WEEK OF AUGUST 23, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: SETH ROLLINS VS. DEAN AMBROSE - RAW, AUGUST 18
I've said it since the start and it still rings true to this day: The feud between Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins has been the best thing going in WWE all summer long. After their Battleground match failed to come to fruition, I highly anticipated their clash at the SummerSlam pay-per-view. Originally, I was skeptical of it being announced as a Lumberjack match, but sure enough, Ambrose and Rollins went out to the ring on Sunday night and made it perhaps the greatest Lumberjack match of all-time. Although Rollins emerged victorious on Sunday night, the intensity and all-out physicality between the two carried over to their Falls Count Anywhere rematch on Raw the next night. As expected, they had another blockbuster bout. Ambrose had the match won... that was, however, until Corporate Kane interfered and aided Rollins to victory. Ambrose may be off TV for the foreseeable future, but make no mistake about it, their feud is far from over. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: BROCK LESNAR
Normally, I base my Superstar of the Week award off the individual who shined the brightest over the course of the week on all of WWE's main shows (Raw, SmackDown, Main Event and pay-per-view). Lord knows he hasn't appeared on SmackDown in well over a decade and his appearances now are only relegated to Raws and PPVs, but Brock Lesnar made a major impact this week that is deserving of the honor alone. At SummerSlam, Lesnar did what no one has managed to do: He crushed John Cena, and that's no joke. He pillaged him of his pride, dignity and most importantly, his WWE World Heavyweight Championship. I fear for anyone who dare challenge Lesnar for that prestigious prize in the future. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE SUMMERSLAM
Some have said that SummerSlam recently regained its tagline in being the next biggest event of the year next to WrestleMania. I have to respectfully disagree. SummerSlam has been consistently entertaining this 2011's installment and this year's event was no exception. The show in past years has had its respective flaws, but no SummerSlam in the last few years has been as near-perfect as the 2014 installment was. The booking of the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match was brilliant with Brock Lesnar destroying John Cena, Stephanie McMahon vs. Brie Bella told a solid story, and Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins was just plain awesome. The only thing worth nitpicking about was the strange finish to the Jack Swagger vs. Rusev, but even that was designed to make Swagger look strong in defeat. Better yet, the events of SummerSlam had this viewer looking forward to what's next. Whether WWE can capitalize on this momentum remains to be seen. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Stephanie McMahon vs. Brie Brie: It's not that I wasn't looking forward to this match, but I never expected it to be as good as it ended up being. Stephanie hadn't wrestled a match in over a decade, so for her to go out there and have a better showing than half of the Divas locker room was extremely impressive. Anyone complaining about Stephanie winning needs to realize that Daniel Bryan fought an uphill battle against The Authority for nearly eight months, so for Brie to get her big win here would have ended the story too quickly.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: I knew going in that this was going to be a great match given their awesome (no pun intended) in-ring chemistry, and they definitely delivered. It served as a nice kickoff to the night and Ziggler winning the Intercontinental Championship was a pleasant surprise. It did some damage to Miz's character, sure, but his new gimmick is strong enough that he'll be fine enough without it. I look forward to their rumored rematch at Night of Champions.
· Paige vs. AJ Lee: I was hoping they'd get more than five minutes of in-ring time at SummerSlam, but they made the most of it and had a nice match. The finishing sequence in particular was very well done with Paige busting out her vicious looking Impaler DDT. The title change was necessary in keeping the feud alive and interesting. To put the rumors to rest, no, I don't think AJ lost because she's leaving the company and I'm sure her appearances on Raw and SmackDown this week backed that up.
· Roman Reigns vs. Randy Orton: I was fearful when I realized that they'd be in the buffer match slot between Stephanie vs. Brie and Cena vs. Lesnar, but they had a much better match than I thought they would. The first part of it was a bit dull yet solid, and they picked up the pace in the final few minutes. That RKO out of nowhere looked amazing and I was glad that they touted Reigns' win as the biggest of his career to date. I don't know if I want to see this rivalry continue, but at least they did an effective job of furthering their feud on Friday's SmackDown.
· Seth Rollins vs. Jack Swagger: I really liked how their backstage confrontation on Main Event led to them facing on SmackDown. It's a small thing, but it made a difference in my mind. They worked a very well wrestled match with some good back-and-forth action. Both guys have momentum right now, so it was smart to have Swagger lose via count-out. Hopefully they aren't already contemplating Swagger turning back heel as he's really flourished as a face these last two months.
· Rob Van Dam: After losing almost all if not every one of his matches since June, RVD bounced back with a nice series of victories this week. He defeated Cesaro in a good match on the SummerSlam pre-show, picked up the pinfall victory for his team on Raw and even managed to win his match against Randy Orton on SmackDown via disqualification. It remains to be seen how much time he has left before he takes off again, but here's hoping WWE can use him correctly before he does.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Nikki Bella heel turn: While it added a nice twist to the Stephanie McMahon vs. Brie Bella match, it as obvious from the moment she ran down to the ring. I figured this was a possibility so I'm fine with it, but her promo the next night on Raw had me fearful. Her acting and promo skills are horrendous, and Brie isn't too far off, either. I have a bad feeling this rivalry will bomb, but I also have a small shred of hope that they can somehow find a way to make it work.
· The Usos vs. Stardust and Goldust: The match itself was enjoyable, but I still find it difficult to get into anything that the Dust brothers do. They're a talented team, don't get me wrong, but the Stardust gimmick still feels one-dimensional to me. He hasn't explained it at all and it hasn't lead to anything in the last two months. I might be more intrigued by them if they were to turn heel, but as of now, I couldn't care less about anything they're doing. On a side note, isn't Goldust's WWE contract set to expire soon? Maybe this leads to them getting a title match but coming up short, leading to Stardust turning on his brother. That's very doubtful, though.
· Luke Harper and Erick Rowan: What has happened to this once-dominant tag team? They were on a roll during their feud with The Usos only a month ago, but they've lost so much as of late that a lot of their credibility has disappeared. It's unfortunate because they're championship material and should not be overlooked for a makeshift duo in Big Show and Mark Henry. The dwindling division needs all the help it can get and treating this duo like enhancement talent won't do anyone any favors.
· Paige vs. Natalya: These two Divas are capable of so much more and I was disappointed with their matches on Raw and SmackDown. Just go back and watch their matches from NXT! I guess I shouldn't be surprised, though. This is the second straight week that the Divas champion has lost two consecutive non-title matches. I'd be fine with it if it lead to Paige getting a championship match at some point, but if not, then having Paige come up short twice (in the same fashion, no less) is incredibly pointless and damaging to the Divas Championship.
· Roman Reigns vs. The Miz: Their SmackDown match last week was nothing special, so what was the point in holding a rematch? Not only was it not as good, but it didn't really accomplish much aside from setting up the post-match brawl between Orton and Reigns. On that note, the brawl between the two was fine for what it was, but it erased any momentum Orton gained from decimating Rob Van Dam earlier on in the night. Plus, if Miz is going to be a threat to the Intercontinental Championship, he shouldn't be losing quick matches for no reason.
· Slater Gator vs. Hornswoggle and El Torito: This was wrong on so many levels that I'm not even sure where to begin. First and foremost, Slater seemed to be on an apparent winning streak after beating the likes of Dolph Ziggler and Seth Rollins, so this loss ruined that. Additionally, Slater Gator had a few wins under their belt, but this ruined that as well. Thankfully, this garbage was tucked away on Superstars where not many people saw it.
