Week of April 30, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Rusev - Raw, April 25
It was another one of those weeks that was light on in-ring action, which was understandable considering WWE had a pay-per-view to promote with Payback on Sunday. Even NXT didn't feature any standout matches this week, and although there were a few matchups on Raw that were well-wrestled, I wouldn't consider any of them worthy of the Match of the Week award. That said, I went with the bout that I enjoyed the most on Monday night, and that was Sami Zayn vs. Rusev. I'll discuss the video package highlighting Zayn's storied feud with Kevin Owens that preceded this contest a little later on, but the bout itself was very good. Zayn has always worked well in the underdog role, and seeing as how he's lost more than he's won as of late, he was in need of a victory before Payback and Rusev was the perfect opponent for him to beat. 

Superstar of the Week: Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson
As they said themselves, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson have officially arrived in WWE, and they couldn't have come over any sooner. The overall product has been better since WrestleMania, but I'd be lying if I said anything else has piqued my interest more than these two have in the last two weeks. They had everyone talking by the end of this past week in WWE, starting with their impressive debut match on Raw against The Usos. The match went longer than I would have liked, but the ending result was what it should have been with Gallows and Anderson defeating the duo. They had their various run-ins with Roman Reigns on Raw and SmackDown, and they continued to tease an alliance with AJ Styles. Will they help their former Bullet Club stablemate win the WWE World Heavyweight title on Sunday night, or do they have an ulterior motive? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, April 25
Once again, it's important to keep in mind that this entire week in WWE was designed to hype the card for Payback, and not as focused on delivering memorable moments or exceptional in-ring action. For the second straight week, Raw and SmackDown were relatively tamer than they were coming out of WrestleMania, but that isn't to say they were unsuccessful in what they set out to do. In fact, I'm significantly more excited for the upcoming event than I was one week ago, and that's certainly saying something. As noted, no matches from Monday night's Raw stood out in my mind, but each match advertised for the pending pay-per-view was built up effectively. The drama involving AJ Styles, Roman Reigns, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson was well done and ended the evening on a high note. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. Sheamus: Imagine how much more meaningful of a match this would have been two or three years ago when Sheamus was still, you know, a threat. I've gone on record in the past in talking about how I was hopeful he could have been a top heel upon his return from injury last year, but of course that didn't pan out too well. If nothing else, he remains an above-average wrestler and can have a good match with the right opponent, such as Styles. The crowd never bought into the possibility of Sheamus winning, but it was still a well-wrestled matchup that gave Styles a necessary victory before he faces Roman Reigns on Sunday.
· Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho: I've thoroughly enjoyed what we've seen from these two on the whole since the start of the feud, but their segment on Raw was easily the best thing we've seen yet from them. That was the verbal battle I thought we would get a few weeks ago, but better late than never. Jericho continues to fire on all cylinders as a heel. Meanwhile, Ambrose is exceptional when in serious mode like he was here. The subsequent brawl was also a nice preview of what to expect in their Payback match.
· Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens video package: I don't usually discuss this type of thing in the "Highlights" column, but it was too tremendous to not mention. The video package that aired on Raw highlighting the long running rivalry between these two was fantastic and covered pretty much every aspect of their feud dating back all the way to NXT TakeOver: R Evolution a year and a half ago. Sometimes it stuns me that WWE doesn't do this for more of their storylines, but that said, it makes them feel special when WWE does put together a video package for feuds worthy of them. I'm anticipating this match more than anything else.
· League of Nations split up: Did this come out of nowhere storyline-wise? Yes. Am I complaining they have finally gone their separate ways? No. I have said since the start that the group had potential to be something special, but it was poor timing considering every member of the group was a glorified loser. They might find more success on their own because I couldn't have cared less about them together.
· Samoa Joe wins the NXT Championship: I wrote last week's edition of the Week in Review before this happened at the NXT live event in Lowell that I was in attendance for on Thursday night (my bad!), so I neglected to mention it. But I'll talk about here instead. What a shocker! WWE/NXT hasn't pulled off this kind of swerve in some time. I loved the move, and not just because I was there to see it. Joe has been overdue a title run in NXT, and I'm ecstatic he's at long last in possession of the prestigious prize. It adds a sense of unpredictability to the live events, and furthermore, it clears up Finn Balor for a main roster call-up, which could be happening sooner rather than later depending on what happens at Payback.
This Week's Low Points
· Stephanie McMahon returns: In defense of this segment, I will say this much: Stephanie and Shane have great chemistry together (and obviously so because they're siblings), so it was enjoyable for that reason. But I absolutely hate the idea of The Authority returning to WWE TV this soon. Granted, only Stephanie showed up on Monday night and Triple H was nowhere to be seen, but you have to assume he won't be far behind. I imagine the direction going forward will be Stephanie and/or HHH vs. Shane for control of Raw, and while that could be fun, I'm done with power struggles in WWE. That narrative has been done to death over the past 15 years.
· Roman Reigns vs. Alberto Del Rio: It's no wonder the viewership for Raw this week drastically dropped off in the third hour. No one cared to see Reigns vs. Del Rio in the main event, and why should they have? Reigns is all right in his tweener role, but in his matches, he acts like a babyfaces. And Hartford booed him out of the building, so it isn't just the "smart" cities. As for Del Rio, he hasn't meant anything in ages, so it's no surprise that this match died a death. At least what happened afterward saved the show.
· Natalya vs. Emma: They made decent use of the time they were allotted and had a passable match, but of course, it could have been so much more had it not been a throwaway match. More importantly, why was Emma taking the loss to Natalya here? Isn't that why people like Alicia Fox are still on the roster? Emma is seemingly in the midst of a rivalry with Becky Lynch at the moment, but other than their one backstage segment the week after WrestleMania, they haven't had any interaction at all on TV. It would have been logical for Lynch to cost Emma her match versus Natalya. I would have been content with that, but nope.
· Apollo Crews vs. Stardust: Both bouts on Raw and SmackDown were fine for what they were, and Crews once again looked impressive, but it's depressing how far Stardust has fallen. I've essentially lost all hope for a Cody Rhodes return at this point. I'm not saying we'll never see another incarnation of that character again, but I'm done speculating when it will be because he's become a jobber.
· Carmella vs. Aliyah: There wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, but because I was short on "Low Points" this week, I thought I would include it (and no, I wouldn't have done that if I didn't have a reason to). Aliyah was introduced to us on "Breaking Ground" and this was her singles debut for the brand. She seems to be better in the ring than she was many months ago, but she still has a ways to go. As for Carmella, it will be interesting to see where she goes from here. At the time this was taped, Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady had yet to debut on the main roster, and she isn't with them. She's improved immensely over the past year, but she could be better, and I think in time she will be.
