Week of August 24, 2019
Match of the Week: Buddy Murphy vs. Daniel Bryan - SmackDown Live, August 20
One month ago, Buddy Murphy wasn't even a thought in the minds of many fans. However, he's really come into prominence since getting involved in the Roman Reigns drama. He had a star-making performance against The Big Dog on last week's SmackDown Live, though I was skeptical that WWE would follow up on it correctly. Sure enough, he had the chance to rip it up with Daniel Bryan on this week's show and the two of them did not disappoint. Not only was it an exciting encounter, Murphy ended up scoring the upset victory. He has to go far in the King of the Ring tournament now.
Superstar of the Week: The Revival
It's actually astounding that The Revival have never been "Superstars of the Week" before, but I guess that goes to show how underwhelming their main roster run has been over the last two years. Sure, they've held the Raw Tag Team Championship twice in 2019, but they didn't begin to catch fire until just recently. After aiding Randy Orton in his assault on The New Day on Raw, The Revival then knocked off Heavy Machinery in a fun little match on SmackDown Live. They have the SmackDown Tag Team Championship in their sights, but will they be able to win them?
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 19
It isn't often that Raw is the recipient of my "Show of the Week" award, but I have to give the red brand credit where it's due. I thoroughly enjoyed Monday's episode on the whole. Granted, I wasn't enamored with everything that happened, but the three hours didn't drag as much as they normally do. Plus, there were enough quality matches and moments to make the show worthwhile. More importantly, it didn't rely on any big returns or title changes (excluding the main event) to be entertaining. We need more of that on Raw from week to week.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet and The Miz vs. Drew McIntyre and Baron Corbin: I honestly forgot that we haven't seen Corbin on Raw in over a month, which has been refreshing. I have no problem with him being back, as long as he isn't all over the show again and doesn't win King of the Ring. This served as a nice preview of next week's King of the Ring first round matches and I enjoyed the pace they worked. The babyfaces going over and picking up the momentum boost was the right call, though I do expect both of the heels to win their respective first round matchups. Some straightforward, quality wrestling gets an easy thumbs-up from me.
· Miz TV with Sami Zayn and Shinsuke Nakamura: When Zayn vowed that something had to change following his latest loss on Raw, I assumed he was talking about returning to his roots as a babyface. While that would have been ideal in my opinion, pairing him up with Nakamura just might work. Not only do they have history from NXT, neither one of them is doing anything of note at the moment. Nakamura needed a mouthpiece and Zayn is a terrific talker, so I think it's an alliance that make sense.
· King of the Ring first round matches: I was slightly skeptical last week when it was announced that King of the Ring was returning for the first time in four years, but it got off to a strong start on this week's episodes of Raw and SmackDown Live. Samoa Joe and Cesaro had my favorite first round match so far before Cedric Alexander scored a big win over Zayn to advance. On SmackDown, Andrade knocked off Apollo Crews in a fun little matchup and then Elias beat Kevin Owens. Next week's matches should be equally entertaining.
· Matt Riddle vs. Killian Dain: NXT has done a terrific job with this feud in recent weeks in making fans want to see them go at it. They finally went one-on-on on Wednesday night and it was every bit as excellent as I expected it to be. Riddle is always awesome, but this outing was especially important for Dain, who has been a man reborn since returning to NXT. Sure enough, he delivered in the ring and handed Riddle a rare defeat. I'm happy this rivalry appears to be far from over.
· Captain's Challenge match: This was basically a traditional Survivor Series five-on-five tag team elimination match, just with Cruiserweights. Oney Lorcan and Drew Gulak have been feuding since SummerSlam and this was a clever way for them to settle their score without facing off in singles action again. This received a ton of time, everyone got to shine at one point or another, and I loved the involvement of NXT up-and-comers Angel Garza and Isiah "Swerve" Scott. In the end, it was Humberto Carrillo who won for his team. Although Drew Gulak was never pinned or submitted (he intentionally got himself disqualified), I assume this sets up Carrillo for a shot at the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, possibly at next month's Clash of Champions event.
This Week's Low Points
· The O.C. vs. Seth Rollins and Braun Strowman: Just when it looked like the Raw tag team division was starting to get back on track, it has returned to where it was previously. I understand what WWE was going for here with Rollins and Strowman overcoming their differences to become the new Raw Tag Team Champions, but we've seen this several times in the past and I maintain it does nothing to make me care about their feud more. If anything, it does damage to the tag team scene in my opinion. The match itself was entertaining, but I could have done without the titles changing happens so soon after The O.C. won them.
· Roman Reigns vs. Dolph Ziggler: Props to these two for putting together a quality contest, but how anyone could have possibly taken Ziggler seriously as a threat to Reigns here is beyond me. The dude was squashed by Goldberg in decisive fashion at SummerSlam and then again by The Miz the next night on Raw. He's a great hand to have in the ring, but until he decides to take his talents elsewhere, he will forever be utilized as a stepping stone for others. Basically, it should not have taken Reigns 10 minutes to beat him.
· Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross vs. Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville: What I said about Bliss and Cross as WWE Women's Tag Team Champions last week applies here as well. While I'm happy the champs are actually appearing on television every week (and winning), I still have no idea whether we're supposed to be cheering them or booing them. They faced The Kabuki Warriors last week and then Rose and Deville on Monday night. Worse yet, not only was this below-average, I fear Bliss and Cross have already wiped out all of their opposition.
· Roman Reigns' "attacker" revealed: After weeks of anticipation, we finally found out who has been attacking Reigns! Okay, not really. WWE spent the entire episode of SmackDown Live hyping up how Daniel Bryan would reveal to the world who has been behind it, only to give us some random dude who has a slight resemblance to Erick Rowan. This whole storyline has been a waste of time. I'm ready for them to skip ahead to Bryan vs. Reigns because that's what I've been waiting for.
· Kevin Owens vs. Elias: The first three matches in this year's King of the Ring tournament were a lot of fun, but Owens vs. Elias was exactly what I hoped it wouldn't be. It was less about the action and more about the shenanigans with Shane McMahon at ringside. You had to know when Shane acted nice towards Owens earlier in the evening that he would screw him over in the end, and sure enough, that's what happened. This didn't do Owens, who is super hot at the moment, any favors. I said this last week, but I have zero desire to see his storyline with Shane continue. The program peaked at SummerSlam and that should have been it, but WWE can't seem to help themselves sometimes. Owens should have made it farther in the tourney than just the first round.
