Week of August 11, 2018
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. The Bar: SmackDown Tag Team Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament Finals - SmackDown Live, August 7
The Usos and The Bar earned my "Match of the Week" award last week for their awesome effort on SmackDown Live, and The Bar stole the show once again this week with The New Day. These two teams go way back to 2016 when they were trading wins over the Raw Tag Team Championship and that incredible chemistry they had then is still there now. Every minute of this match was exciting and had the crowd on their feet, and although it could have gone either way, New Day reigned supreme and punched their ticket to SummerSlam to face The Bludgeon Brothers.
Superstar of the Week: Keith Lee
I have been anxiously anticipating Keith Lee's arrival in NXT since it was initially rumored at the start of the year. At NXT TakeOver: Chicago II, he finally surfaced in the audience, but it wasn't until this past week that he made his in-ring debut for the brand against Marcel Barthel. I've seen a handful of his matches in person before and he never ceases to amaze me every single time. I'm always in awe of the things he can do despite his size, and it certainly looked like the fans at Full Sail University felt the same way. He'll have a bright future on the black-and-yellow brand for sure.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, August 7
If you're still sleeping on 205 Live, you're missing out big time. The latest episode on Tuesday night was an enjoyable one, starting with a terrific tag team match pitting Kalisto and Lince Dorado against Buddy Murphy and Tony Nese. From there, Noam Dar returned to form in a bout with Sean Maluta, while Mustafa Ali and Hideo Itami ripped it up in the main event. Plus, more matches were set up for next week, so on the whole, it was a simple and straightforward show that held my interest all the way through. Again, there's no better time than now to get back into 205 Live.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey vs. Alicia Fox: Granted, the match itself wasn't necessarily "Highlight" worthy, but as an overall package, this was perfectly done. I've never cared too much for Fox, but she was the right woman to be fed to Rousey in her first-ever match on Raw. The pre- and post-match promos from Fox and Rousey were a nice touch, as well as the in-ring introductions before the bell rang. All of that gave this a big fight feel. Rousey's performance was pretty much what you would expect from her, but the bout had to be short, because Fox lasting longer than a few minutes with the former UFC champion would have made very little sense.
· Paul Heyman interview: I fear for the day Heyman leaves WWE, because Raw would be in a much worse place (if you could believe that) without him. Unfortunately, that day might be coming sooner rather than later. Nevertheless, this was a brilliant interview with Heyman as he showed real range as a character and didn't give any indication that the tension being teased with him and Brock Lesnar is a ruse. I genuinely have no clue where he and Lesnar stand or where their story will go next, so I'm excited about that.
· AJ Styles promo: After Samoa Joe knocked it out of the park with his promo last week, Styles did the same on SmackDown Live this week in his response to his SummerSlam opponent. His delivery wasn't the greatest, but nitpicking aside, I really liked what he had to say. It's encouraging that WWE isn't ignoring their entire past and are allowing them to bring up their past friendship, making their match next Sunday feel all the more personal. It has the potential to steal the show, as long as they given an appropriate amount of time and aren't bogged down by overbooking.
· Daniel Bryan and The Miz: Once again, Bryan and Miz were among the best parts of SmackDown with their interaction. Miz continues to bring his A-game on the microphone and run down his longtime rival in glorious fashion. Bryan's intensity is also appreciated, because that means it will be more than a match at SummerSlam. Rather, it should be an all-out war. If Bryan does leave WWE soon, at least he's going out on top.
· Mustafa Ali vs. Hideo Itami: Ali recently had a health scare, so I loved how that was incorporated into this match with Ali showing signs of exhaustion and going significantly slower than usual. Itami couldn't have cared less, however, and decided to be extra aggressive with Ali by throwing him all around the ring. It was almost uncomfortable to watch, but in the best way possible. Plus, it was just an excellent match in general. The commentators did a wonderful job of telling those stories and causing viewers to feel for Ali, especially once he was defeated and the medical staff had to check up on him. Ali is such an amazing underdog and Itami has finally found his footing as a heel. The eventual rematch between these two should be equally entertaining.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Baron Corbin: I guess the idea here was to give Reigns more momentum ahead of SummerSlam by having him beat Raw's "constable," but it was insanely stupid to have them fight for nearly 20 minutes, because almost all of that was beyond boring. This marked their first-ever one-on-one encounter, yet I would be totally fine if they never faced off again. It didn't help that the end result was never in doubt, so it felt like one giant waste of time. Worse yet, any credibility Corbin gained from beating Finn Balor clean last week was erased when he lost decisively to Reigns on Monday night. This did not need to happen.
· Braun Strowman vs. Jinder Mahal: Similar to last week, this was less of a match and more of an angle, but it was a rehash of what we saw from them previously with Strowman losing in fluky fashion. This time, he got disqualified, thus sending the message that he could lose his Money in the Bank briefcase to Kevin Owens at SummerSlam that way as well. I understood what they were going for, but it didn't make the matchup any more intriguing. Rather, it was an off night for Strowman. Mahal's involvement does nothing for me, either.
· Bobby Lashley and Elias: Speaking of rehashed angles, Lashley and Elias were back at it again this week with Lashley interrupting Elias' impromptu concert. I like Lashley and enjoy Elias' act, but a feud pitting them against each other is hardly compelling. I can't believe Lashley went from cleanly defeating Reigns at Extreme Rules to now not even being a part of the SummerSlam card. Granted, there's always the chance Lashley vs. Elias gets added to the Kickoff show, but would it even matter by that point? I doubt the Brooklyn crowd would care much, anyway.
· Bobby Roode vs. Mojo Rawley: I appreciate it whenever matches and segments are advertised a week out, but I can't imagine anyone was looking forward to this match. Unsurprisingly, it was totally uneventful and they lacked chemistry. While Roode is a better all-around performer than Rawley, it was weird for Roode to win considering Rawley has been pushed aggressively lately. Plus, a loss could have turned Roode heel.
· Zelina Vega vs. Lana: The effort was there from both women for the second straight week, but this was easily the weakest match on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. Lana is improving, thankfully, so I'm happy her matches aren't as abysmal as they once were. That side, the focus here wasn't on the women. Instead, Rusev and Andrade "Cien" Almas took center stage at ringside and served as distractions. Then, Aiden English interfered and cost Lana the win the same way he did last week, which was extremely predicable. The Rusev, Lana and English story keeps going in circles, so I have my fingers crossed that they'll definitely blow it off soon. Otherwise, it'll be difficult to get invested in anything they do going forward if it's the same stuff week after week.
