Week of August 31, 2019
Match of the Week: Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic - NXT, August 28
Ever since their initial encounter on NXT ended in a double count-out many months ago, I have been anxiously awaiting the rematch between Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic. Lee was out hurt for a while and then Dijakovic got injured, so the timing was never right until this past week. Needless to say, it lived up to my lofty expectations. In the 11 minutes they were allotted, Lee and Dijakovic went to war and pulled everything out of their respective arsenals. The crowd could not have been hotter for this electric encounter, which ended in a win for Dijakovic.
Superstar of the Week: Cedric Alexander
It was only a few months ago that, despite moving to Raw from 205 Live in the 2019 Superstar Shake-up, Cedric Alexander was nowhere to be seen on the flagship show. It was baffling to me that he wasn't been utilized in any capacity (24/7 Championship stuff aside) and that his talent was going to waste. Then his feud with Drew McIntyre came along and he's been one to watch ever since. He knocked off Cesaro in an exciting affair this past week on Raw and now looks ahead to facing Baron Corbin in the King of the Ring quarterfinals next Monday night. Can he keep it going?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, August 28
Although Raw and SmackDown Live have definitely improved in recent months, you'd be hard-pressed to find a better hour of wrestling this week than NXT. The black-and-gold brand usually delivers no matter what, but Wednesday's episode was especially excellent. Io Shirai and Candice LeRae furthered their feud, Rhea Ripley made a surprise appearance, Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic ripped it up, and the NXT Tag Team Championship changed hands in the night's awesome main event between Street Profits and Undisputed Era. It doesn't get much better than that.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet vs. Drew McIntyre: The King of the Ring tournament has been an absolute blast so far and this match from Raw is exactly why. It marked the first-ever one-on-one encounter between Ricochet and McIntyre and they did not pass up the opportunity to steal the show. For two guys who have never wrestled against each other before in singles competition, they had terrific chemistry and produced an incredibly entertaining outing. Better yet, Ricochet's clean win over McIntyre came as a complete surprise. I have no idea what this means for McIntyre, but it was cool to see Ricochet advance to the next round.
· The Miz vs. Baron Corbin: While this wasn't on the same level as Ricochet vs. McIntyre, I enjoyed this immensely, nonetheless. I remembered that they worked well together at Survivor Series 2017 when they first faced off and that was once again the case here. Granted, I didn't have much of a desire to see either guy go all the way and win King of the Ring, but from an in-ring standpoint, this was honestly better than expected. I also didn't mind Corbin picking up the victory since it sets him up for a bout with Cedric Alexander.
· Ali vs. Buddy Murphy: The streak of strong King of the Ring first round matches continued with Ali vs. Murphy on SmackDown Live. Obviously, they have history from their days on 205 Live and have never ceased to go all out. Murphy has been killing it week after week lately and this was another exceptional performance from him. I wasn't high on him losing, though, especially one week removed from his huge victory over Daniel Bryan. That isn't to say that Ali advancing is the worst thing in the world, but it was just a questionable call.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Oney Lorcan: I really dig the simple storytelling in 205 Live and how everything makes sense. Lorcan already unsuccessfully challenged Drew Gulak for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship twice, but he felt he was owed another shot after his team won last week's Captain's Challenge. Carrillo was a survivor alongside Lorcan in that match, so they clashed here to determine the true number one contender. It was an outstanding encounter.
· Street Profits vs. Undisputed Era: It's amazing how much more important tag team wrestling feels in NXT compared to on Raw and SmackDown. Street Profits and Undisputed Era went to war in Toronto, and although this wasn't quite as exhilarating, it was still a top-notch main event for this week's episode of NXT. It had its fair share of suspense and drama as well as an invested crowd. Street Profits once again proved that they can hang with an elite team such as Undisputed Era, but despite a hard-fought effort, they failed to retain their titles. With Undisputed Era now three-time tag team champions, this could possibly open the door for them to become full-time members of the main roster. If so, this was a hell of a way for them to go out on the brand.
This Week's Low Points
· Tag Team Turmoil: I normally enjoy the Tag Team Turmoil concept when it's done right, but this wound up being a mess. It doesn't help that a majority of WWE's tag teams at the moment lack credibility and it's hard for fans to care about them as a result. I was hoping either The O.C. or The Viking Raiders would emerge victorious in this thing, so you can imagine how disappointed I was when they were disqualified at the same time. Bobby Roode and Dolph Ziggler have pretty good chemistry for a tandem that was thrown together at the last minute, but makeshift teams are not the answers to WWE's woes with the tag team division.
· Bayley vs. Nikki Cross: I feel like I've seen this match so many times in recent months that I had zero desire to see them rekindle their rivalry on Raw. Cross' partner Alexa Bliss was conspicuous by her absence at ringside and it's worth mentioning that the WWE Women's Tag Team Champions are still without opponents at Clash of Champions. Nevertheless, Bayley and Cross produced a perfectly fine matchup, yet it did nothing to get me more excited for Bayley vs. Charlotte Flair than I already was.
· Bayley vs. Lacey Evans: This wasn't a great week for Bayley. I feel bad putting her matches in the "Low Points" column because she won both of them (as she should have), but neither of them were particularly good. Bayley vs. Cross was passable albeit forgettable, but her outing against Evans on SmackDown was way worse. Props to Bayley for making the most of a bad situation, but I'm stunned Evans was ever put in the Raw Women's Championship picture in the first place. There is a lot of room for improvement there.
· Chad Gable vs. Shelton Benjamin: These two teamed up for almost a year on SmackDown, yet the entire focus of their match on Tuesday night was Gable's height. The crowd had zero reason to invest in either one of these guys going into the contest, but that definitely did not help matters. Worse yet, they were given only a few minutes to work with. I'm sure they're capable of so much more, but they unfortunately didn't have a chance to showcase their skills here.
· Roman Reigns and Daniel Bryan: I will continue to place anything involving this angle in the "Low Points" column until WWE cuts to the chase and has Bryan admit to ambushing Reigns for the past month. I was intrigued at first, but now the story is so confusing and difficult to follow that I simply do not care anymore. I'm not sure where that footage of Erick Rowan being at the scene of the crime has been this entire time, but all signs point to Bryan putting him up to it despite claiming he didn't on SmackDown. It's a shame because Reigns and Bryan have the potential to have stellar matches together, but WWE is far more fascinated with this whodunit deal. SmackDown has been solid on the whole lately, but this stuff has dragged down the show in my opinion.
