Week of April 6, 2019
Match of the Week: Johnny Gargano vs. Adam Cole: NXT Championship 2-out-of-3 Falls Match - NXT TakeOver: New York, April 5
NXT has had its fair share of instant classics over the years, but I think we just witnessed the greatest NXT match of all-time in the main event of TakeOver: New York. Yes, it would have been that much sweeter for Johnny Gargano to beat his longtime Tommaso Ciampa for the NXT Championship, but Adam Cole was more than a suitable replacement. The layout of this 2-out-of-3 Falls bout was just brilliant with everything they did serving a purpose and telling a story. The third and final fall was especially exceptional, and the reaction to Gargano becoming champion was surreal.
Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
It's been years since we've seen someone this focused and this ready to take on Brock Lesnar. Seth Rollins proved that on Monday's Raw when he confronted The Conqueror, leveled him with a low blow, and laid him out with the Stomp. It was an incredible moment that offered a nice taste of what might (and hopefully will) happen on Sunday. He has been riding a wave of momentum on and off for over a year now, and if this past week was any indication, Rollins just be the one to slay the beast and take home the Universal Championship at WrestleMania.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: New York, April 5
Needless to say, this should be a slam dunk, as Friday's extraordinary NXT TakeOver: New York event kicked off WrestleMania 35 weekend in a major way. Every TakeOver up to this point has ranged from good to great to amazing, but the latest installment was on an entirely different level. All five matches were special in their own way and were nothing short of spectacular. The women had a fun Fatal 4-Way, Pete Dunne and WALTER went to war, the tag team title opener was outstanding, Velveteen Dream and Matt Riddle killed it, and the main event was the best bout in the history of the black-and-gold brand.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey, Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair brawl: On one hand, this was completely ridiculous. On the other, it was insanely entertaining. Look, the build to this Triple Threat at WrestleMania has left a lot to be desired all things considered, and the six-woman tag team match they had with The Riott Squad on Raw wasn't going to make me any more hyped than I was before. However, this was a valiant attempt and I thought the angle came across really well. Yes, it's silly to assume they would be released from prison the very next day, but the crowd was into this, which is why it should have closed the show.
· The Revival vs. Aleister Black and Ricochet: The Revival have been doing a lot (and I mean, a lot) of losing since becoming Raw Tag Team Champions, but at least they always turn it up a notch when the lights are on bright and their gold is up for grabs. This was an excellent tag team title match with strong showings from all four men. The pace was perfect and the nearfalls were suspenseful. The finish couldn't have been booked better with Revival winning by count-out, protecting Black and Ricochet in defeat.
· WWE Championship contract signing: Unlike the "Winner Take All" WrestleMania main event, the Daniel Bryan vs. Kofi Kingston story has been handled extremely well heading into the pay-per-view. They've largely done and said it all over the past two months, but this was still a solid segment with great passionate promos from Bryan and Kingston. I'm really looking forward to their WWE Championship clash on Sunday and fully expect it to steal the show. Time will tell whether WWE will give Kingston his moment to shine on the grandest stage of them all.
· The Kevin Owens Show with AJ Styles and Randy Orton: Is anyone else concerned that Kevin Owens isn't scheduled to compete at WrestleMania as of now? There was no mention here of what he might be doing on the show. Nevertheless, I've been thoroughly enjoying the Styles vs. Orton feud and found their latest interaction to be entertaining. Here's hoping they're given the time they deserve for their 'Mania match.
· Oney Lorcan vs. Kalisto: I've been singing the praises of Lorcan for a while now, so I'm stoked that he's officially joined the Cruiserweight division. That means he's making appearances on three different shows at the moment (205 Live, NXT, and NXT UK). He's a hell of a talent and should be a quality addition to the roster. In a bit of a fun fact, Lorcan made his SmackDown Live debut back in 2016 in a quick squash against Kalisto, so it was cool they had the chance to go at it again here with Lorcan coming out on top this time. It was a very well-wrestled matchup with the win for Lorcan establishing him as a credible threat going in his program with Cedric Alexander. Their initial encounter was excellent, so I can't wait for the rematch.
This Week's Low Points
· Baron Corbin vs. Rey Mysterio: What the hell was the point of this? Mysterio was originally supposed to go one-on-one with Kurt Angle on Monday's Raw before plans changed, and what we got instead was significantly worse. There was nothing exciting or interesting about this whatsoever, which begs the question of why WWE put it in the main event slot in the first place. Sure, Angle slapping his patented ankle lock on Corbin on the top of the stage afterward was a cool visual and sent the crowd home happy, but the backstage brawl with the women would have been a far better way to get fans amped up going into WrestleMania.
· Heavy Machinery vs. Bobby Roode and Chad Gable: Speaking of meaningless matches, this was a glorified waste of time. All four of these guys will be in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal on Sunday, but that's about it. I've definitely said this before, but it's high time WWE split up Roode and Gable. They've made for a fun team over the past seven months, but both guys have so much untapped potential on their own, so I'm selfishly hoping this was designed to plant the seeds for a breakup. Otherwise, I couldn't care less.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Apollo Crews: If you couldn't already tell, Raw was a chore to get through this week. That's pretty bad when you consider it was the go-home show for WrestleMania. And no, this was not technically a Lumberjack match despite the many Superstars surrounding the ring. The only positive thing I can say about this is that it was kept relatively short and sweet, and that if only for one week, Crews was spotlighted. That said, he is not my pick to win the Andre Battle Royal. I'm sticking with Braun Strowman, who is sadly every bit as directionless as these losers right now.
· 18-person tag team match: Good grief, this was total throwaway. You had to know from the moment it was announced that it was going to be one giant mess, but WWE dragged it out anyway and took up valuable television time on SmackDown Live. Asuka and The Hardy Boyz being in there broke my heart because they belong in bigger matches at WrestleMania, not competing in inconsequential Battle Royals.
· SmackDown Tag Team Championship match announcement: Prior to this past week, there was no sign of the SmackDown Tag Team Championship being defended at WrestleMania. Fans have been clamoring to see The Hardy Boyz challenge The Usos at the Show of Shows, but WWE went in a different direction all together by announcing a random Fatal 4-Way for 'Mania with The Usos, Aleister Black and Ricochet, Shinsuke Nakamura and Rusev, and The Bar. None of those teams have had beef recently, making it all the more mind-boggling why WWE ignored the money match right in front of them. This was just lazy all around, though I do suspect it will be one of the better bouts of the night from an in-ring standpoint given all the terrific talent involved.
