Week of April 7, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor - Raw, April 2
Personally, I have found the build to the Triple Threat Intercontinental Championship match at WrestleMania 34 to be a ton of fun. The stellar matches we've been treated to from Finn Balor and Seth Rollins have played an important factor in that, and their latest one-on-one encounter on Monday's Raw was everything fans had hoped for and more. The former world champions battled back-and-forth for over 20 minutes and had the audience behind them every step of the way. The finishing sequence was fantastic with Rollins nailing the Curb Stomp out of nowhere for the win. 

Superstar of the Week: Nia Jax
While I have never been the biggest fan of Nia Jax during her time on the main roster, she has definitely come into own as a babyface in recent weeks in her rivalry with Raw Women's Champion Alexa Bliss. The WWE Universe is slowly but surely getting behind her, and her sit-down interview with Renee Young on Raw this week was extremely effective in establishing her as a very likable figure. From there, she saved Asuka and Dana Brooke from an ambush from Bliss and Mickie James, sending a message that she has Bliss' title in her sights come WrestleMania 34. 

Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, April 3
On paper, WrestleMania 34 has the potential to be an absolutely outstanding event. However, there is no denying that the build to the Show of Shows this year has left a bit to be desired. Although I have been excited for 'Mania for a while now, the go-home editions of Raw and SmackDown Live this past week did nothing to further sell me on the April extravaganza, whereas 205 Live produced an awesome hour of wrestling on Tuesday that felt satisfying. Kalisto vs. Buddy Murphy is well worth checking out and the Cedric Alexander vs. Mustafa Ali video package is also exceptional. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar attacks Roman Reigns: Yes, these two have occupied the top spot here in the "Highlights" column for the past few weeks now, but for good reason. Their latest physical altercation on this week's Raw wasn't as strong as some of their other ones, but it was still a solid way to end the evening as we head into WrestleMania. Lesnar has gotten the better of Reigns at virtually every turn, which all but guarantees Reigns is winning (though we knew that over a year ago). Lest we forget, Reigns and Reigns once had a tug-of-war with the WWE Championship on an episode of Raw, so this was better than that.
· Ronda Rousey, Kurt Angle, Triple H and Stephanie McMahon: The build for the upcoming mixed tag team match at WrestleMania has largely been hit or miss since Elimination Chamber, but I thought this segment was very well done. Rousey was wisely kept limited on the microphone, and although Angle flubbed his lines more than once, the intensity everyone brought during this "debate" of sorts was excellent. It was also smart to put heat on the heels by having Stephanie slam Rousey through a table.
· AJ Styles and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: Needless to say, you knew from the get-go that Gable and Benjamin weren't winning this match, but from an in-ring standpoint, this was an enjoyable main event for SmackDown Live. It was well-wrestled and effectively furthered the feud between Styles and Nakamura. Admittedly, their rivalry has felt flat lately and they could have done much more to make the program more personal, such as exploring their history in Japan. Their interviews on Tuesday were appreciated, but were they enough?
· Kalisto vs. Buddy Murphy: If you're still sleeping on Murphy, there is bound to be something wrong you, because the guy is great. He proved it in last week's Fatal 4-Way match and that was once again evident this week when he took on Kalisto. This was a phenomenal main event for 205 Live that actually elicited "Fight forever!" chants from the crowd. I can't say I ever envisioned that happening on 205 Live of all shows, but the division has definitely taken a turn for the better.
· Authors of Pain vs. Pete Dunne and Roderick Strong: As I've mentioned before, Dunne and Strong have been a blast to watch throughout this Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. The enemies-turned-allies angle has been done before, of course, but it has worked tremendously well for them and has led to some stellar matchups. This week was no different as they clashed with Authors of Pain in the finals and those tandems tore each apart. Before victors could be determined, Undisputed Era interfered and caused the contest to be thrown out. It was a disappointing finish, but on the bright side, it will now be a three-way match for the NXT Tag Team Championship at TakeOver: New Orleans.
This Week's Low Points
· No Undertaker: Well, this was awkward. John Cena vs. Undertaker has seemingly been in the cards for WrestleMania 34 since the onset of 2018, yet despite Cena's constant challenges to The Phenom, he hasn't accepted the invitation to appear at WrestleMania. Everyone expected 'Taker to show up in some form or fashion to confirm the contest for the card on Raw this past week, but no such luck. Instead, we were left wondering what will be in store for both men on Sunday. To WWE's credit, they have me and many others intrigued as to where they're going with this, but to not advertise either of them for WrestleMania is simply bizarre.
· Asuka and Dana Brooke vs. Alexa Bliss and Mickie James: I realize this was merely meant to kill time before Nia Jax came out and attempted to annihilate Alexa, but in all honesty, this did not need to happen. Why Asuka would even agree to team with a loser like Brooke is beyond me, and worse yet, the match was fairly boring. Nothing exciting came out of it, and obviously, Asuka's undefeated streak was not ending six days ahead of WrestleMania. Here's hoping Asuka moves to SmackDown after she (likely) beats Charlotte Flair.
· Elias vs. Heath Slater: Basically, WWE took the same segment Elias did last week, had him repeat it this week, and put him in a squash match with Slater instead of Rhyno. In other words, this was a waste of time, especially considering none of these men are currently slated for anything important at WrestleMania. One can only assume Slater and Rhyno will wind up in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, but Elias deserves better than that. A mini concert where he interacts with someone such as The Rock would be a much better use of him on the grand stage.
· Rusev vs. Jinder Mahal: Don't get me wrong, I'm a big supporter of Rusev Day and was happy he scored a victory here, but heel vs. heel matches are rarely executed the right way and this hardly captivated me. To be fair, it was better than I thought it would be, but it simply existed to further Rusev's recent momentum. It would be amazing if WWE saw how popular he was and gave him the United States Championship at WrestleMania, but I'm not getting my hopes up.
· Baron Corbin, Dolph Ziggler, Mojo Rawley and Primo vs. Breezango, Zack Ryder and Tye Dillinger: Wait, Primo is still employed? I'm genuinely shocked, because he hasn't been on WWE TV in close to a year. Nevertheless, this was the literal definition of a throwaway tag team match. Sure, it served its purpose in hyping up the Andre Battle Royal, but you can't tell me with a straight face that this got you excited for the annual "get everyone on the card" matchup that is set to occur on the Kickoff show. It didn't help that I don't foresee any of these men winning the the Battle Royal. It will probably wind up being a returning Superstar such as Big Cass or Samoa Joe if I had to guess.
