Week of August 17, 2019
Match of the Week: Adam Cole vs. Johnny Gargano: NXT Championship 2-out-of-3 Falls Match - NXT TakeOver: Toronto II, August 10
The first two matches between Adam Cole and Johnny Gargano were widely regarded by fans to be among WWE's best bouts in 2019 so far, so it should hardly come as a surprise that they were able to produce yet another instant classic at NXT TakeOver: Toronto II. In what was essentially Three Stages of Hell, they beat the holy hell out of each other and crafted an absolute masterpiece of a matchup. Gargano got himself intentionally disqualified in the first fall, only to win the second fall (which was a Street Fight) decisively. After going extreme in the third and final fall, Cole reigned supreme.
Superstar of the Week: Sasha Banks
While I'm not the biggest fan of Sasha Banks essentially "walking out" after WrestleMania 35 and sitting the next four months at home, at least I'm justified in booing her now that she is a heel again, which is terrific news. There is also no denying that she came across like the biggest star on Raw this week when she made her long awaited return and attacked Natalya and Becky Lynch in brutal fashion. She was somewhat of an afterthought the last time we saw her, yet wasted no time in establishing herself as a serious threat to Lynch's Raw Women's Championship on Monday night.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Toronto II, August 10
WWE delivered a lot of enjoyable events over SummerSlam weekend, but none were better than NXT TakeOver: Toronto II on Saturday night. It was yet another stellar special from the black-and-gold brand that left me and many others satisfied as always. As exceptional as the aforementioned main event was, Candice LeRae vs. Io Shirai was equally entertaining. Some of the results (including Kyle O'Reilly, Bobby Fish and Roderick Strong failing to capture gold on the undercard) shocked me, but not in a bad way whatsoever. I'm looking forward to the fallout from the show.

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar vs. Seth Rollins: This is the match we should have gotten from these two years ago, but at least they finally went all out at SummerSlam. Personally, I thought it was the best bout of the night and was way better than expected, if only because Lesnar tends to wrestle the same style most of the time. My biggest issue with it was that Rollins acted as if he wasn't just brutally attacked by Lesnar the past two weeks on Raw. He had his ribs taped up, but that was about it. On the bright side, the outcome was what it needed to be, but I'm curious why they bothered to take the title off Rollins in the first place.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Trish Stratus: Props to Stratus for delivering despite not having wrestled a singles match in over eight years. Flair is always excellent, but I was pleasantly surprised by how strong this match was. The crowd was into it and both women had spectacular showings. Stratus won the last time she "retired" in 2006, so it was only logical for her to lose to Flair here. She honestly could not have gone out any better. I'm hoping Flair will run with this win for a while and use it to propel herself back into the title picture.
· "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt vs. Finn Balor: This was much more about Wyatt's grand re-debut than it was the match itself. I had high hopes for "The Fiend" and he did not disappoint. I was absolutely enamored with the entrance. It came off amazingly well, and truth be told, he felt like a bigger star than he has at any point of his career. That "Holy shit!" chant he received before the bell rang was well deserved. Balor scored some offense toward the end, but otherwise, this was a glorified squash for Wyatt as it should have been.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Drew McIntyre: I've been enjoying this mini feud since it started about a month ago. If nothing else, it's led to Alexander getting a ton of television time and being made to look like an equal to McIntyre. Their last one-on-one outing was outstanding. McIntyre proved why he's a future world champion while Alexander shined in defeat. It'd be even cooler but Alexander was able to avenge this loss in the King of the Ring tournament, but that's pure fantasy booking.
· Roman Reigns vs. Buddy Murphy: Speaking of tremendous television matches, Murphy and Reigns really outdid themselves here. I assumed this would be a one-sided affair in favor of Reigns when it was initially announced because of how Murphy has been a non-factor on SmackDown Live in recent months. Thankfully, that did not end up being the case, and instead, they went out there and killed it against each other. I'd argue this was the greatest Reigns match of 2019 to date. Meanwhile, Murphy had the performance of a lifetime. Anyone who watched him on 205 Live was already aware of his exceptional abilities, but now the whole world knows what he can do, too. Please, WWE, capitalize off this man's momentum and don't waste him any longer.
