Week of August 29, 2020

Match of the Week:
Seth Rollins vs. Dominik Mysterio (SummerSlam, August 23)
Much like Pat McAfee at NXT TakeOver XXX, Dominik Mysterio did not disappoint in his highly-anticipated in-ring debut against Seth Rollins at last Sunday's SummerSlam pay-per-view. He was always expected to do well with his dad being Rey Mysterio and all, but I don't know if anyone thought he would have as strong of a showing as he did. They had a hell of a Street Fight and I loved how they took full advantage of the stipulation. Rollins and Dominik battered each other with every weapon they could find as Rey and his wife Angie watched from the sidelines. In the end, Dominik couldn't pick up the win, but he put in an incredible effort, nonetheless.
Superstar of the Week:
Roman Reigns
The Big Dog is back, but better yet, he isn't the same as he was the last time he appeared on WWE TV before WrestleMania 36. He resurfaced in the closing moments of SummerSlam with an edge, attacking both Braun Strowman and newly-crowned Universal Champion "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt. He made it perfectly clear he wants that belt back. As if that wasn't exciting enough, Reigns was revealed to have aligned with Paul Heyman at the end of Friday's SmackDown. It sure looks like Reigns is a heel now, and assuming that's the case, I'm fully on board with the much-needed character change.
Show of the Week:
WWE SummerSlam, August 23
Yes, it was a rare instance where WWE's main roster pay-per-view was actually better than the NXT TakeOver special the night prior. Don't get me wrong, I thoroughly enjoyed TakeOver XXX, but I found SummerSlam to be slightly stronger on the whole. Part of that may have been because of the atmosphere at the ThunderDome compared to Full Sail University, but both shows were excellent, nonetheless. Additionally, largely everything delivered on the whole. The in-ring action was entertaining and the right booking decisions were made, which made for an exceptionally enjoyable viewing experience as a fan.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· NXT North American Championship Ladder match: It's really hard to deliver a subpar Ladder match (unless it's too much of a mess or if it's painfully boring). Unsurprisingly, the latest one at NXT TakeOver XXX was a blast. Everyone had their time to shine and it helped that the outcome was unpredictable as any one of the five guys could have emerged as the new champion. The final few minutes were especially awesome and I'm thrilled Damian Priest finally got his big moment.
· Adam Cole vs. Pat McAfee: I figured this would be somewhat solid and that McAfee would give it a great effort, but I didn't think he'd seal the show the way he did. Seriously, he may have missed his calling as a professional wrestler instead of a football player. Hey, he's only 33-years-old, so it isn't too late! All joking aside, this was my favorite match of the night. Both McAfee and Cole were fantastic in their respective roles and I'd definitely be down for more of McAfee in NXT.
· Io Shirai vs. Dakota Kai: Shirai successfully retaining her NXT Women's Championship could be seen coming from a mile away, but that didn't hinder my enjoyment of this outing whatsoever. Kai had one of her best performances in NXT to date and Shirai was exceptional as always. I'm interested to see what the NXT Women's Championship picture will look like going forward with Rhea Ripley, Raquel Gonzalez and Mercedes Martinez now gunning for the gold.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Randy Orton: The build to this bout going into SummerSlam was strong, but I wasn't sure how good the actual match was going to be. Sure enough, they worked wonderfully together. This was well-paced and I appreciated how neither of them hit a single finisher (unlike most world championship clashes you'll see on pay-per-view). That was obviously done by design to keep the feud alive for a little longer, but it was still a refreshing change of pace.
· Asuka vs. Bayley and Sasha Banks: I decided to lump both of these SummerSlam matches into one "Highlight" because of how terrific they were and because of the booking. I had no doubt these women would kill it, but we've seen them face each other so much over the last month that I wasn't positive that they'd be able to hold my interest. Despite their many matches lately, they delivered and it was smart for Asuka to only regain the Raw Women's Championship.
· Mandy Rose vs. Sonya Deville: While this wasn't on the same level as the above bouts, I give Rose and Deville a ton of credit for performing as well as they did given recent events. This benefited from being No Disqualification and the additional Loser Leaves WWE stipulation raised the stakes. It was undoubtedly the most memorable match either of them have had to date and Rose winning was the right result. Now we await Deville's inevitable return.
· Aleister Black on The KO Show: Both Black and Kevin Owens have been in desperate need of direction for some time now, so I'm in full favor of them feuding. Black's heel turn definitely took me by surprise, just because he was perfectly fine as a face, but the fact of the matter is that WWE hasn't done anything of note with him in many months and this might be his ticket to a title program eventually. Plus, These two are bound to have great chemistry together.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: This wasn't on the level of some of the matches they have two years ago over the United States Championship, but I enjoyed it for what it was. Kicking off SmackDown with an open challenge is never a bad idea, but even better than the match itself was what happened afterward. I was stoked to see Sami Zayn return after being gone since WrestleMania 36. Hardy vs. Zayn vs. AJ Styles in a Triple Threat matchup sounds good to me.
