Week of April 9, 2016
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro: No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way - Raw, April 4
It was amazing to me that despite how entertaining WrestleMania 32 was on the whole, no Match of the Year candidates took place. The undercard was enjoyable, specifically the Intercontinental Championship Ladder match and Chris Jericho vs. AJ Styles, and I personally thought the women's Triple Threat stole the show, but the three main event matches were disappointing by and large. You could give the Match of the Week award to Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch and you wouldn't be wrong, but the No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way main event on Raw was absolutely fantastic. I feared John Cena or Dean Ambrose would be involved in the absence of the "injured" Sami Zayn, so the returning Cesaro was a great surprise. Start to finish, they delivered a phenomenal 4-Way that saw AJ Styles emerge as the victor. 

Superstar of the Week: Apollo Crews
There were several Superstars who impressed the hell out of me this past week. Although I'm excited for all the latest names to be called up from NXT, I think Apollo Crews has the potential to make the biggest impact of them all. Shortly after being given the power to run Raw on Monday night, Shane McMahon (presumably) signed Crews to the flagship show and had wrestle his debut match against Tyler Breeze. His eye-opening performance versus Prince Pretty marked the start of a breakout week for the leader of the Apollo Nation as he took his winning ways back to NXT on Wednesday night for a victory over recent rival Elias Sampson. To top it all off, he soundly defeated former Intercontinental Champion Curtis Axel on SmackDown. If WWE can stay the course with him, they will have a true star on their hands. 

Show of the Week: WWE WrestleMania 32, April 3
These are the kind of weeks that serve as reminders why we love wrestling as much as we do. WrestleMania 32, Raw and even SmackDown were all fantastic, and while there were a number of low points (most of which are merely a case of me nitpicking), the good outweighed the bad. NXT TakeOver: Dallas technically took place last week, otherwise it would have won this award, but there's no way I can go with anything else here than WrestleMania 32. I understand the criticism it received for not being as good as past installments, and I wouldn't go so far as to call it great, but I certainly enjoyed it overall. Yes, the seven hours (including the Kickoff show) were draining and no wrestling show (let alone anything ever) should be seven hours in length, but it was made worth it by the excellent in-ring action and stellar surprises. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Intercontinental Championship Ladder match: I said from the start that while I hated the idea of it happening (it really should have been Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn one-on-one), there was no denying it was going to deliver from an in-ring standpoint. And it definitely did. All seven Superstars deserve credit for putting forth an incredible effort and kicking off the event on a high note. I had my money on Owens retaining, but Zack Ryder scoring the huge upset victory was a pleasant and heart-warming surprise. God knows he's been screwed over big time since his initial rise in popularity five years ago, so I was beyond happy to see him get his WrestleMania moment.
· AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho: This was my favorite match in the series thus far, and I say "thus far" because I get the feeling a fifth match could be on the way (and I'm not complaining!). It might have been better slotted in the opener because the crowd was going to love the Ladder match regardless, but the lack of crowd engagement at certain points didn't stop Styles and Jericho from having a mat classic. I would have preferred to see Styles win on the grand stage, but the match was entertaining enough that it didn't matter.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch: I don't think it's much of a stretch to say that this was without a doubt the best women's match in the history of the main roster. Wow. And I guess I should discuss this here, too: it was about damn time the outdated "Diva" term was dropped and women's wrestling officially returned. The new WWE Women's Championship belt looks great and it certainly feels like we're entering a new era for the women in WWE, especially after that tremendous Triple Threat on Sunday night. No match came close to topping it in my opinion.
· Baron Corbin wins the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal: Just when I thought WWE couldn't have given two craps about this match, they threw us a curve ball (or in this case a "swerve" ball) with Corbin winning it all. I actually liked the little surprises in the bout with Diamond Dallas Page and Tatanka making random appearances and Shaq squaring off with Big Show. We'll see what this does for Corbin.
