Week of August 3, 2019
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs. Roderick Strong - NXT, July 31
Pete Dunne and Roderick Strong spent almost the entirety of 2018 either as allies or as rivals, so you had to know their latest one-on-one encounter on this week's edition of NXT was going to be a barn burner. Sure enough, they went out there and killed it against each other in an attempt to continue building momentum ahead of NXT North American Championship Triple Threat match (also involving Velveteen Dream) at TakeOver: Toronto II next Saturday. After Dunne decisively defeated Strong, he turned his focus to Dream and laid him out with a Bitter End in emphatic fashion.
Superstar of the Week: Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson
It's been a long, long time since I featured Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson as my "Superstars of the Week" (April 2016 to be exact), which goes to show how irrelevant they've been for the better part of their WWE run. They've been victims of bad bookings a while, but reportedly re-signing with WWE recently put them back in the company's good graces. Gallows, Anderson and AJ Styles have been running roughshod on the Raw roster as The O.C. for the past month, and on Monday, Gallows and Anderson finally redeemed themselves by regaining the Raw Tag Team Championship.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, July 31
Although there are a few matches I'm looking forward to at SummerSlam next Sunday, the build for the pay-per-view has left a lot to be desired in recent weeks. In fact, and I think this goes without saying, NXT TakeOver: Toronto II is virtually guaranteed to be the superior showt that weekend. I enjoyed this week's editions of Raw and SmackDown Live, but per usual, NXT simply had less filler and more highlights. In addition to the aforementioned main event, fans also witnessed the return of Fandango, the NXT Breakout Tournament continuing, and two new matches added to the TakeOver card.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Raw's show-closing brawl: I had no expectations for the "Samoan Summit" WWE was promoting for this show (what the hell even is that?), but this ended up being a pleasant surprise. It started out with Roman Reigns and Samoa Joe going at it and then Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, The Usos, Drew McIntyre and Cedric Alexander joining the fray and ending the night on a chaotic note. I especially appreciated how Alexander came across like a star in this segment. I wasn't sure if his feud with McIntyre would continue past their match a few weeks ago on Raw, but it's cool to see that it has. This was a ton of fun all around.
· Gauntlet match: WWE has done a handful of Gauntlet matches this year and none of them have disappointed (probably because of their simple formula and how they tend to eat up television time). This was no exception as five of Raw and SmackDown Live's finest midcard competitors clashed with a United States Championship opportunity against AJ Styles at SummerSlam hanging in the balance. Rey Mysterio shined in the first few falls before Ricochet beat Andrade to win the whole thing.
· Kofi Kingston vs. AJ Styles: The main event for SmackDown changed so many times on Tuesday that it was tough to keep track of what we were getting and what we weren't, but on the bright side, this was a terrific match. Seeing as how it was champion vs. champion, it certainly would have meant more with at least a little build, but I enjoyed the hell out of this for what it was. The finish in particular was fantastic with Styles going for the Phenomenal Forearm only to be hit with the Trouble in Paradise in midair.
· Kevin Owens vs. Drew McIntyre: This was another match I liked a lot from SmackDown this week. Owens was been killing it as a babyface lately and his matches have been more exciting as a result. Meanwhile, McIntyre had his best showing in some time and even in defeat he looked like a star. I completely agree with the The Rock when he says McIntyre is the future. Here's hoping WWE sees him as the future too and they'll starting pushing him that way soon.
· Drake Maverick vs. Mike Kanellis: Kanellis hasn't had many memorable matches since coming to WWE two years ago, but I've really been digging this feud he's had going with Maverick as of late. Both of them are total jokes on Raw yet are much more serious whenever they appear on 205 Live. To be honest, I didn't think I'd be as into their Unsanctioned match this week as I was, so props to both men for having such strong performances. Kanellis took great pleasure in beating down Maverick, who was the ultimate babyface here. I haven't seen Maverick wrestle since his days in IMPACT, so his hot comeback and eventual victory were awesome. I will say that Kanellis losing to the general manager doesn't do him any favors, though.
This Week's Low Points
· Becky Lynch vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: On Raw, footage aired showing Lynch going up to Natalya earlier in the day and randomly attacking her. Not only that, she also kicked trainer Fit Finlay for no apparent reason, coming off like a heel in the process. I figured Lynch would defend herself by saying the footage was doctored or something, but nope, it went down just like that. Thus, it was difficult to root for her in her matches against Bliss and Cross later on in the night. Neither of them were terribly memorable, anyway, but it simply once again proved that Lynch has cooled off considerably since WrestleMania 35.
· Drake Maverick and Renee Michelle vs. R-Truth and Carmella: I get a kick out of the stuff involving the 24/7 Championship more often than not, and I actually appreciated how this kicked off Monday's Raw and not another Seth Rollins or Brock Lesnar promo, but I can't say this match did much for me. Sure, it was kept short and (relatively) sweet, but it was total throwaway and the "Mosh Pit" stipulation sucked. I'm not exactly sure what they have planned (if anything) now that Maria Kanellis is 24/7 Champion.
· The Viking Raiders vs. Johnny James and Cole Carter: This is merely a minor "Low Point" as Raw didn't feature anything too offensively bad this week, but these Viking Raiders squash matches are beginning to bore me. On one hand, I'm happy they've remained undefeated for so long, but does that really matter when they haven't had any direction on Raw since they were called up to the main roster almost four months ago? It's high time they were put in the Raw Tag Team Championship picture.
· Bayley and Ember Moon vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a pretty good tag team match, but the focus was largely on whether Bayley and Moon could coexist ahead of their one-on-one outing at SummerSlam, and ultimately, they could not. The issue was, however, that neither of these ladies came off as likable. They're both babyfaces, but I'm confused as to who fans are supposed to cheer for. Plus, Bliss pinning Moon was questionable.
· Roman Reigns gets attacked: WWE spent all of SmackDown Live hyping up Reigns' revealing who his opponent would be for SummerSlam. When it came time to deliver, in typical WWE fashion, they did not. Needless to say, this is nothing new. On the same show, Daniel Bryan didn't make that "career-altering announcement" despite it being advertised again by WWE. It's possible those two things are connected and Bryan ends up facing Reigns at the end (which would be interesting), but my guess is that it's Samoa Joe based off how he and Reigns have been odds over the past two weeks. Either way, this mysterious "attack" was executed poorly. Everything about it looked hokey. Worst of all, it didn't leave me anxiously waiting to find out who was behind the assault.
