Week of April 4, 2015
Match of the Week: Brock Lesnar vs. Roman Reigns (vs. Seth Rollins) - WrestleMania 31, March 29
Isn't it amazing how a match most of us were were least looking forward to going into WrestleMaina 31 ended up being the best bout on the show? Give credit where credit is due: everyone involved played their part to perfection, even Roman Reigns. Despite how much you may despise him, Reigns was absolutely excellent in his role here. Sure, I wasn't a huge fan of how he was made out to look like John Cena-lite by smiling when having pain inflicted on him and kicking out of three F-5s, but he still had a hell of showing. Brock Lesnar was clearly the fan favorite here and his unrelenting onslaught on Reigns was nothing short of epic. Reigns wasn't ready to win the gold and Lesnar couldn't be champ for much longer, so what do you do? Have Seth Rollins cash in Money in the Bank, that's what. In the most brilliantly booked finish I've seen in quite some time, Rollins cashed in mid-match (becoming the first to do so at WrestleMania) to capture the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. I'm already anticipating a rematch between these three competitors. 

Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
Name me a better booked Superstar in the last year than Seth Rollins. I had my doubts when he turned heel last June, but coming out The Shield, he's transformed into the hottest heel in all of WWE. From becoming Mr. Money in the Bank to his victory in the main event of Hell in a Cell over Dean Ambrose to his consistently excellent work inside the ring, Rollins has proven himself worthy of carrying this company into the future as WWE World Heavyweight Champion. At WrestleMania 31, he made history when he became the first man in history to cash in mid-match and on the grand stage, walking out with the title in tow. It was a well deserved championship victory and a long time coming at that. With Rollins at the helm of WWE and an array of opponents to work with, the next few months of programming are shaping up to be must-see. 

Show of the Week: WWE WrestleMania 31, March 29
I don't know about anyone else, but I went into WrestleMania 31 with my standards set pretty low. That isn't to say I wasn't excited for the event but rather I was aware there was a realistic chance that it could be a massive flop. I said on countless occasions that the show could be either very good or very bad, and thankfully, it fell in the former category. Even those with high expectations had to have been satisfied as it was that amazing of a WrestleMania. There's always so much talk of "WrestleMania moments" and this installment of the event was full of them. Whether it was Daniel Bryan winning the Intercontinental Championship or Randy Orton's phenomenal RKO out of nowhere or The Undertaker's long awaited return to the ring, there were many moments from this show that stood out to be as being truly great. And who can forget the epic ending of Seth Rollins taking home the WWE World Heavyweight Championship? Where it ranks among the greatest WrestleManias of all-time is debatable, but it's undoubtedly up there on the list. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker vs. Bray Wyatt: While this wasn't close to being on the level of Undertaker's past classics at WrestleMania, it was exactly what I expected it to be: a good match. It was a lose-lose situation when it came t the victor, but Undertaker needed the win more seeing how it would have been unrealistic to think Undertaker would lose for two straight years. Wyatt looked good in defeat, but now the question is what's next for him. As for Undertaker, he looked ten times better than he did last year, both physically and in the ring, so the chances of him competing at WrestleMania 32 next year are likely. Sting, anyone?
· The Rock and Ronda Rousey: First and foremost, massive props to The Rock for making the trip from New York City to Santa Clara overnight. Regardless of whether he's wrestling or not, it's always cool to see him on the grand stage and this was a memorable segment to be a part of. As a casual viewer of UFC, words can't describe how cool it was to see Ronda Rousey in a WWE ring. It remains to be seen whether it will lead him to one day competing a match (it has to, right?), but for what this was, it was awesome. Did it run a little long? Sure, but they definitely made it worthwhile.
· Randy Orton vs. Seth Rollins: You knew going in that these two were going to have the show-stealing match of the night and they did not disappoint. It was easily the best wrestled match on the entire card and both Rollins and Orton shined throughout. What more can be said about that phenomenal finish? I've watched it back at least a dozen times by now and it never ceases to amaze me. Orton's has been on fire lately, and as we would soon learn, the loss didn't do any damage to Rollins.
· Intercontinental Championship picture: Everything involving the Intercontinental Championship this past week was great. The Ladder match exceeded expectations at WrestleMania, Daniel Bryan and Dolph Ziggler contested a great title match on Raw, and Sheamus' long awaited return only made things more interesting. Some may see Bryan as Intercontinental Champion as a demotion for him, but there's no denying that him holding that belt lends it more credibility, and if booked properly, he can have a great reign with the title. On a side note, Sheamus already feels fresh for the first time in years with his new heel persona and I'm excited to see where he fits in all of this.
