Week of April 28, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor vs. The Miz vs. Samoa Joe: Intercontinental Championship Fatal 4-Way Ladder Match - Greatest Royal Rumble, April 2
Considering Seth Rollins and The Miz were already set to collide for the Intercontinental Championship at Backlash next weekend, I didn't think there was a shot in hell of Rollins dropping the strap here. That said, this was an extremely enjoyable Ladder match, even if it wasn't one of the best I've ever seen. All four guys involved worked wonderfully together and had the crowd engaged in the action the entire time. The finish was excellently executed with Rollins leaping on the ladder to steal the strap from Finn Balor at the last possible second. Very creative stuff. 

Superstar of the Week: Big Cass
In all honesty, I didn't have high hopes for Big Cass upon his return to the ring from injury, and the jury is still out on how he'll fare as a singles star. So far, however, he has done well with what he's been given, specifically this past week on Miz TV. He hit his promo out of the park by establishing his character's motivations and his reasoning for targeting Daniel Bryan last week. That led him to wreaking havoc in the Greatest Royal Rumble match days later by eliminating Bryan and lasting until the end before being tossed out by Braun Strowman. Can he walk away the winner at Backlash? 

Show of the Week: WWE Greatest Royal Rumble, April 27
WWE hyped up Greatest Royal Rumble in the days preceding the event more than they did WrestleMania, which certainly surprised me. However, the company wanted this show to be as big of a deal as possible and they succeeded in that respect. No, not every match on the card was a gem (more on that later), but there were enough entertaining outings to make the five hours worthwhile. It will be interesting to see if WWE will attempt to do something similar in Saudi Arabia in the future, and whether the women will finally get the chance to compete on the card. Baby steps, I suppose. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman and Bobby Lashley vs. Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn: Strowman and Lashley make for a hell of a tag team. So good, in fact, that it makes you wonder why WWE didn't just have Lashley be Strowman's partner at WrestleMania 34 instead of Nicholas. They could have really revitalized the Raw tag team division based off how strong their chemistry together was here. Nevertheless, this was a fun match where the crowd was super behind the babyfaces. All four men remain directionless, but I'm hoping that will change after Backlash once the Superstar Shake-up fallout settles in and we get real rivalries.
· Carmella and Charlotte Flair contract signing: If you find Carmella's promos to be obnoxious, then good, she's doing her job as a heel. She isn't eliciting the wrong type of heat, either, I feel. The longer her promo went about congratulating herself as the new SmackDown Women's Champion, the bigger the pop was when Charlotte interrupted her. It was smart to not have Charlotte say a word and instead have her actions do the talking. This program is off a solid start and I'm happy Carmella is quickly coming into her own.
· Cruiserweight Gauntlet match: 205 Live took a page out of Raw's playbook from a few months ago by having their Gauntlet match take up the entire episode and giving each mini matchup enough time to shine. I found it to be pretty obvious that Kalisto was winning based off how he was the only Cruiserweight featured on the poster for Greatest Royal Rumble aside from Cedric Alexander, but the bout itself was very well-wrestled and an effective use of time. Kalisto and Alexander ended up having a great match as well, despite the crowd sitting on their hands for it.
· John Cena vs. Triple H: I was surprised to see this open the event, but it was a wise choice considering how hot the crowd was for it due to the star power involved. Although it started out slow, the final stretch was a blast and a nice trip down memory lane for those who remember their feuds from 2006 and 2008. That said, I don't believe Cena will be a regular on TV again until at least the summer, and I'm curious to find out who his next rival will be. Samoa Joe, anyone?
· AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: While this wasn't the instant classic many were hoping for at WrestleMania 34 or even on this show, this was still an entertaining chapter in the ongoing storyline between Styles and Nakamura. It definitely helps that Nakamura has been firmly established as the heel and he has been killing it in the role. The awesome entrance music he debuted on SmackDown Live this past Tuesday was an excellent way of further repackaging him. However, the finish was flat with both men getting counted out. I'm predicting a title change at Backlash next Sunday and I understood wanting to protect both men, but the fans in attendance were clearly not thrilled.
This Week's Low Points
· Bobby Roode vs. Elias: I'm all for Elias winning in clean fashion, but as a match, this largely bored me. Perhaps it was due to how there aren't any issues between them (at least not yet), but I found it difficult to care because I assumed it was a showcase for Roode in his first singles outing on Raw. And then when he didn't win, I was left confused. Roode going from coming out on top in last week's main event to losing a meaningless matchup the following week is very strange to me, unless the plan is to turn Roode heel at some point after having him endure a losing streak. I'd be in full favor of that because Roode needs it.
· Seth Rollins and Finn Balor vs. The Miztourage: This was filler more than anything else, so consider it a minor "Low Point." Balor is a man without a faction as a result of Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson moving over to SmackDown Live, so hopefully he can find his footing on his own soon enough. Meanwhile, Rollins has plenty of opponents he can defend his Intercontinental Championship against after Backlash, so he'll be just fine. I like the idea of The Miztourage looking for a new leader in the coming weeks. How about Elias?
· Jeff Hardy vs. Jinder Mahal: I thoroughly enjoyed the match these two had on Raw where Hardy knocked off Mahal for the United States Championship, but this rematch was pretty rough. That one spot where Hardy missed the Whisper in the Wind because Mahal was out of place and then Mahal took a bump like it connected anyway was awful. It's almost unbelievable that a man who was WWE Champion for six months could be capable of such a botch. On the bright side, Hardy is still the United States Champion and the belt remains on SmackDown.
· The Bludgeon Brothers vs. The Usos: The Triple Threat tag team title match at WrestleMania 34 was a glorified squash, so I figured this would be more of a competitive contest. Unfortunately, it was not. The Usos did get their fair share of offense in, but this was not the type of barn-burner these tandems had during their first feud back in 2014. If nothing else, it will be a big moment when The Bludgeon Brothers are eventually beaten by someone, though I'm not sure who that will be.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Roman Reigns: To their credit, Lesnar and Reigns had a better bout here than they did at WrestleMania. It was shorter, sure, but that in addition to the steel cage environment probably helped this match, because I'd prefer that they not waste time by repeating the same spots over and over again. Despite all that, this was a below-average world championship clash. WWE should have gotten the title change over with so we could move on from this program at long last, but they opted to keep the belt on Lesnar for whatever reason. Plus, the finish was botched because technically Reigns should have won, but Lesnar was declared the victor because he crashed through the cage wall.
