Week of April 4, 2020
Match of the Week: Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic vs. Damian Priest: NXT North American Championship Triple Threat Match - NXT, April 1
Keith Lee's NXT North American Championship defenses never disappoint. His Triple Threat title defense against Dominik Dijakovic and Damian Priest on Wednesday's NXT was no exception. Lee and Dijakovic always work well together and throwing Priest into the mix proved to be a brilliant idea. Even without a live audience, these three busted their butts and put in an excellent effort. Dijakovic came close to capturing the gold on multiple occasions, but in the end, he fell short of defeat. This was the perfect kickoff for the next few weeks worth of TakeOver-level matches on NXT. 

Superstar of the Week: The Undertaker
Would it be a stretch to say that the promo The Undertaker cut at the beginning of Monday's Raw was among his best ever? It was certainly his most memorable in many years. That's because he came across like an actual human being for a change and played it straight, not spewing nonsense for five minutes. Look, I love the Deadman character as much as anyone, but he's reached a point where he needs to evolve again and he showed signs of that in his latest promo. Needless to say, I am now infinitely more excited for Undertaker vs. Styles at WrestleMania 36 than I was before. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 30
It would be silly to argue that Raw that is better off in an empty arena because of how strong the last few episodes have been in my opinion. That would be ridiculous. However, WWE has definitely made the most of an unfortunate situation by focusing more on mic work and knocking it out of the park. Edge, Paul Heyman, Kevin Owens and Becky Lynch all cut top-notch promos on Monday night. Plus, the two pay-per-view match replays were enjoyable and the sole six-man tag team affair was well wrestled. Props to the Raw writing team for consistently finding ways to effectively fill the three hours. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Paul Heyman promo: As one of WWE's best talkers, Heyman cutting another excellent promo at the end of Raw this week was hardly surprising. It's a shame Drew McIntyre didn't have a chance to offer a rebuttal (more on that in the "Low Points" column), but I applaud Heyman for doing an effective job once again of getting me hyped for Brock Lesnar vs. McIntyre this weekend at WrestleMania 36. Honestly, his prediction that Lesnar could be walking into WrestleMania 37 still the WWE Champion considering he was Universal Champion for 500 years at one point. For the fans' sake, I hope that won't be the case.
· Edge promo: I don't think there can be any argument that Edge vs. Randy Orton has been the best built match going into WrestleMania. The mic work from both men has been absolutely exceptional and Edge's latest promo was phenomenal. His response to Orton was well done and he set the stage well for their upcoming Last Man Standing matchup. I also thought the promo being taped from the back was a very nice touch and proves that you don't need an audience for this type of stuff (though it helps).
· Kevin Owens and The Street Profits vs. Seth Rollins, Angel Garza and Austin Theory: Of the three matches that happened on Raw this week, this was the only one that was actually competitive. Theory had a solid showing, but I'm still skeptical of him being the one to replace Andrade in the Raw Tag Team Championship match at 'Mania. The biggest reason why I put this in the "Highlights" column was because of Owens' post-match promo. He hasn't many gems on the mic lately, but this was a fantastic piece of business.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: I was really hoping WWE would save this first-time-ever encounter for when it actually meant something considering how both men have been looking forward to facing each other in WWE for years. Unfortunately, it was thrown out on SmackDown with zero prior hype. On the bright side, it was fun while it lasted and made me want to see them face off in a full-length matchup down the road. Maybe a future Intercontinental Championship feud?
· Otis and Mandy Rose reveal: Dolph Ziggler's match with Tucker wasn't anything out of the ordinary and likely lasted as long as it did to kill television time. The stuff that followed, however, was perfectly executed with it being revealed that Sonya Deville and Dolph Ziggler sabotaged Otis' Valentine's Day date with Mandy. Most of us saw this coming from the get-go, but it played out wonderfully and I'm glad they dragged out the storyline on the road to WrestleMania. It's a bummer that there was no crowd there to give this the reaction it deserved, but I was happy nonetheless to see Otis finally get the girl... kind of. Okay, so we probably won't find out what will happen with Otis and Mandy becoming an item until WrestleMania, but I have a good feeling.
This Week's Low Points
· No Drew McIntyre: I enjoyed most of what went down on Raw this week, so I don't have any formal "Low Points" for the episode aside from McIntyre not making an appearance. As terrific as Paul Heyman's mic work was, we heard him cut a similar promo on a recent show, so it would have been nice to hear from McIntyre on the final Raw before WrestleMania 36. Unless he's been in quarantine (which has never been confirmed), there is no excuse for not featuring him on Raw in the remaining weeks before he challenges for the WWE Championship. Thankfully, he already had plenty of momentum, so this is merely a minor nitpick.
· WrestleMania card changes: Regardless of whether WrestleMania delivers or not, there can be no doubt that the build for the pay-per-view has been a complete mess. Of course, most of that has been out of WWE's hands due to the current circumstances, but the many card changes have been puzzling. Austin Theory replacing Andrade was a questionable call and I understand why The Miz had to be pulled, but the announcement of Braun Strowman randomly replacing Roman Reigns as Goldberg's opponent was incredibly lazy.
· Tamina vs. Naomi vs. Lacey Evans: I'm well aware that the sole reason this Triple Threat existed was to give Tamina a victory before she challenges the SmackDown Women's Championship in the Fatal 5-Way, but I can't say it was successful. Not only was the match terrible, it also failed to get me to care about her any more than I did before. She even laid out Sasha Banks and Bayley afterward and I still find see a scenario where she walks out of WrestleMania with the title. Here's hoping she disappears from WWE TV again after this weekend.
· Velveteen Dream vs. Bobby Fish: This was an enjoyable opener, but I put it in the "Low Points" column because the lack of live audience really hindered it. Obviously, the same can be said for most matches, but it's even more apparent in Velveteen Dream matches because his character plays off the audience quite a bit. At least Dream beat another member of Undisputed Era. I assume he and Adam Cole will clash for the NXT Championship soon enough.
· Kushida vs. Joaquin Wilde: As a match, this was perfectly fine and was fun at points, but I have a bigger issue with the booking of both men as of late. Kushida signed with WWE almost exactly one year ago but has done very little of note in that time. He never seems to win when it matters most and doesn't have the slightest bit of direction at the moment. I'm stunned he hasn't entered the NXT North American Championship picture yet. As for Wilde, his problem is that he's still a babyface despite being a natural heel. How they haven't already turned him is beyond me, but fingers crossed his latest loss to Kushida will be what pushes him over the edge. It's worth noting that, like Raul Mendoza, he was abducted outside post-match, so I'm curious where that's leading to.