· Drew Gulak vs. Oney Lorcan: These two did not blow me away like I thought they would on the SummerSlam Kickoff show. That was a fairly basic bout, but the rematch on 205 Live two nights later was terrific. Gulak has been firing on all cylinders as WWE Cruiserweight Champion and Lorcan is a competitor who can do no wrong in the ring. It's a shame the feud appears to be over because I'd be up for more matches between them.
· Jordan Myles vs. Cameron Grimes: This entire NXT Breakout Tournament has been a blast. The crowd didn't seem to have a heavy interest in either guy at first, but Myles and Grimes eventually won them over and produced a fun match. Myles was the right winner I thought and I'm excited to see him challenge either Adam Cole or Velveteen Dream for their respective titles.
This Week's Low Points
· Kofi Kingston vs. Randy Orton: For the fifth pay-per-view in a row, Kingston failed to deliver a strong title defense. I've actually loved his reign as WWE Champion on the whole, but for whatever reason, each of his matches on pay-per-view have fallen flat. That's not to say this was terrible by any means, but it definitely lacked that special spark needed to take it to the next level. Worse yet, the double count-out finish sucked. It was literally the exact same ending WWE went with for AJ Styles vs. Samoa Joe at SummerSlam last year. I'm happy the feud isn't over yet, but this was a weak way of progressing their story.
· Bayley vs. Ember Moon: This match was perfectly fine from an in-ring standpoint, but I don't blame the crowd whatsoever for being as quiet as they were. Fans were given zero reason to care about either of these women or their feud heading into SummerSlam, which is disappointing because this had the potential to be really good. Instead, they delivered a decent matchup to little fanfare. It looks like Moon's time in the title picture is over if the finish to this and her loss to Charlotte Flair on SmackDown Live were any indication.
· Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross vs. The IIconics: It's hilarious how Bliss and Cross have now defended the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship more in one week than it felt like The IIconics did in four months. Unfortunately, this SummerSlam match was a total dud. It pitted two heel tandems against each other and nothing about the bout stood out as special whatsoever. Thankfully, it was right where it belonged on the Kickoff show and didn't last longer than it needed to. Bliss' Buzz Lightyear gear was the only highlight in my opinion.
· Ricochet vs. Elias: Ricochet lost clean to AJ Styles at SummerSlam, so it was imperative for him to bounce back in a big way on Raw the next night. Well, he failed. This match with Elias came together in predictable fashion with Ricochet interrupting Elias' concert, and although it was relatively brief, their styles didn't mesh well together and they couldn't overcome that bad botch halfway through. Sure, Ricochet won, but did he honestly gain anything from the victory? I'd argue no.
· Samoa Joe vs. Sami Zayn: I don't have the slightest clue what's going on with Joe at the moment and I don't think WWE does, either. I liked how he came across like an actual human being when Roman Reigns was attacked last week on Raw and that would have been the perfect time for him to transition into a babyface role. It appeared Joe was heading in that direction on Monday's Raw, especially after he decimated Zayn in under a minute, but he then immediately turned on the crowd during his post-match promo. Zayn was squashed yet again and Joe is still a heel, so in other words, nothing was accomplished. I wonder whose coffee Zayn peed in to get punished the way he has lately. As for Joe, he desperately needs consistent direction.
· Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon: I didn't have a problem with the SummerSlam match Owens and Shane had, if only because I wasn't expecting a mat classic from them. I hated how it was filled with shenanigans, but at least Owens emerged victorious. Sadly, Shane was still all over SmackDown Live as if nothing ever happened. I fear their feud will hurt Owens the longer it lasts because he'll gain nothing from beating Shane a second time.
· No Bray Wyatt on Raw or SmackDown Live: It's entirely possible that Wyatt had a family-related issue and had to leave Toronto early, but if he was still around and ready to work Raw and/or SmackDown, there is no excuse for him not showing up in some capacity coming off his hot debut at SummerSlam. I know I tuned in to see him and was disappointed when I didn't.
