Week of August 15, 2015
Match of the Week: Randy Orton vs. Cesaro vs. Kevin Owens - Raw, August 10
What has it been about 2015 and amazing Triple Threat matches? I can count at least four that we've had this year and each of them were exceptional, including the three-way on Monday's episode of Raw. Cesaro, Kevin Owens and Randy Orton all laid claim to having earned a title shot, and thus a Triple Threat was scheduled for later in the evening where the winner would face Seth Rollins for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship in the main event. On paper, it looked like an excellent match featuring three tremendously talented athletes, and it ultimately lived up to those expectations and then some. The in-ring chemistry they had together was unsurprisingly off the charts, making for a highly exciting matchup where any one of them could have come out on top. Although it was Orton who came out on top and went on to face off against Rollins, I'd argue this match was even better, which is saying something considering how good of a match Orton and Rollins had. This is the type of wrestling I love seeing on Raw on a regular basis. 

Superstar of the Week: Ryback
I know Ryback said otherwise, but I firmly believe that Intercontinental Championship is cursed. Bad News Barrett, Daniel Bryan and Ryback all got injured during their respective reigns in the last year. Perhaps it's just a Nexus thing? In all seriousness, I initially feared they would cut Ryback's long deserved title run short due to the staph infection, but I'm beyond glad that didn't end up having to be the case. He's since been cleared to compete, and as seen during his return to Raw on Monday night, he looks better than ever! He quickly cleared the ring of Big Show and The Miz, the two men he'll be defending his prestigious prize against come SummerSlam, before celebrating with Daniel Bryan. That Thursday night on SmackDown, he sent a message to his rivals that he's hungry for a fight and that under no circumstances will he leave Brooklyn title-less. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 10
I don't think there's any question that this is the strongest WWE programming has been on a consistent basis in quite some time. I've been saying for months that the product has been entertaining on the whole since WrestleMania 31, but the last month or so alone has been exceptional as SummerSlam draws closer. WWE has done a solid job of adding more matches to the card week to week with the build to the event being very well done. Once again, Raw on Monday night was extremely enjoyable featuring a second WWE World Heavyweight Championship match in a two week period. Not only that, but the No. 1 Contender's match between Randy Orton, Cesaro and Kevin Owens that took place to determine the challenger in that contest (as discussed above) and the women's match were equally excellent. This is in addition to Take nothing away from the WWE's other programs this week, as SmackDown was better than usual with a strong tag team main event and NXT was also effective in hyping NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn the night before SummerSlam. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Randy Orton: Although I found the No. 1 Contender's Triple Threat match to be slightly better, this was still a very good match. I liked how they made it mean more by replaying the finish to their fantastic match from WrestleMania 31 and touching upon their extensive history. As they always have, they put together a very well-wrestled match with plenty of awesome action. With Rollins vs. John Cena all but confirmed for SummerSlam at that point, it was somewhat obvious Orton didn't have a chance in hell of winning the gold, but that didn't hinder my enjoyment of it. The disqualification finish following interference from Sheamus was lame, though.
· 'Miz TV' with Daniel Bryan: It might be just me (and the fact I've always been a massive "Mizfit," but it seems as if 'Miz TV' has only gotten better over the years. Then again, that might be due to Miz honing his Hollywood character this past year and it getting to the point where he's always entertaining to watch. At any rate, he and Bryan have such great chemistry together, so this was a really fun segment despite it not having much of a purpose other than serving as a platform for the return of Ryback and furthering the Intercontinental Championship program.
· Luke Harper vs. Dean Ambrose and Roman Reigns: I enjoyed both bouts the same, so I figured I'd save space by lumping them together. Harper may be positioned as a lackey, but the guy's an incredible athlete. I was pleased to see him score a rare win on Raw in addition to being protected on SmackDown. Ambrose and Harper always contest quality matches with him and that was certainly evident in their encounters this past week. It's a true testament to how good this feud has been that it doesn't need the WWE Tag Team Championship in order to mean something.
· Seth Rollins and Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro and Neville: More often than not, SmackDown doesn't feature anything must-see, but I implore you to go out of your way to check out the tag team main event of this week's episode. Sure, it was strange that Neville's rival Stardust had nothing to do with the match, but the match itself was strong enough that I didn't mind it much in addition to how refreshing it was to see the heels score a win.
· Bayley vs. Becky Lynch: As much as I'm loving all the time the women are getting on the main roster right now, there's still too much focus on the "Divas Revolution" buzzword and not enough focus on the wrestling itself. That's where NXT comes in. The match between Bayley and Becky on this week's episode was the perfect example of how the women should be booked: give them personalities the fans can connect with. Bayley has had this phenomenal underdog journey these past few months while Lynch has won over the Full Sail University audience just by being a sensational wrestler. I was ecstatic (yet not surprised) to see them get the main event slot and it made the moment of Bayley winning that much bigger.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Mark Henry: In this very column last week, I talked about pointless of a match Rusev vs. Mark Henry was on Raw. Well, you might as well copy and past that paragraph because this week was no different. In fact, it might have been worse. The match had barely gotten started before Summer Rae and Lana started going at it inside the ring, which oddly caused the match to be thrown out despite not making contact with either Rusev or Henry? What? The least they could have done was announce the finish by saying it was a "no contest" or that there was a disqualification, but nope, they couldn't even do that. Ugh. If nothing else, Summer's Accolade on Lana looked brutal.
· The New Day vs. Los Matadores: The match wasn't horrendous by any means, but despite how entertaining New Day are, I immediately lose interest in anything involving Los Matadores. Yes, they are that bad. What's worse is that they're still around even after it was apparent two years ago their gimmick wasn't clicking. What would be the harm in ditching the masks and making them Primo and Epico again? I was happy New Day made short work of them in this match, but I strongly feel that the WWE Tag Team Championship match at SummerSlam would be much better without them in it.
· Team B.A.D. vs. Team Bella: This was another very good match from the women and I liked it was given as much time as it was, but it doesn't land a spot in the "Low Points" column because it was a bad bout. Rather, whose brilliant idea was it to put two heel factions against each other? The crowd was into the action regardless, but it made me cringe seeing the Bellas act like babyfaces. They're supposed to be the most despised women in the division, yet Brie Bella is playing to the crowd with Daniel Bryan kicks. More consistency would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
· Neville vs. King Barrett: Any other week, this match likely wouldn't be in this column considering what happened afterward, but I'm stretching here simply to find a fourth low point. Everything with Stardust and Stephen Amell was excellent and has me excited for SummerSlam, and I can't complain about a decisive win for Neville, but poor Barrett. He lost in a matter of a minute!
· Solomon Crowe: As cool as it was to see Tye Dillinger finally get his chance to shine on this week's NXT, I couldn't help but feel disappointed about the continued misuse of Crowe. He's been in NXT for six months by this point and he still feels as cold as he did when he arrived. Having only a few wins under his belt doesn't help matters and he's had zero character development so far. You can tell from the crowd reaction to him that they're also losing faith in him and fast. Part of the problem may be that he has yet to have a feud with a notable name since arriving in NXT, but that's something I hope changes after next week's TakeOver special. He has too much talent to be wasted the way he has been.
