Week of August 15, 2020

Match of the Week:
Asuka vs. Bayley (Raw, August 10)
This marked the fifth overall match these two have had together (if we're counting their two TakeOver clashes from NXT), so it really shouldn't have come as much of a surprise that this was as entertaining as it was. It helped to have something on the line as well, that being a shot at the Raw Women's Championship at SummerSlam if Asuka were to beat Bayley. Sure enough, she did, but only after a hard-fought battle and an incredible effort from Bayley. They were given plenty of time and delivered. They'll have the chance to rip it up again at SummerSlam when they collide for the SmackDown Women's Championship. 

Superstar of the Week:
Asuka
It was quite the week for Asuka, starting with her battle with Bayley on Raw where a Raw Women's Championship opportunity at SummerSlam was hanging in the balance. The two had a great match as always that ended with Asuka securing the victory. That wasn't all, however, as she also popped up on SmackDown four days later to take part in the Battle Royal to determine Bayley's opponent for the SmackDown Women's Championship at SummerSlam. Asuka was able to emerge victorious there as well and now has two title shots to look forward to next Sunday.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, August 12
Although I enjoyed Friday's SmackDown on the whole, Wednesday's NXT was the "Show of the Week" for me. The return of Velveteen Dream was probably the most newsworthy part of the entire episode, but there was some quality wrestling as always in addition to successful storyline advancement, particularly with Keith Lee and Karrion Kross. It's crazy to me that TakeOver XXX is coming up next Saturday, but the card looks pretty promising on paper. There's one more show to go before the big event, so here's hoping it's as entertaining and effective as this edition was.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins and Dominik Mysterio contract signing: Dominik deserves a ton of credit for looking as impressive as he has up to this point, both in the ring and on the mic. Granted, he hasn't had a formal match yet, but the intensity he's shown has been excellent and he took a hell of a beating here. Rollins definitely did not hold back while wailing him with that kendo stick. Props to Samoa Joe for holding the contract signing together with his above-average mic skills.
· Randy Orton vs. Kevin Owens: This was an above-average main event for Raw. I wasn't upset Orton lost seeing as how Orton will be challenging for the WWE Championship at SummerSlam, but I appreciated that he looked as good as he did in defeat. Orton's post-match exchange with Ric Flair was the real "Highlight". Both of them cut phenomenal promos, and although you could see Orton turning on Flair coming from a mile away, it was still exceptionally executed.
· Braun Strowman, "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt and Alexa Bliss: Props to these three for taking a feud I had minimal interest in a month ago and making it engaging. The idea to include Bliss has proven was smart as she's been the best thing about this program in recent weeks. Some of the acting (specifically from Strowman) has been questionable, but I genuinely don't know what they're going to do at SummerSlam with the Universal Championship and that's what I love about it.
· AJ Styles and Jeff Hardy: What I enjoyed most about this whole segment from SmackDown was Joseph Park (f.k.a. Abyss in TNA) making his WWE TV debut. That was a pleasant surprise and I'm all for him becoming a permanent part of Styles' act going forward. The "P.I.S.S." thing was stupid, but Styles made the material work. Hardy is the perfect person to be feuding with Styles right now, though I would have saved their first one-on-one match for SummerSlam.
· Kushia vs. Cameron Grimes vs. Velveteen Dream: I was as skeptical as anyone regarding the return of Velveteen Dream to NXT TV after all the allegations that came out about him a few months ago. And no, I'm not convinced he's 100 percent been proven innocent just because he's back. As as match, however, this was terrific. I hate how Kushida has been utilized by and large since joining NXT last year, but I liked Grimes picking up the upset victory instead of Dream.
· Karrion Kross vs. Danny Burch: Of course, the outcome was never in doubt, but it was cool to see Burch get in as much offense as he did before eating defeat. It didn't make the seemingly-invincible Kross look weak, either, because Burch took him to the limit just enough for it to feel believable. This also earns a spot in the "Highlights" column for Kross' fireball to Keith Lee afterward. WWE rarely does spots like that, but it came across well and packed a punch.
This Week's Low Points
· Ricochet, Cedric Alexander and The Viking Raiders vs. Akira Tozawa and three ninjas: You know Raw's tag team division is in shitty shape when two talented teams in Ricochet and Alexander and Viking Raiders have nothing better to do than face a bunch of faceless ninjas. It's a shame because they deserve better. The match itself wasn't terrible, but it was total throwaway and felt like filler more than anything else. The babyfaces desperately need some direction.
· Andrade vs. Angelo Dawkins: Montez Ford is still "poisoned" (a dumb storyline, by the way), so Dawkins had to go at it alone here. Despite that, he still somehow managed to win the match clean. I'd probably be okay with that if it was against another tag team wrestler, but Andrade is a former United States Champion and NXT Champion. He should not be losing as decisively as he did to Dawkins, especially when he had the advantage with Angel Garza and Zelina Vega in his corner.
· Liv Morgan vs. Peyton Royce: It's been fun to see The Riott Squad reunite, but the angle has been ass-backwards. They already defeated The IIconics in tag team action a week ago, so why did WWE tease tension between them here by having Morgan think Ruby Riott intentionally cost her the win? The match wasn't good enough to make sense of any of this silliness, either. At least it was Royce in the ring and not Billie Kay, who is far inferior to Royce in that respect.
· RETRIBUTION: We're in Week 2 of this storyline and I'm not sold on it yet. It's odd that they're much more tame on Raw compared to on SmackDown. All they did on Monday night was break a window outside of the Performance Center, whereas they went after Big E and John Morrison and vandalized the backstage area on Friday night. We have no idea what their motives are, and although this was an improvement over last week, I don't have high hopes for the angle.
· Tri-branded Battle Royal: As far as Battle Royals go, this was pretty decent all things considered. I liked seeing some fresh faces in there (Tegan Nox, Shotzi Blackheart) and a few stories were furthered with The Riott Squad, The IIconics, Naomi and Lacey Evans. Unfortunately, this makes the "Low Points" column because of the nonsensical booking with the outcome. Asuka challenging for two titles at SummerSlam puts the rest of the women's division on the back-burner.
· Sheamus vs. Shorty G: In realistic setting, this could be a barn burner of a bout. That said, Shorty G has been positioned as a joke all year long, so seeing him get squashed in a matter of minutes by Sheamus didn't surprise me. However, it did disappoint me knowing what he's capable of. I honestly don't know whether he's supposed to be a babyface or a heel at this point. Either way, his character is dead in the water as long as he keeps going by the ridiculous Shorty G name.
