WEEK OF AUGUST 10, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: CHRISTIAN VS. ALBERTO DEL RIO - SMACKDOWN, AUGUST 9
On last week's edition of Monday Night Raw, Christian scored an upset victory over World Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio in a non-title match. Four days later, he became the No. 1 contender to the prestigious prize by defeating Randy Orton and Rob Van Dam in a Triple Threat match on SmackDown. Nine days before they go to battle at SummerSlam, Christian and Del Rio collided in non-title action on this week's electric episode of SmackDown. The bout surely didn't disappoint, as it was given great time and both competitors put it all on the line. The exhilarating action concluded when Christian once again caught Del Rio in a roll-up and stole the win. I question the move to put this match on free television rather than save it for the pay-per-view, but perhaps there is a method to WWE's madness. With two monumental victories under his belt, will it be third time's the charm for Captain Charisma come the biggest blockbuster of the summer? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON
Randy Orton has been the Superstar of the Week numerous times in recent months, and it's clear to see why. As Mr. Money in the Bank, he has the opportunity to cash in that briefcase at any time and place of his choosing for a shot at the WWE Championship. He almost did so at the conclusion of this week's Raw, laying out both John Cena and Daniel Bryan with RKOs at the close of the show after they collectively defeated The Shield in tag team action. Later in the week on SmackDown, Orton took on Rob Van Dam in singles action for the first time in six years. He scored a valiant victory over his former foe in what was an absolutely awesome matchup. With momentum on his side, is it only a matter of time before Randy Orton is WWE Champion again? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, AUGUST 9
With less than two weeks away until SummerSlam, all of WWE's weekly shows had the tough task of building the card for the highly anticipated event. Each program was successful in that aspect, but not all of them were extremely entertaining. I expected this week's Monday Night Raw to be much better as it was, as I found that it was mostly comprised of filler matches and segments that didn't excite or bore this viewer. In all honesty, the main event match put me to sleep, which is quite rare, so that isn't much of a good sign for the flagship show. Thankfully, Friday Night SmackDown once again picked up the slack by providing a great show from start to finish. From Randy Orton vs. Rob Van Dam to Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio, there was very little to dislike about the blue brand this week. All in all, though, SummerSlam has the potential to be one of the greatest pay-per-views in years and I surely hope WWE puts the hype for the event into high gear next week. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· CM Punk vs. Brock Lesnar: Could this dream feud be any better booked? I personally didn't think so, but Punk, Lesnar and Paul Heyman proved me wrong with another spectacular segment on Raw this week. Even Lesnar's pre-taped interview that aired on SmackDown was excellent executed and has me highly anticipating the clash of the two titans at SummerSlam.
· John Cena promo: Both Cena and Daniel Bryan delivered strong promos on Raw, but Cena's stood out a bit more in my eyes. He can be fantastic on the mic when he is given the right material to work with, and this was a prime example of that. The interruptions of Randy Orton and The Shield were also nicely done.
· Alberto Del Rio attacks Ricardo Rodriguez: Well, no one saw this coming. I was going to complain about Del Rio losing an unnecessary match to Rob Van Dam on Raw, but Del Rio's attack on Rodriguez justified it. I like the idea of splitting the two up, as Rodriguez works better as a sympathetic babyface and Del Rio is currently flourishing as a heel.
· Rob Van Dam vs. Randy Orton: This was one hell of a match to open up SmackDown. I was surprised that it wasn't hyped beforehand given the star power involved. Sure, the win didn't do much to boost Orton's already strong momentum, but it was still a match going out of your way to see if you happened to miss it.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Fandango: I can't say I'm all that excited to see Kingston back, especially since he hasn't changed much aside from the fact he has new tights. That being said, it's good to see him seemingly involved in a feud with Fandango. They traded victories over the course of the week and I hope a rubber match is in store for SummerSlam.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Daniel Bryan vs. Wade Barrett: This match is once again in the "Low Points" column due to the fact that it was way too short. I probably should have seen this coming, especially given the fact their previous match was also mere minutes long, but I had higher hopes for these two. On a side note, I'm vastly disappointed that Barrett's beard is no more, as I thought it was a great look for him.
· Ryback vs. Mark Henry: What in the hell was the point of this match? I liked the fact it was billed as a WrestleMania rematch, but it was over before it even started. Even worse, it ended in the weakest way possible: a count-out. WWE needs to find direction for both of these characters and fast.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Big E Langston: This match was no longer than their initial encounter on last week's Raw. It was at one point considered a lock for SummerSlam, so I'm glad they are taking the mixed tag team match route instead. The fact both AJ Lee and Kaitlyn interfered in the bout and the referee didn't call for the bell is simply absurd.
· The Usos vs. Real Americans: While there wasn't anything necessarily wrong with the match itself, I fail to see what purpose it served. The Usos are currently in midst of the biggest push of their career, so having them lose here was a mistake. On the same token, Real Americans need victories as well, so this was a lose-lose situation for both parties involved.
· Aksana vs. Natalya: They tried their best to put on a good match on WWE Main Event this week, but it was hard to care seeing how neither Diva mean anything at the moment. Its only purpose was to plug Total Divas, which Natalya is currently starring in. The fact Natalya has been out of the Divas title picture for over two years now is simply mind-boggling to me.