· Brock Lesnar's Raw rampage: Lesnar is an absolute animal. If that was evident to you before, it is now after Raw this week. His complete annihilation of the announcers was excellent (he did us all a favor) and added to the chaotic feel of the show. The suspension was a wise way of explaining his absence until SummerSlam and a one-on-one match against Rollins would be money. I love the fact he was never pinned at WrestleMania because it allows him to maintain that momentum from when he broke The Streak last year.
· John Cena vs. Dean Ambrose: Was it just me or was this significantly better than Cena's WrestleMania match with Rusev? I know most people were exciting a surprise for Cena's opponent (i.e. and NXT call-up), but he and Ambrose worked a great match. It felt fresh and it left me wanting to see them work against each other down the line. If this is what we're in for with Cena as U.S. Champion, it will do a lot to make that belt mean something again.
· Neville and The Lucha Dragons: It's about time Neville ended up on the main roster and it was met with a massive response from the live crowd on Raw. My only fear is that he'll get lost in the shuffle, but time will tell. As for The Lucha Dragons, they've been working Main Event and Superstars for a few weeks now, so it was nice to see them arrive on Raw. They are exciting additions to an otherwise stagnant tag team division.
This Week's Low Points
· Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal: I didn't mind the Battle Royal itself, but let's just say if there was any match that deserved to be bumped from the main WrestleMania card, it was this one. I might be kinder to this match had Big Show not won it. To me, that overshadows everything else in this match because it was pointless and another younger star (i.e. Damien Mizdow) could have benefited from it. That's not to mention his forgettable eliminations of Hideo Itami and others. At the very least, it was good to see Mizdow finally split from The Miz. It made for a memorable moment and it was a long time coming.
· Triple H vs. Sting: It's been interesting to see the mixed response this match has gotten since WrestleMania. Personally, I enjoyed it, but I can certainly understand the criticisms against it. The interference from D-Generation X and the nWo was random as all hell, but I got a kick out of it and it was intended to put an official end to the Monday Night War (even thought it ended over a decade ago). If they were going to shake hands afterward, why not just have Sting win the match? On the bright side, Sting looked good in the ring and I'd hope this isn't the last we see of him in a WWE ring.
· John Cena vs. Rusev: It's not that the match was bad; in fact, it was pretty good. Rather, it paled in comparison to their match from WWE Fastlane and this encounter never really got going before it abruptly ended. I'm not too bummed with Rusev finally losing to Cena because we all saw it coming many months ago, but the fashion in which the match ended was disappointing. One Attitude Adjustment to put Rusev away? Really? If nothing else, Cena winning the U.S. title was a WrestleMania moment.
· Randy Orton, Roman Reigns and Ryback vs. Seth Rollins, Big Show and Kane: This would have been a fine main event of Raw any other week, but it simply wasn't acceptable for the night after WrestleMania when fans have come to expect the unexpected, not the same old crap. I've seen some "hate" for the rowdy crowd for hijacking the main event, but truth be told, they had every right to as WWE should have known better. Any combination of The Authority teaming up in six-man tag team match got old weeks ago. The chants were what made this at least somewhat entertaining.
· Rusev vs. Goldust: The commentators questioned why Rusev wouldn't have answered John Cena's open challenge for the United States Championship earlier in the evening but then stated he probably wasn't in the building. So why did he come out later in the night to compete against Goldust? That was never explained and I doubt it'll get explained this week on TV. It probably would have been best to save Rusev for SmackDown instead. This was your typical squash match, but it killed any crowd interest right before the main event. Furthermore, it's a shame to see Goldust being relegated to jobber status on his way out.
· AJ Lee retires: I assumed it was bound to happen sooner or later, but timing of the announcement was bizarre. Why bother coming back from her hiatus a few months ago? At the very least, it's nice she got one more final run before retiring and picked up wins at WrestleMania and on Raw before calling it a career, but it would have been nice if she was allowed to make the announcement herself on Raw. Nevertheless, the Divas division will be missing a key player with her now gone.
· Jason Jordan vs. Tye Dillinger: With CJ Parker gone, does that make Dillinger NXT's new defacto No. 1 jobber? I'm only half-joking when I say that, and it's a shame because I think Dillinger has a lot of potential. Officials must see something in Jordan that I can't, but if there is something there with him, he wasn't able to showcase his skills in this match. Dillinger has too much talent to be put to waste.