· Legend appearances: WWE spends way too much time on bringing back talent from the past than they do the current roster. Why do they think roster depth is as low as it has ever been? That said, while the appearances from all the legends at WrestleMania accomplished nothing long-term, they were fun for what they were. For example, Stone Cold Steve Austin, Mick Foley and Shawn Michaels attacking League of Nations made little storyline sense, but it was such a blast. Did you hear Stone Cold blow the roof off AT&T Stadium with that pop when he came out? Amazing. The Rock's segment was fairly controversial as well, but I always enjoy whenever he shows up, so I didn't mind it in the slightest.
· The Miz and Maryse: I'm probably the only one who would ever put this in the "Highlights" column, but I love the move to bring back Maryse and pair her with Miz. I've been waiting for that to happen since they teased forming an alliance in 2009 or so. I realize fans were upset about Ryder's title reign being so short-lived, but this can be a nice little feud if done correctly.
· Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: I was getting discouraged by the end of Raw that Enzo and Cass hadn't shown up, but sure enough, they did! They made an awesome first impression by talking trash to The Dudley Boyz and the lively crowd in attendance ate it up. The real test comes next week, though. How will crowds that aren't as aware of their act respond to them? Hopefully favorably.
This Week's Low Points
· Triple H vs. Roman Reigns: Fans are over-exaggerating when they say this was the worst WrestleMania main event of all-time (I dare you to go back and watch WrestleMania 11, 27, 8, etc), but it was far from what it should have been, sadly. I was defending the match going in claiming it could exceed expectations, but apparently not. It was a pretty standard singles match, and while I liked Stephanie McMahon getting speared by Reigns, that was the only moment from the match that stood out to me. Seriously, I couldn't tell you anything else about it. Of course, the lack of heel turn (or anything out of the ordinary, really) disappointed many fans, myself included.
· Shane McMahon vs. The Undertaker: I enjoyed the latter half of this contest, but I'll go ahead and admit defeat again: this was not the "spectacle" I was hoping for. Rather, the first half of the matchup consisted of the two trading blows before going to the outside. Shane's dive off the top of the cell was absolutely incredible and one for the highlight reel, but that's all people were talking about the next day, not how he lost so The Authority is still in power and Undertaker hasn't retired and basically nothing has changed.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Brock Lesnar: I was in the minority that liked the match, but it definitely wasn't what it could have been. They received a mere 12 minutes, making it one of the shorter matches on the entire show. I assumed Lesnar would win, but Ambrose didn't look strong in defeat whatsoever. He was essentially beat up on the whole time before eating the loss. I have no clue what's next for either of them at this point. Ambrose just comes across as the guy who can't get the job done, which is a shame given he could be a top-tier talent if he scored a meaningful win every now and again.
· The New Day vs. League of Nations: New Day's entrance was entertaining as expected and the post-match angle was a treat, but the match itself was a waste of time. Hell, the WWE Tag Team Championship match the next night on Raw was better than this, and that should never be the case. It wasn't a bad bout by any means, but the fans couldn't have cared less because nothing was up for grabs.
· Team Total Divas vs. B.A.D. & Blonde: I saw plenty of people defending this match on social media, but I'm sorry, I just couldn't get into this contest. For one thing, the build to this bout was basically nonexistent, and whenever you throw that many women in one ring, it's bound to be a train wreck. Granted, they let the more polished wrestlers (Paige and Emma) do a majority of the in-ring work, but the final few minutes were almost embarrassing. If nothing else, it was a nice sendoff for Brie Bella, who is apparently retired following WrestleMania. No mention of this was made on Raw or anywhere on WWE TV, so you would never know. They might be saving it for Total Divas exclusively, but what a weird way to go out.
· The Usos vs. The Dudley Boyz: This was another match I had high hopes for at WrestleMania but fell flat. They don't deserve the blame since they were given a mere five minutes and it was hardly enough time for them to have the match they were capable of. The Tables match was slightly better, but the crowd attempted to hijack the show during it, never a positive sign.
· The Wyatt Family: As I mentioned in the "Highlights" column, I got a kick out of Rock's segment, but I would be a fool if I didn't think it made Bray Wyatt and the rest of the group look like goofs. Then again, I gave up on them months ago after how badly they have been booked over the past few years. If they become full-fledged faces as was teased on Raw, there might be hope for them yet, but time will tell.
