Week of April 21, 2018
Match of the Week: Akira Tozawa and Hideo Itami vs. Lince Dorado and Gran Metalik: Tornado Tag Team Match - 205 Live, April 17
Considering neither Raw nor SmackDown Live were wrestling-heavy this week, it should come as no surprise that 205 Live runs away with the "Match of the Week" award thanks to the terrific Tornado Tag Team main event. Akira Tozawa and Hideo Itami have been at odds for weeks with the Lucha House Party, and thus putting them in a gimmick match where they could shine was smart. This was all action and extremely entertaining with the competitors managing to get the crowd to care. With Lince Dorado and Gran Metalik scoring the win, one would have to assume that this feud is over. 

Superstar of the Week: Jeff Hardy
Within the matter of a week, Jeff Hardy went from being on the injured reserve list to returning on Raw the night after WrestleMania to becoming United States Champion to moving to SmackDown Live. If that doesn't make him the "Superstar of the Week," I don't know what would! His surprise victory versus Jinder Mahal on Monday night was great way to kick off the evening. It also paved the way for him to be traded to the blue brand, the same show he called home for a time in 2008-2009. I have no doubt he'll fit right in on SmackDown and continue to thrive there. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, April 18
While I was certainly satisfied by the Superstar Shake-up this year (more on that later), I didn't think this week's editions of Raw or SmackDown Live were overall amazing shows, at least not as strong as NXT was. TakeOver: Chicago isn't for another two months, but the black-and-yellow brand wasted no time in maintaining the momentum from New Orleans by putting together a terrific night of action including the in-ring debuts of War Raiders, Candice LeRae and Ricochet as well as an awesome No Disqualification match between Killian Dane and Lars Sullivan. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Superstar Shake-up: Much better. Last year's Superstar Shake-up decimated the SmackDown Live roster, but it seems WWE has rectified those wrongs with the moves made in this year's Shake-up. SmackDown is stacked at this point, but Raw didn't make out too poorly, either. I just think the star power is more evenly distributed now, which should mean that both brands will be in good shape. It should be noted that I wasn't thrilled with the format of the Shake-up for the second straight year, but at least they attempted to make more of an effort to explain why certain stars were going where and that trades were taking place.
· 10-man tag team match: This was designed to kill time more than anything else, especially with The Miz returning to SmackDown in the Superstar Shake-up, but this was a fun farewell for him on Raw. They had to officially break The Miztourage away from him, so that was well done. The match itself was entertaining and the crowd enjoyed the action. It'll be interesting to see where most of these guys go coming out of this contest since all of the babyfaces are staying on Raw, but at least we have Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn on the heel side.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Shelton Benjamin: As previously noted, Hardy is a quality addition to SmackDown's roster. I was happy to see him knock off Jinder Mahal for the United States Championship on Monday's Raw before bringing the belt back to the blue brand the next night. He and Benjamin actually faced off for the star-spangled prize on SmackDown nearly a decade ago, which is insane. It was a well-wrestled matchup and both had solid showings. Benjamin is on his own for the first time since returning to WWE, so it'd be nice for him to be used in a meaningful role.
· AJ Styles and Daniel Bryan vs. Rusev and Aiden English: Styles and Bryan teaming up was cool, as was Rusev and English being in the main event. I realize they were just there for Styles and Bryan to beat up on before Shinsuke Nakamura and Big Cass interfered, but the fact they weren't defeated by pinfall or submission was encouraging. By the way, Bryan vs. Cass? I'm not exactly sold on that feud, but I guess Cass could be revealed as the new heavy for Miz.
· Killian Dane vs. Lars Sullivan: This feud had been building for months, so it was imperative it was blown off in decisive fashion before Dane heads to the main roster with the rest of SAnitY. Giving them a No Disqualification stipulation to work with also helped tremendously because it lifted the limitations they would have dealt with and allowed them to go all out. My only nitpick of this was that it could have lasted for a few more minutes, but it was still a strong outing. With Dane leaving NXT, Sullivan can become the sole monster on the brand and continue to stack up victories. He has improved immensely this year and he will be a big time player so long as WWE doesn't rush him to the main roster.
This Week's Low Points
· Sasha Banks vs. Bayley: I was looking forward to this match for a few reasons. Firstly, we know how well they work together based off their stellar series of matches in NXT. Secondly, they have been teasing tension for so long now that I figured one of them had to turn heel here after suffering a loss to the other. Unfortunately, neither of those things happened. This was a decent matchup at best because it felt like it lacked fire up until the end, and then The Riott Squad arrived to attack both ladies. That means it'll be another few weeks at the very least before one of them turns, which is super disappointing.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Breezango: To their credit, Breezango got over as a fun little act on SmackDown Live thanks to their Fashion Files segments last year. I didn't think they were ever championship material, however, and I doubt that will change on Raw. They actually received a fairly favorable reaction from the crowd when they made their entrance, and their upset victory over Sheamsu and Cesaro was a pleasant surprise, but the match itself was nothing of note. We'll see how Breezango fares on Team Red.
· Roman Reigns promo: Having been in attendance for Monday's Raw, I can tell you firsthand that the boos for Reigns during his promo were deafening, so much so that I honestly could not hear a word he was saying. This man is so despised it's ridiculous, and it isn't even by "smart" cities. Once again, Samoa Joe roasted Reigns on the mic and it was glorious, but WWE really should be doing more to make Reigns a more likable figure, because he has come across like a heel the last two weeks. I would argue that WWE should turn him heel at Greatest Royal Rumble, but we know that won't happen.
· Jey Uso vs. Luke Harper: Singles matches involving The Usos rarely interest me because tag team wrestling is their strong suit, but at least this was kept short and sweet with the right man going over. The real reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because of what happened afterward. Naomi tried to save Jimmy from being bludgeoned, but where was she when Harper and Rowan were destroying him for the past two months? That made very little sense to me.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Billie Kay: The IIconics had an excellent debut on SmackDown last week, but the follow-up this week wasn't as good. Peyton Royce mocking Charlotte's constant complaining was hilarious, but the match that followed between Charlotte and Kay left a bit to be desired. Kay didn't look too credible in defeat and I wouldn't have had her lose clean one week into her main roster run. That said, this wasn't something that she can't bounce back from next week. It was merely a minor bump in the road, but it didn't need to happen. On a somewhat related note, I'm liking how loaded SmackDown's women's division is at the moment with Asuka and others coming over to the blue brand.
