Week of April 25, 2015
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins and Luke Harper - SmackDown, April 23
Unlike last week, there weren't many matches this week that left a lasting impression other than the main event of Thursday's SmackDown. Originally, Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins were set to go one-on-one, but thanks to involvement from Roman Reigns and Luke Harper, it was later changed to a tag team match featuring all four competitors. First and foremost, it's always awesome seeing the former Shield members share the same ring because they never disappoint. Plus, it was cool that Harper was featured in the main event of the show for once and I hope this isn't the last time we see him prominently placed. Unsurprisingly, the four up-and-comers delivered an extremely exciting match, especially down the stretch. There never seemed to be a dull moment with everyone involved having their shining moment at one point or another. It may not have had much of a tie-in to Extreme Rules, but Kane and Rollins teasing tension was enough to leave viewers looking forward to what transpires in the main event of the pay-per-view. 
Superstar of the Week: The New Day
The naming of The New Day as the latest Superstar(s) of the Week may come as a surprise to some, and I'm a little shocked myself at my decision to do so, but there's no denying they made an impact this past week. I was open to giving the gimmick a chance when it first got started last fall, but I quickly soured on it when it became clear that they weren't going to be turning heel and WWE (specifically Vince McMahon) was serious about pushing them as a babyface trio. I couldn't believe it took them this long, but management finally came to their senses and turned the trio heel. They're still singing and dancing, but at the very least, they're acknowledging the boos. On Monday, they became the new No. 1 Contender's to the tag titles before Kofi Kingston knocked off Cesaro on SmackDown. I don't want them to win gold, but they're coming along nicely. 
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, April 23
I honestly can't remember the last time I gave the Show of the Week award to SmackDown, which goes to show how irrelevant the show has been these last few months. An argument can be made that it's been mediocre for years now, but especially of late, nothing noteworthy has happened on the blue brand, despite its recent move to Thursday nights. That said, I thoroughly enjoyed Thursday's edition and thought it served as a solid go-home show before Extreme Rules on Sunday. It was by no means a perfect episode, but it entertained more than Monday's Raw did. I thought Raw was decent this week, but looking back on it now, there were several parts of the show that were just plain strange. There some things like that on SmackDown as well, but not nearly as many, and part of that might be due to SmackDown only being two hours. Either way, the bookend tag team matches were excellent, Rusev vs. Ryback was great, and there was solid storyline progression with Kane. That's about as good as it gets on SmackDown these days. 
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: I know, I know, it feels like we have seen this match a million times (and it's likely close to that), but there's no denying the fact that they always produce great matches whenever they're in ring together and their encounter in the main event of Raw was no different. It always nice to see Ziggler back in the main event for one week, and it was also encouraging that he lost by interference from Sheamus. On a Raw that didn't feature much excitement, this was a huge highlight. However, Rollins' new DDT finisher is pretty lame to say the least. I'm sure he's just experimenting with different moves, but let's hope that one in particular doesn't stick.
· Kane: I'm still shocked that Kane has managed to get himself more over recently than he has been in years, but I guess that's the power of him as a (masked) babyface. He showed awesome aggression once again this week, both on Raw and SmackDown. Typically, I wouldn't endorse him being added to the main event at Extreme Rules, but it certainly makes it more intriguing. My only fear is that all of this turns out to be a red herring, which I pray to God doesn't end up being the case.
· Rusev vs. Ryback: I've said it before and I'll say it again: Ryback should have been Rusev's opponent at WrestleMania, not John Cena. I realize Cena is the much bigger name, but these two still have unfinished business. Plus, as we saw in this match on SmackDown, they work really well together, and I wouldn't at all be opposed to them feuding again down the line. The disqualification finish protected both guys and Rusev's attack on Ryback put over the Russian Chain stipulation for Sunday.
· Dolph Ziggler and Neville vs. Sheamus and Bad News Barrett: I would have loved to have seen Daniel Bryan in Neville's place instead considering he's supposed to be facing Barrett at Extreme Rules, but with his health currently in question, Neville was the perfect replacement. He got a nice rub from being in the ring with three established talents and him scoring the pinfall win over Barrett was great. Also, Ziggler and Sheamus was furthered nicely.
· Charlotte vs. Bayley vs. Becky Lynch: A quality match from the women down in NXT? How shocking. In all seriousness, this was yet another really good match from the ladies that felt formulaic at first only for them to pick up the pace down the stretch and have a very fun Triple Threat match. Lynch is the last person I would have picked to win, but I'm glad she did. She's a fresh face in the title picture and there's a story to be told there with her and Sasha Banks. Bayley's time with the title will come soon, and it's high time Charlotte was promoted to the main roster.
This Week's Low Points
· The Miz vs. Damien Mizdow: As someone who anxious anticipated a feud between these two during the many months they were together, I've been thoroughly disappointed with how WWE has handled the feud. All three matches were total throwaway and their latest encounter on Raw felt rushed. I held out hope we'd see the blow-off match at Extreme Rules, but no such luck as The Miz is off to film another movie. Summer Rae turning "heel" was insanely predicable, but I'm fine with Mizdow losing if it means he's set to go back to being Sandow soon. If he can maintain that popularity as himself, he can be a fun addition to the midcard.
· Triple H announcement: I was excited to hear what Triple H had to say on Raw after it was hyped out one week in advance, but it ended up being nothing new from what he already revealed in a video earlier on Monday morning. With the show two months away, you'd think he would've announced who the host is going to be, but instead he wasted time telling the viewers things they already knew. At any rate, I'm anticipating the return of Tough Enough and hope it's as fun as the last season.
· Naomi vs. Brie Bella: I praised Naomi's heel turn last week because I thought it was refreshing and something completely out of left field (in a good way), but one week later, I'm confused by it. With AJ Lee gone and Paige out for the time being, who is going to be the top babyface Diva? The live crowd sat on their hands during this match because they didn't have any incentive to cheer for either of them. I have no doubt that the Chicago crowd will be hijacking the show during the Divas match at Extreme Rules.
· Fandango vs. Curtis Axel: It was cool to see Fandango turn face and bring back Fandangoing last week on Raw in England, but one week later, it's evident how short his shelf life is as a fan favorite. As expected, he wasn't nearly as over as he was in England, and thus the fans didn't care much for his match against Axel (who deserves better by the way). I'm happy they're finally doing something with the guy, but he won't be successful until he ditches the dancing gimmick entirely.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Cesaro: I was looking forward to a great match between these two on SmackDown given their storied history of having amazing encounters together. Well, silly me. The match went all of a minute (if that) before it abruptly ended with Kingston winning. While it was logically to give the challengers a singles win over one-half of the champs and I understand that, the match itself was a disappointment. All I hope is that they're allowed to go out on Sunday and steal the show, or the Kickoff show anyway.
