa are terrific athletes and this was very fun while it lasted. Tozawa picking up the clean win was a pleasant surprise and I have no doubt Scott can bounce back. It sent the message that anything can happen in this tourney and that Tozawa should be taken seriously.
This Week's Low Points
· WWE releases: Post-WrestleMania cuts happen every few years in WWE, but never to this extent. The current climate is obviously a factor, but regardless of whether the company resorting to these measures was absolutely necessary, it's still sad to see. To be honest, some were less surprising than others. The Kanellis couple being let go was inevitable and Primo and Epico haven't been on WWE TV in years, but anyone losing their job during a virus is unfortunate. It's entirely possible they could be brought back when this whole thing blows over, but I'm not holding my breath. There was a lot of wasted potential among those releases, though.
· Howard Finkel passes away: The awful week in wrestling continued with the news of The Fink's passing at the age of 69. I don't think it's a stretch to call him the greatest ring announcer of all-time and that he may never be topped. I can attest to his kindness, as I was lucky enough to meet him at a convention a few years back and he could not have been nicer. It's a shame we haven't heard his iconic voice on WWE TV a ton in recent years, but the impact he had on the business cannot be overstated and will never be forgotten.
· Bobby Lashley vs. No Way Jose: There really wasn't a lot to pick apart from Raw this week, so I'm nitpicking with this one. It existed to further the angle with Lashley and Lana, where Lashley is increasingly getting more annoyed by his "wife" Lana. Thankfully, a split is on the horizon, but it makes you wonder why WWE bothered putting them together in the first place. The real reason I put this in the "Low Points" column is for how WWE flew Jose to Raw for a two-minute squash match only to fire him less than 48 hours later.
· Sasha Banks vs. Tamina: Not even Sasha Banks could get a passable match out of Tamina on SmackDown. This was abysmal. The longer it lasted, the worse it got. As I've said before, Tamina should be as far away from the SmackDown Women's Championship as humanly possible, but now she has a title shot coming up at Money in the Bank. Is SmackDown's women's division really that depleted? I know they're killing time before they get to Banks vs. Bayley, but this is brutal.
· Moment of Bliss with Braun Strowman: I like the idea of Strowman feuding with Bray Wyatt, if only because it's something we've never seen before and there's a lot of history there. In fact, I'm looking forward to seeing their history revisited on SmackDown next week. The issue is that it's happening too soon and should have been saved for SummerSlam. At this point, both guys need wins, so it's a lose-lose no matter who comes out on top at Money in the Bank. It didn't help that the acting in this segment sucked. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross backing away scared after Strowman revealed that his black sheep mask was inside the gift box was ridiculous. This did not need to be as cheesy as it was, but hopefully it's a minor bump in the road of their story.
· Tegan Nox vs. Raquel Gonzalez: I'm confused as to why Nox's rivalry with Dakota Kai and Gonzalez is still going on. Kai beat her in back-to-back bouts at TakeOver: Portland and a few weeks later on NXT. They were also both involved in that Ladder match on last week's TakeOver-themed episode of NXT, so I don't know what either of them have to gain from continuing to feud with each other. This match was perfectly fine, but Gonzalez has a long way to go in the ring.