· William Regal's NXT Championship announcement: First and foremost, it was awesome to have Regal back on NXT TV for the first time since quarantine started. He doesn't need to appear on every episode, but his presence is most definitely appreciated whenever he does show up for important segments such as this one. He announced that the NXT Championship will be defended in a 60-minute Iron Man Fatal 4-Way match next week and I can't wait for that.
· Imperium vs. Breezango: I wasn't sold on Breezango becoming the number one contenders at TakeOver XXX, but them winning the NXT Tag Team Championship from Imperium on Wednesday's NXT made for a nice moment. It actually marked their first taste of gold in the company, which is crazy considering how long they've been around for. I assume they'll only be filler champions before dropping the belts to Legado del Fantasma in the not-too-distant future.
This Week's Low Points
· Keith Lee vs, Randy Orton: Oh boy, how I hated Lee's Raw debut on almost every level. Am I happy he's on the main roster now? Yes, he deserves it. However, they managed to make him feel like anybody else on the show with the way they introduced him. They tweaked his already-awesome entrance music for no reason, changed his gear for no reason as well, and booked him like an afterthought against Orton. He'll be fine in the long run, but this was not a strong start.
· Rey and Dominik Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins and Murphy: This isn't in the "Low Points" column because of its quality but rather because it had no business happening on Raw, let alone six days before a pay-per-view where they're scheduled to have a rematch. What we got from them was solid, but if RETRIBUTION was always going to interfere and leave the babyfaces laying to end the show, then WWE should have thought of a different main event to go with instead.
· Bayley vs. Shayna Baszler: Heel vs. heel matches rarely work and this was a prime example of that. What I despised more than the match itself, however, was what came out of it. Baszler teased an alliance with Nia Jax beforehand because she wanted her to leave her alone. So, she agreed to team with her. What?! They literally went from shoving each other to setting their sights on Bayley and Sasha Banks moments later. This was a mess all around and shouldn't have happened.
· Cedric Alexander vs. R-Truth vs. Shelton Benjamin vs. Akira Tozawa: As I've said before, the 24/7 Championship has long overstayed its welcome. Having these four guys play hot potato with it doesn't do the title or the Superstars themselves any favors because it's a pointless. I understand the belt isn't supposed to be taken seriously, but these matches are glorified filler and accomplish nothing. I have no idea how anyone could bring themselves to care.
· Montez Ford vs. Angel Garza: The Street Profits decisively defeated Andrade and Garza to retain the Raw Tag Team Championship at SummerSlam. Thus, there was zero reason for the rivalry to continue on the next night's Raw with Ford taking on Garza. The match was nothing of note and only seemed to exist so the story with Garza and Demi Burnett could progress. I'm ready for Street Profits to take on new challengers and move on from this feud.
· Asuka vs. Sasha Banks: I enjoyed the match these two had for the Raw Women's Championship at SummerSlam and Asuka beating Banks to regain the gold was absolutely the right call, but the rematch on Raw and the Lumberjack stipulation it had were unnecessary. I thought that automatic rematch clauses for former champions were a thing of the past? If so, what did Banks do to deserve another shot? Thankfully, the saga with Banks, Bayley and Asuka is finally over.
· Apollo Crews vs. Bobby Lashley in an arm wrestling competition: Truth be told, I can't remember a single arm wrestling competition that WWE has held that I was actually entertained by. I'm in full favor of Lashley contending for Crews' United States Championship at Payback (and hopefully win it), but this was a poor way to build toward that. It also felt like a waste of Mark Henry, who was supposed to officiate but ended up being there for no more than a minute or two.
· Mickie James attacks Natalya and Lana: If you couldn't already tell by the abundance of matches and segments from Monday's Raw in the "Low Points" column, I really hated the show. In fact, I found it to be the weakest episode all year because of all the mind-boggling booking decisions and uneventful in-ring action. As for this segment, it bored me to tears. I'm happy to see James back after a long layoff due to injury, but her feuding with Natalya and Lana does nothing for me.
· Matt Riddle vs. Shorty G: I wasn't sold on Chad Gable turning heel a few weeks ago and apparently aligning with King Corbin, but I saw it as an opportunity for him to stop using the Shorty G name and have a competitive contest with Riddle at some point. Unfortunately, neither of those things have happened. Riddle and Gable finally went one-on-one on Friday's SmackDown, but it was barely over a minute long. They shouldn't have even bothered. How disappointing.
· Karrion Kross relinquishes the NXT Championship: This was the sole NXT "Low Point" for me this week, and it was something completely out of the brand's control. Kross suffering an injury right before picking up the biggest win of his career is such a shame. He's been on quite the roll since arriving in NXT and it sucks to see his momentum come to an abrupt halt. Hopefully he'll be back sooner rather than later and reclaim the championship he was never beaten for.
