WEEK OF AUGUST 30, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ADRIAN NEVILLE AND SAMI ZAYN VS. TYSON KIDD AND TYLER BREEZE - NXT, AUGUST 28
For a match from NXT to win the award for Match of the Week is not only a testament to how great the developmental territory is but also how mediocre the main shows were this past week. Nevertheless, the contest that came closest to capturing the crowd's (and my) attention was the tag team main event pitting Adrian Neville and Sami Zayn against Tyson Kidd and Tyler Breeze. It was earlier on in the night that newly appointed NXT General Manager William Regal made a Fatal 4-Way for the NXT Championship featuring these four competitors official for Takeover 2 in two weeks, making this match that much more interesting. In addition to the action being entertaining, there was tension teased between each of the combatants. Although Kidd and Breeze emerged victorious, Zayn was ultimately the last man standing. Could he be foreshadowing the finish to one of the most highly anticipated title matches at Takeover 2? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: STARDUST AND GOLDUST
I'll be the first one to admit it: I have never been a fan of Stardust. While I enjoy Cody Rhodes and Goldust as athletes, the Stardust gimmick does nothing for me and I see it as a waste of Cody's tremendous talents. Sure, he's embraced the character and made the most of it, but he and Goldust were over with audiences just being themselves. That said, I really liked the move to turn them heel this past week on Raw. They scored a non-title victory over The Usos, presumably earning another shot at the WWE Tag Team Championships for later down the line. They followed it up with a win on Main Event over Los Matadores. Will this heel turn lead them to tag team gold? Only time will tell. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, AUGUST 28
It's absolutely astonishing to me that WWE product went from being insanely hot with their extraordinary SummerSlam pay-per-view to being staler than month-old bread with this past week's set of shows. SmackDown was lackluster, Main Event was mediocre and Raw was disastrous. It marked the first time in recent memory that all three of WWE's main roster programs weren't worth watching. Thankfully, there's always the alternative and no, I'm not talking about TNA. NXT may not always be stellar, but it certainly seems like it's better more often than not, something that can't be said for Raw or SmackDown. While nothing on this week's edition of NXT was off-the-charts amazing, it did a superb job of building toward the NXT Takeover 2 special in a few weeks. Every advertised match for the event was hyped in one way or another and a new NXT General Manager was also named. So, if you're looking for consistent quality entertainment, look no farther than NXT. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Legends panel: This barely makes the Highlights column. I like the approach of having high profile Legends discuss the rematch between John Cena and Brock Lesnar at Night of Champions and making it feel more important, but the execution was off. Everything Hulk Hogan, Shawn Michaels and Ric Flair said came off as incoherent rambling and Cena's "I'm going to beat your ass" line to Lesnar was so predictable. Don't get me wrong, I like that Cena is keeping it serious going into the match with Lesnar, but his "passionate" promos grow old after a while. Having him show no ill-effects from the beating he took at SummerSlam was also incredibly asinine.
· Rusev vs. Jack Swagger: I also debated putting this in the Low Points column, but there was so much wrong with WWE this week that this came off as a Highlight in comparison. The matches that Rusev and Swagger have had have been good, so that's not the problem. The problem is that the feud is still going. And don't tell me that it's building to a Swagger win because it's not and it shouldn't. The finish to their Raw match was dragged out too long and it was a repeat of what we saw at SummerSlam. Their Submission match on SmackDown was also unnecessary.
· Seth Rollins vs. Rob Van Dam: The matches between these two never disappoint and their clashes on Main Event and SmackDown this week were no exception. The two bouts were well wrestled and I liked how RVD's count-out win on Main Event led to Rollins getting the pinfall win on SmackDown. If that was indeed RVD's final match for the foreseeable future, then I'm glad he left on a high note (no pun intended).
· Bayley vs. Sasha Banks: Bayley and Banks always work well together and I was happy to see them face off again on this week's NXT. While nothing was on the line this time around, there didn't need to be. It was another great showing from both ladies and it was a nice win for Bayley going into her NXT Women's Championship match with Charlotte at Takeover 2. Speaking of which, Bayley and Charlotte had a very good verbal exchange after the match, making me genuinely excited for their upcoming encounter.
· William Regal as NXT General Manager: Yes, I'm one of the world's biggest Regal fans so I'll automatically love anything he's involved in, but either way this was a great move. JBL rarely ever appeared on NXT and served no purpose in the role. Regal is there at the tapings anyway and we know how great of an authority figure he can be based on his time as Raw GM in 2008.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· The Bella Twins: My god, this was absolutely atrocious. As I said last week, I was fine with the idea of The Bellas Twins feuding since it keeps Brie away from Stephanie McMahon for a while. However, this segment left me with no hope that this rivalry is going to be any good. For what it's worth, I thought Nikki's delivery was a major improvement from last week, as she came off as a truly despicable heel you want to see put in their place. The lines, on the other hand, were stupendously stupid and uncomfortable. Holding hands in the womb? Seriously?! Give me a break. And don't even get me started on the horrendous acting from Brie. Lord have mercy on us all.
· The Wyatt Family: I mentioned last week how disgusted I was at the complete misuse of Luke Harper and Erick Rowan. They are a tremendously talented tag team that should not be fed to Big Show and Mark Henry as fodder. What's worse is that Bray Wyatt has gotten in on the "burial" as well. I use that term loosely, but all members of the bearded clan were absolutely annihilated at the hands of John Cena and company on Raw. As if that wasn't enough, there were on the receiving end of another loss on Friday's SmackDown to the likes of Show, Henry and Roman Reigns. Ridiculous.
· Los Matadores vs. Slater Gator: Please provide me with one good reason why this match needed to happen. I dare you, because I can't think of a single one. Heath Slater seemed to be on a winning streak of sorts after defeating Seth Rollins and Dolph Ziggler in recent weeks, but apparently that is no more. If anything, I figured this would be done to give Slater Gator a win to set them up as credible challengers to the WWE Tag Team Champions The Usos, but they ended up losing. This was the definition of a waste of time.
· Paige vs. Emma: I was disappointed with how the matches between Paige and Natayla didn't live up to their full potential, so I wasn't surprised when this match between two of NXT's brightest prospects earlier this year lasted all of a minute. Still, that doesn't take away from the fact that these two should be able to have the match they're capable of having.
· The Ascension vs. local athletes: Need I say more? We've seen this same exact match time and time again over the last two years that it's gotten to the point of absolute hilarity. Could The Ascension have not faced one of the losing teams in the recent tag tournament? At least they're post-match promo did a swell job of hyping up their tag team title defeat at Takeover 2.
