Week of August 27, 2016
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. AJ Styles - SummerSlam, August 21
If I was to write out every "Match of the Week" from the past year and a half, I'm sure John Cena would be leading the list of most appearances. They don't call him "Big Match John" for nothing, and he proved that yet again this past week with his phenomenal (pun intended) performance against AJ Styles at SummerSlam on Sunday night. After their instant classic at June's Money in the Bank pay-per-view, I was wondering how they would be able to top themselves, and they managed to exceed expectations in a five star matchup that earns my vote for the best bout of 2016 to date. From Attitude Adjustment to Styles Clash, both icons pulled everything out of their respective arsenals, but nothing seemed to put the other away. When the smoke cleared, Styles had his hand raised, scoring his second victory over his arch-rival. 

Superstar of the Week: Bayley
I was disappointed as anyone when Bayley wasn't called up to the main roster with the rest of the Four Horsewomen last summer, but let's face it: it ultimately worked out for the better. She went on to capture the NXT Women's Championship in one of the greatest matches of the last decade against Sasha Banks and reigned as champion for an impressive eight months. Although she dropped the strap to Asuka in April, she embarked on a road to redemption, culminating in an anticipated rematch at TakeOver: Brooklyn. They once again contested an excellent match, and even in defeat, Bayley looked like a star and earned the audience's respect. A mere 48 hours later, she made her long awaited Raw debut, confronting Charlotte and beating Dana Brooke. If you weren't already familiar with Huganomics, you are now! 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn, August 20
What a wild week it was in the world of wrestling, and every show seemed to have something to offer. As someone who was in attendance for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn, SummerSlam and Raw, I can safely say that WWE brought their A-game this week. While I wasn't at SmackDown Live, I almost wish I would have been considering it was even better than Raw and did an effective job of setting the stage for next month's Backlash pay-per-view. Even SummerSlam, which was criticized by fans for its anticlimactic ending and controversial card, had its moments and was an enjoyable event on the whole. But I would be lying if I said anything but TakeOver: Brooklyn ran away with this award this week, as it was virtually the perfect show and arguably the best wrestling show I have ever had the pleasure of being at. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Samoa Joe: The match we have waited months for was every bit as awesome as we all expected it would be. Their hard-hitting styles meshed perfectly and it resulted in an excellent affair. And the energy in the arena for Nakamura was unreal! From the chants he received before, during and after the show, it was Nakamura's night, and thus it was only fitting he defeated Joe to capture his first NXT Championship. The matches Nakamura can have with the rest of the roster should be stellar. Moreover, this loss allows Joe to move up to the main roster where he belongs. Hopefully we see him surface on Raw or SmackDown fairly soon.
· The Revival vs. Johnny Gargano and Tomasso Ciampa: These tag team matches at TakeOver continue to get better and better. And I thought Blake and Murphy vs. The Vaudevillians at last year's Brooklyn special was great! This match was absolutely incredible and yet another example of not only how talented these two tandems are but also how strong NXT's tag team division has become. The old school psychology from Revival was off the charts and Gargano and Ciampa never fail to deliver a phenomenal performance.
· Finn Balor vs. Seth Rollins: Yes, the unveiling of the new WWE Universal Championship was disappointing (I'll discuss that further in the "Low Points" column), but the actual match was a treat. You know, when the crowd wasn't ruining it with their incessant chants for the championship belt they didn't approve of. I guess people paid their money to be there and can do what they want, but that didn't make their chants any less annoying. That aside, the match was well-wrestled and I'm sure they are capable of contesting an even better match, which I hope we get at some point down the line.
· Bayley's debut: Regardless of who walked out of SummerSlam as the WWE Women's Champion, it was imperative Bayley was called up to the main roster on the post-pay-per-view edition of Raw, especially after her loss to Asuka at TakeOver: Brooklyn. She accomplished all she could in NXT and it was high time she was moved to Monday nights. Her arrival on Raw went off without a hitch and it was such a magical moment to be a part of as a longtime fan of hers.
· The Dudley Boyz bid farewell: Well, this was a surprise. Their lack of swerve was actually the swerve because everyone thought that when they teased leaving on the Raw after SummerSlam, that was wrestling lingo for "we're going our separate ways and Bully Ray is coming back." In the end, their departure was legitimate, which is shame because I wanted them to become tag team champions one last time. Perhaps that's still possible down the line. At any rate, they received a solid send-off and I was happy they were able to deliver an emotional farewell, in addition to putting over The Club on their way. That's what makes them true professionals.
· AJ Styles vs. Dolph Ziggler: This match might have meant more if Ziggler hadn't been made to look like such a fool at SummerSlam by losing in decisive fashion, but from an in-ring standpoint, this was fantastic. He may not have much credibility at the moment, but Ziggler remains an exceptional wrestler. Meanwhile, I'm looking forward to seeing Styles contend for the WWE World Championship at Backlash.
This Week's Low Points
· Brock Lesnar vs. Randy Orton: My immediate instinct was to defend the match because I thought the match ended earlier than initially planned, but then I heard that wasn't the case and the match was designed to conclude the way it did. With that in mind, this was a major disappointment. They seemed to be reaching that next gear just when Lesnar busted Orton open. Sure, it was innovative, but it was an anticlimactic ending to the show. I didn't have my hopes up for a Goldberg return, but an F5 to Shane McMahon wasn't enough. On the bright side, Lesnar is as badass as ever, and when he eventually loses, it is going to be a huge happening.
· The WWE Universal Championship: As previously mentioned, it wasn't the match between Finn Balor vs. Seth Rollins that I had an issue with but rather the unveiling of the all-new title belt. No, it isn't ugly; it's simply unoriginal. I understand making the main title for Raw red, but where's the creativity? Imagine if they did this with the WWE and the World Heavyweight Championships a decade and a half ago. People would have gone berserk! Perhaps I'll get used to it in due time like I did with the name of the championship, but we'll see.
· The New Day vs. The Club: I haven't cared too much about this feud to begin with, so maybe it made sense for the match to fall flat. New Day were obviously over with the Brooklyn crowd and I enjoyed the involvement of Jon Stewart, but I really wish The Club stayed serious and didn't become so campy. For example, why wouldn't they have decimated Stewart when they had the chance? Sure, they won the match, but then Karl Anderson lost clean the next night on Raw. In other words, they have zero momentum at the moment, and now I'm not so sure they'll win the titles from New Day.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Dolph Ziggler: I guarantee you that this match will be a footnote in the annals of SummerSlam history, which is a true shame considering how hyped they got me for the match in the weeks preceding the pay-per-view. Their chemistry on the mic was excellent, yet they couldn't translate that to the squared circle for some reason. People in the arena couldn't have cared less, and with no heel turn or anything, it was a largely forgettable championship clash.
· Finn Balor gets injured: What terrible timing. Less than 24 hours removed from the crowning achievement of his career, Balor was forced to relinquish his newly won WWE Universal Championship on Raw. He arguably had a better rookie month than just about anyone in WWE history, and it couldn't have ended any worse with the injury. The early timetable for his comeback could be anywhere from four to six months, so we can only assume that he could be back in time for WrestleMania 33 or even the Royal Rumble. It will make for a sensational story when he returns, for him to regain the gold he never technically lost, but it's a big blow to Raw in the meantime.
· Titus O'Neil promo: This whole feud between O'Neil and Darren Young has been one massive train wreck, but this was downright deplorable. O'Neil was no more than ten seconds into his promo before he started botching every word of what he had to say. I understand he was nervous, but it might be wise of WWE to keep a live microphone as far away from O'Neil as humanly possible, for his sake and ours.
