Week of August 12, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Last Man Standing Match - Raw, August 7
Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman have been feuding for over six months by this point, and you would think by now that the rivalry would have run its course. Nope! They continue to produce phenomenal matches and their extreme encounter on Monday's Raw was no exception. The Last Man Standing match started out slightly slow, but they picked up the pace nicely as the bout progressed before going all out at the end. How could you not be impressed when Strowman tossed a desk chair at Reigns like it was nothing? The man is a monster. 

Superstar of the Week: The Street Profits
I wasn't sure what to make of the vignettes for the debuting Street Profits, but I did know for a fact that they would be a welcome addition to NXT's depleted tag team division either way. Sure enough, I wasn't wrong, as they made quite the splash in their initial appearance on NXT TV as a tag team this past Wednesday night. From an in-ring standpoint, they showed plenty of promise, but it was the connection they had with the crowd that I really took notice of. NXT needs exciting tag teams right now and Angelo Dawkins and Montez Ford might very well be the future. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, August 9
Raw and SmackDown Live emanated from Toronto this past week, and of the two shows, I would certainly say SmackDown had the upper hand. The hype for SummerSlam is reaching high gear, but I currently find myself much more excited for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn than I do the biggest party of the summer. That's because the build for TakeOver has been extremely well done so far and that was especially evident on Wednesday's episode. From The Street Profits' debut to Bobby Roode and Drew McIntyre engaging in a war of words, it was a very entertaining episode on the whole. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Miz TV with Brock Lesnar: The Universal Champion might have been the last person I was expecting to appear on Miz TV, but I'm very happy he did because the havoc he wrecked was an absolute treat to watch. But before all hell broke loose, the back-and-forth Paul Heyman and The Miz had on the microphone was nothing short of stellar. It actually made me want to see more verbal battles between them in the future. Most of Raw this week wasn't all that eventful, but having Lesnar lay out Miz and The Miztourage was a fun way of kicking off the night. Will Lesnar's SummerSlam opponents suffer a similar fate?
· Dean Ambrose vs. Cesaro: Seth Rollins and Sheamus had as good of a match as they did last week, but Ambrose and Cesaro contested a better bout later in the show and I was pleasantly surprised by how much time they ended up getting. This "Highlight" is also taking into consideration everything else that we saw transpire with Ambrose and Seth Rollins on Raw. From the lack of trust to the crowd reaction when Rollins and Ambrose almost reunited, this entire angle has been brilliantly booked from the get-go.
· AJ Styles, Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon: Most fans are ready for this rivalry to reach its end, so it was imperative WWE booked a hot segment with Styles and Owens ahead of their SummerSlam encounter. The mic work from Styles and Shane was solid, but Owens was the best of the bunch by bringing up Shane's shady history as a special guest referee and the Montreal Screwjob (before saying Bret Hart deserved it). Planting seeds of dissension between Styles and Shane given their checkered past was a smart move as well. I'll be looking forward to their SummerSlam match.
· The Usos vs. Sami Zayn and Tye Dillinger: Zayn and Dillinger are beyond directionless at the moment (is Zayn feuding with Mike Kanellis or not?), so I would just throw them into the tag team ranks for the time being. They showed in this match that they work well together and the Canada crowd loved them, so I don't see what the harm would be in it. Furthermore, The New Day attacking The Usos afterward was effective in building toward the tag title rematch.
· Oney Lorcan vs. Danny Burch: These two just might be the biggest unsung heroes in NXT right now. All year long, they have been producing some of the best matches on NXT TV, so it's cool that they've been given the chance to shine themselves in this series of matches. Admittedly, I enjoyed their initial outing a bit more, but this was still a damn fun match from them with plenty of physical and hard-hitting action. This very well might have been Burch's first-ever victory on NXT and I hope to see him (as well as Lorcan) get more opportunities in the future. I'd be shocked if he wasn't already under some sort of deal with WWE, even if was a part of the rumored UK show.
This Week's Low Points
· Raw women's division: I contemplated putting the two Triple Threat matches and Bayley's promo in different bullet points, but I figured I'd save myself the time by bunching them all together. Needless to say, this was not a good week for Raw's women's division. I honestly thought Bayley was building some solid momentum for herself heading into SummerSlam, and not only did she get injured, she was booed by the crowd during her farewell speech on Monday night. That's a terrible sign. Plus, the Triple Threat matches that were won by Sasha Banks and Nia Jax were not well-wrestled at all. Plus, Banks vs. Jax again next week? Really?
· Jason Jordan vs. Jean-Pierre Goulet: Speaking of babyfaces being booed, the Toronto crowd was not kind to Jordan on Monday night, but it's hard to blame them. Despite his intensity, Jordan still comes off as too bland as a character, and when presented with a chance to cheer one of their own, Canada will choose the hometown hero to get behind, not Jordan. It will be interesting to see whether this trend continues or if it was simply a one-off occurrence. In my opinion, WWE's best bet would be to turn him heel long-term.
· Big Show and Enzo Amore vs. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows: I'll never complain about Anderson and Gallows picking up a victory, but the match itself was total throwaway. I'm not sure who I'm supposed to be cheering in Show's rivalry with Big Cass because Show is friends with Enzo Amore, who is beyond obnoxious and will be hanging high above the ring at SummerSlam in a shark cage. Wouldn't that make Cass the babyface? On a side note, it's a shame the feud Gallows and Anderson had going with The Hardy Boyz and The Revival has been stalled due to Scott Dawson's injury.
· Jinder Mahal loses: I didn't want to put Mahal's match with Randy Orton from SmackDown Live in the "Low Points" column because I thoroughly enjoyed it and thought it was better than any of their other encounters. Unfortunately, it was the outcome that bothered me. It was totally unnecessary for Orton to finally beat Mahal because he isn't in title contention anymore and he won't lose any credibility because he's Randy Orton. Rather, Mahal should have remained undefeated.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Lana: The quality of this match wasn't terrible, but I have zero clue what they're trying to go for with Lana at the moment. Apparently, she idolizes Tamina, and that alone is a scary thought. It's painfully apparent she isn't ready to wrestle on the main roster, and in that case, she should just be put back with Rusev. Instead, WWE is putting her in pointless matches where she excels at losing in under two minutes. Meanwhile, Charlotte will find herself off her first pay-per-view at SummerSlam since leaving NXT two years ago. She has been spinning her wheels for months now and would really benefit from being placed in a program she can sink her teeth into and thrive.
