Week of April 1, 2017
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens : No Disqualification Match - Raw, March 27
Okay, okay, so we've seen Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens face each other no less than a dozen times over the last year, and I do wish WWE would keep them apart as much as possible, but they had yet another awesome outing on Monday night. This time, with a spot in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal hanging in the balance for Zayn, they battled in a No Disqualification match. They took full advantage of the extreme stipulation by brawling all around the arena. Granted, the ending outcome was never in doubt, but it was an entertaining affair, nevertheless. 

Superstar of the Week: Naomi
You just had to know that when WWE said every woman who was healthy could compete for the SmackDown Women's Championship at WrestleMania 33, it was basically their way of leaving the door open for Naomi if she was able to return from injury on time. Sure enough, she surprised fans by reemerging on SmackDown Live this week and wasted no time in laying out her competition. Afterward, she announced her intentions to reclaim the title she never lost. She was riding a wave of momentum before she got hurt, so it's awesome she'll be able to return to her hometown of Orlando and go for the gold. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 27
By and large, go-home shows are uneventful and don't do much to move the needle in terms of getting fans more excited for the upcoming pay-per-view. That was the case with SmackDown Live this past week in my opinion, but I thought Raw was slightly more enjoyable on the whole than usual. Save for the Over-The-Top-Rope Challenge, which was a complete waste of time, almost everything on the show served some sort of purpose and was executed fairly well. Now, we can only hope that both brands can deliver a strong show on Sunday. The pay-per-view certainly has potential. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Goldberg and Brock Lesnar: Personally, I don't have much interest in at all in seeing Goldberg and Lesnar in the main event of WrestleMania, especially if it's only a few minutes long, but the final sell for their match on Monday night was really well done I thought. Paul Heyman cut one of his better promos in recent memory, Goldberg kept his mic work short and sweet, and then he delivered an earth-shattering Spear to Lesnar that came off amazing. The story they're trying to tell is that all it takes is one Spear to put Lesnar away, so this played into that nicely. Will they be able to put together a serviceable main event on Sunday night?
· Triple H and Seth Rollins: These two have had the best build of any bout on the main card for WrestleMania, which is extra impressive considering Rollins has been out injured for the better part of it. But even when he was absent from Raw, Triple H cut excellent promos that made you want to see him get his ass handed to him by his former protege. This was a strong verbal exchange from them as they hyped up their Non-Sanctioned match one last time, and I loved the teases of the Pedigree from both men.
· Neville and Austin Aries: Yes, it's a shame Aries and Neville are being relegated to the Kickoff show at WrestleMania, but as Aries said himself on 205 Live, it doesn't matter where they are on the card: They will steal the show, regardless. I firmly believe that as well. Each of their encounters this past week only added to my excitement for their upcoming encounter and it is actually unpredictable who will walk out the winner. If they're given the time they deserve and if allowed to go all out like I know they can, Neville and Aries could have the best bout of the weekend.
· The Miz, Maryse, John Cena and Nikki Bella: Did anyone honestly expect these four to have such an amazing build to their WrestleMania mixed tag team match? Each week, they have set the bar higher and higher and this week was no different. The latest impersonations of Cena and Nikki from Miz and Maryse were spot-on and Cena fired back with one hell of a promo. Also, admittedly, if Cena doesn't end up proposing to Nikki after the match, I will be supremely disappointed.
· Heavy Machinery: We received a quick glimpse of Heavy Machinery many months ago during the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. Even in their brief outing against Aries and Roderick Strong, they showed they had charisma and were at least competent in the ring. Thus, I anticipated their eventual re-debut, and they definitely did not disappoint when they returned to NXT on Wednesday's episode. As a squash match, it was longer than I thought it would be, but that just gave them more time to showcase their skills and connect with the crowd. That was incredible in itself given the latest set of NXT tapings have featured a dull audience, so these two have a huge upside.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and The Undertaker: Although this was a solid segment, I remain disappointed with how Reigns vs. Undertaker has been built up heading into WrestleMania. The feud has had its highlights, and Reigns eliminating Undertaker from the Royal Rumble match back in January was a cool moment, but where's the real heat between these two? You could have replaced Reigns with anyone and the layout of the storyline wouldn't be any different. Undertaker's rivalries feel like they have gotten lazier by the year and this program with Reigns has left a lot to be desired. I just hold out hope the 'Mania match delivers.
· Over-The-Top-Rope Challenge: I understand this was designed to hype the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal at WrestleMania, but it was too little, too late. Before this past week, only four people had been advertised for it, and now they expect us to care about who wins? This "match," or whatever the hell it was supposed to be, certainly did not help as it featured nothing but enhancement talent. Thankfully, Braun Strowman's involvement in the bout should be interesting, but I couldn't care less about it otherwise, sadly.
· Randy Orton's mind games: I thoroughly enjoyed Bray Wyatt vs. Luke Harper in the main event of this week's episode of SmackDown, but the "message" Orton sent to Wyatt afterward on the Titantron was horrific and essentially summed up everything that is wrong with this feud. Instead of reflecting on the storytelling dating back to September, they had merely focused on what has happened since Elimination Chamber with Orton attempting to get into the head of Wyatt. That was exactly what made their rivalry the first time around so unbearable. The 'Mania match should be good, though.
· 10-man tag team match: The lazy build for the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal continued on SmackDown Live when ten men were thrown together into the match at random, including the SmackDown Tag Team Champions. They're the only title holders not defending their gold at WrestleMania. How sad is that? The final stretch of this matchup was fun, but the rest of it failed to get me excited about the Battle Royal, especially given none of these men will win it.
· Alexa Bliss and Carmella vs. Becky Lynch and Mickie James: I realize there was a ton of outrage from fans regarding the SmackDown Women's Championship match being bumped to the WrestleMania Kickoff show, but what else could have realistically been bumped in its place? I have largely preferred the SmackDown women's division over Raw's since the dawn of the Brand Split, but throwing all the women into one match (sans Nikki Bella and Maryse) has been underwhelming because there is no story at stake. Naomi's return was a pleasant surprise, but she is the sole Superstar with a real motivation to want to win with the event emanating from her hometown.
