Week of August 25, 2018
Match of the Week: Gran Metalik and Lince Dorado vs. Buddy Murphy and Tony Nese: Tornado Tag Team Match - 205 Live, August 21
In a week where we witnessed a slew of stellar matches at NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV and SummerSlam, 205 Live ended up being the program to host the best bout from the last seven days. It's no secret that the revamped Cruiserweight show has quietly been producing great show after great show in recent months, but the latest episode is especially worth checking out, if only for the Tornado Tag Team main event pitting Gran Metalik and Lince Dorado against Buddy Murphy and Tony Nese. It was all action from start to finish and the crowd was hot for everything they did.
Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
At long last, Roman Reigns is Universal Champion. Regardless of how you feel about that fact, I think it's safe to say that the story of Reigns chasing Brock Lesnar for the title finally coming to an end is a relief. Their main event match at SummerSlam wasn't nearly as awful as I expected, largely thanks to Braun Strowman's involvement. Reigns continued to roll the next night on Raw when he reigned supreme over Finn Balor to successfully retain the title in what was an excellent matchup. To top it all off, The Shield reunited afterward, cementing Reigns' spot at the top of Raw.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV, August 18
No NXT TakeOver special has ever been less than "good," and most have been outstanding if not better than that. The latest installment on Saturday night in Brooklyn was no exception, as the entire event was entertaining and had something for everyone. From the violence-filled main event to the exciting NXT North American Championship match to clash of characters with Velveteen Dream and EC3, it was an above-average show that just so happened to feature two title changes. Better yet, TakeOver: Brooklyn IV left me looking forward to what's next for the brand.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. Samoa Joe: This was my most anticipated match on the SummerSlam card and it wound up being the best, though for different reasons than I expected. The in-ring action was excellent and all, but what really made this matchup stand out from the rest on the show was the story they told with Styles attempting to avenge his family for the comments Joe made toward them. This feud got extremely personal very quickly, causing fans to want to see Joe get his comeuppance at the hands of Styles that much more. I didn't mind the disqualification finish, if only because it keeps their feud alive.
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz: I felt bad for these guys for having to follow the hot angle with the WWE Championship, but this was still an awesome outing between two guys with a ton of history and chemistry. I was glad they were given as much time as they were and they surely made the most of it. This bout also had a cheap finish, but it was imperative Miz went over to prolong the program. Plus, he needed the win way more than Bryan, and now he can boast about beating Bryan one-on-one heading into Hell in a Cell.
· Roman Reigns vs. Finn Balor: To their credit, Reigns vs. Brock Lesnar exceeded expectations at SummerSlam, but it wasn't exactly my cup of tea. That's why I enjoyed Reigns vs. Balor from the main event of Raw immensely, because it kicked off Reigns' run as Universal Champion on a high note. It's so refreshing to have a world champion on Raw that actually wrestles every week and defends the gold on a regular basis. Balor had a hell of a showing here and I hope he gets a bit of a boost from this despite his defeat. Finally, The Shield is back! What an amazing angle to end Raw with.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Dolph Ziggler: The Shield reuniting and Ambrose being a part of it is cool enough, but I really appreciate how he isn't the wacky Lunatic Fringe we were accustomed to seeing before he got hurt. He's so much better (and more bearable) in straight-up serious mode, giving me faith that a heel turn is in his future. At any rate, this was an enjoyable encounter between him and Ziggler where the right man won.
· The Bludgeon Brothers vs. The New Day: The Bludgeon Brothers have been working the same style of match since joining the SmackDown Live tag team division late last year. It's understandable that they would be presented as dominant, but it made their matches fairly boring. However, New Day brought the best out of them at SummerSlam and in their No Disqualification rematch on SmackDown Live. It was reported Rowan was injured at SummerSlam, so props to him for doing as much as he did in the rematch and not giving off the vibe he was wrestling hurt. Even if that wasn't the case, giving the twin titles to New Day was what needed to happen. They're riding a wave of momentum right now and can breathe new life into the division.
· Pete Dunne vs. Zack Gibson: This pre-TakeOver match that was taped for Wednesday's episode of NXT was such a treat. Granted, Gibson had virtually no chance of capturing the WWE United Kingdom Championship, but it didn't matter because the audience ate this up. Dunne is an absolute star and I'm excited for him to (hopefully) be a regular on NXT TV again going forward.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Kevin Owens: I'm a fan of both of these guys, but this whole rivalry has been one giant waste of time. They've practically been feuding since the Superstar Shake-up in April, and Strowman has gotten the best of Owens at every turn. Yes, Owens technically beat Strowman at Extreme Rules, but he was still made to look like a loser, similar to how he was here. I wasn't at all expecting Owens to win, but I didn't expect Owens to be squashed, either. Owens can be a real player for Raw if booked properly, but this didn't give me much hope that officials see him for the star that he truly is, which is a shame.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Jeff Hardy: I applaud them for their effort, but this match was flawed from the get-go. There was no reason for Randy Orton to not be added to this thing. Not only would it have been a better matchup, it would have caused fans to care more about the outcome. We've already seen Hardy vs. Nakamura one-on-one a few times before and I suspected the crowd was waiting for Orton to show up during it. When he didn't, the ending came across as anticlimactic. I liked the follow-up on SmackDown Live, though.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Baron Corbin: It's pretty sad that after being a part of one of the main matches at Extreme Rules against Roman Reigns, Lashley was nowhere to be seen at SummerSlam (not even the Kickoff show). The flat reaction he received the next night on Raw from the Brooklyn crowd was telling, too. Worse yet, his match with Corbin bored me to tears. Whoever thought that was a good idea needs to get their head checked because nothing about it screamed special in the slightest. Lashley desperately needs a repacking to avoid being lost in the shuffle this fall.
· Titus Worldwide vs. The Authors of Pain: This never-ending rivalry resumed on Raw with yet another encounter between these two teams. As you probably already figured, it was a total throwaway match. If nothing else, I'm glad Authors of Pain emerged victorious, but they are so heavily damaged that it will take a ton more than a win over Titus Worldwide to get them back on track. Also, Apollo Crews deserves a singles push.
· Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: First and foremost, Lynch deserves credit for making the most of her heel turn at SummerSlam and for delivering a hell of a promo on SmackDown this week. She's a natural babyface, which is the issue, and despite being so convincing with what she had to say, the fans still cheered her. Crowds were willing to boo Charlotte as it was, so I don't understand why WWE is forcing a Lynch heel turn when she was as beloved as could be. Besides, Charlotte has always worked better as a heel. I realize this was only one city and others might be different than Brooklyn, but I don't see this storyline getting the fan reaction the company thinks it will. The matches are bound to be great, but both women are unquestionably miscast as characters.
· Rusev and Lana vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas and Zelina Vega: This has been a fine feud for the undercard of SmackDown, but the 50/50 booking with them doesn't help matters. The matches were fairly basic and only served to establish that Aiden English is back in the good graces of Rusev and Lana. Almas and Lana should be transitioned out of this and into something more important soon.
