WEEK OF AUGUST 16, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE USOS VS. RYBAXEL VS. SHEAMUS AND ROB VAN DAM - MAIN EVENT, AUGUST 12
While there were a few good matches here and there over the last seven days in WWE, none really stood out as being the Match of the Week. However, one match in particular stood out in my mind in being better than expected, and it took place on WWE Main Event of all shows. Despite not appearing on Raw this week, The Usos showed up on Main Event to throw out an open challenge for their WWE Tag Team Championships. It was soon answered by Rybaxel, but the newly formed duo of Rob Van Dam and United States Champion Sheamus also threw their names into the hat. Made into a Triple Threat tag team match by Corporate Kane, all three teams put everything on the line. Sheamus and RVD made a surprisingly fun tandem, and even Rybaxel had an impressive outing. Despite being against the odds, The Usos still managed to sneak out the victory and maintain possession of their twin titles. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: SETH ROLLINS
Seth Rollins has been one to watch since joining The Authority in early June and to say these last two months have been kind to Mr. Money in the Bank would be an understatement. This past week was no different for Rollins, as he was able to have strong showings on each of WWE's main shows both in the ring and on the mic. On Raw, Rollins emerged victorious over a returning Rob Van Dam... before being attacked by Dean Ambrose, of course. He followed that up with another clean win less than 24 hours later on Main Event, defeating Kofi Kingston. Though he wasn't in action on SmackDown, he cut one of his best promos to date, guaranteeing victory against Ambrose at SummerSlam. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, AUGUST 12
As noted before, this was one of those rare weeks in WWE where there was really anything that stood out was being must-see. The main focus of this week's programming was to build toward Sunday's SummerSlam pay-per-view, and while I was already excited for the event, I don't feel as if any of this week's set of shows did anything to get me looking forward to it even more. Raw had its moments, SmackDown was forgettable and Main Event was barely anything. So, by process of elimination, that automatically made NXT the Show of the Week. There was a lot to like about this week's edition of NXT including two solid tag team matches, a great women's match and an excellent main event for the NXT Championship. In fact, it was one of the best episodes of NXT in quite some time. It set the stage for the next month in NXT and kicked off the build for what should be a very entertaining Takeover 2 special in September. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Hulk Hogan's birthday bash: Hogan is one of, if not the biggest name in sports entertainment in the last 30 years, so it only made sense for WWE to dedicate an entire episode of Raw to him in honor of his birthday on Monday. I found it odd he didn't appear any time else during the show except for the closing segment, but it was really cool to see Legends like Ric Flair, Paul Orndorff and Roddy Piper return to show their respect. And you can forget about the awesome nWo reunion?!
· John Cena promo: Cena is money on the mic when he's serious and focused, and that's exactly what he was during his promo on Raw. The stance he's taken during his feud with Brock Lesnar has excellent and this was more of the same. I could have done without his insider comments, but aside from that, this was great stuff from the WWE World Heavyweight Champion. In fact, everything involving Cena and Lesnar on this show was well done and had me waiting with bated breath for their SummerSlam clash.
· Chirs Jericho and Bray Wyatt interview: A lot of what Jericho and Wyatt have done during their feud over the last two months both inside the ring and on the mic has been less than stellar, but they had by far their best verbal exchange yet on Monday night. Jericho showed a serious side of him that hasn't been seen since his heel days and Wyatt was his usual great self. Even their brief interaction on Friday's Talk is Jericho podcast was a nice touch. Here's hoping their SummerSlam match will be better than their first in-ring encounter at Battleground.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Cesaro: These two have always worked well together and this match was no different. Cesaro's talent may be going to waste at the moment, but at least he's still having superb matches every single week. There was a lot of entertaining action in this match and the live crowd was hot for all of it. Seth Rollins' post-match promo put the icing on the cake as his match with Ambrose at SummerSlam draws near.
· Emma vs. Alicia Fox: I don't normally recommend matches from Superstars on this list, but this is a rare exception. Needless to say, both Emma and Fox are very good workers, but they had a much better match than I ever thought they would. Granted, it will go unseen because it was onSuperstars, but it was still an enjoyable matchup that saw Emma pick up a much-needed victory.
Stephanie McMahon and Brie Bella: Almost everything these two have done during their feud thus far has been great, but this was just too much. The whole "affair" angle drew too many comparisons to TNA's horrid Claire Lynch storyline from 2012. Yes, it provided a reason for Brie to be arrested later in the show, but even that I felt was unnecessary since the same happened to Stephanie only a few weeks prior. Despite the stupid segment, I still anticipate their match on Sunday, which is something I thought I would never say.
· AJ Lee vs. Eva Marie: It's not like these matches were bad or anything, but seeing it twice in one week was overkill, especially since Eva won both times. Both matches were all about furthering the feud between AJ Lee and Paige, which is completely understandable, but why make your champion lose two non-title matches, especially to a Diva without any talent? Please let this lead to AJ ripping Eva to pieces next week on Raw, writing her off TV indefinitely. I'm not holding my breath, though.
· Big Show and Mark Henry vs. Luke Harper and Erick Rowan: I was fine with the Henry and Show pairing if it meant more teams in the tag division, but if all they're going to do is defeat every credible team that steps in their path, then I really hope it's short-lived. Neither guy has anything better to do right now and I get that, but I have no desire to see them in the WWE Tag Team Championship hunt. Harper and Rowan deserve better than this and I hope they get their win back before long.
· Jack Swagger vs. Bo Dallas: Swagger going over was logical given that he has a match on Sunday and Dallas doesn't, but what the hell has happened with Dallas? He was on an undefeated streak, but once it was broken, it now seems as if WWE has lost all interest in pushing the guy. I hope I'm just getting ahead of myself and that's not the case, but a quick loss to Swagger sure doesn't indicate that they have big plans for him any time soon.
· Adam Rose vs. Fandango: I lost track of how many times we've seen this match by this point and it has grown incredibly tiresome. Both acts are stale and putting them together every week doesn't do anyone any favors. Rose has unfortunately been a flop and Fandango needs a character overhaul before he can be taken seriously again. At least Summer Rae and Layla weren't at ringside for this bout.
