Week of August 4, 2018
Match of the Week: The Usos vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: SmackDown Tag Team Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament Semifinal Match - SmackDown Live, July 31
Sometimes you don't know what you have until it's gone, and I honestly didn't realize how much I missed The Bar until they resurfaced on SmackDown Live last week. They're currently my pick to face The Bludgeon Brothers for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship at SummerSlam and thus I was happy they advanced against The Usos. The match itself was a lot of fun, and although it was hindered a bit by the two commercial breaks, the final stretch was fantastic and a great reminder of just how truly talented both tandems are. I look forward to The Bar vs. The New Day next week.
Superstar of the Week: Charlotte Flair
Speaking of returning Superstars, Charlotte Flair was also back on Tuesday's SmackDown after six weeks on the shelf. She wasted no time in making an impact by saving her best friend Becky Lynch from an assault at the hands of Carmella. Her evening didn't end there, though, as she then rekindled her rivalry with the SmackDown Women's Champion in the main event. In addition to emerging victorious in impressive fashion, the Flair family scion also earned entry into the title match at SummerSlam. Whether she deserved that opportunity, however, remains the question.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, August 1
I wouldn't blame you at all if you said you weren't looking forward to SummerSlam based off how lifeless the build for the show has been so far (at least on the Raw side), but it's virtually impossible to not be excited for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV, which has the potential to be outstanding. This week's edition of NXT did an awesome job of setting the stage for the event by confirming two different TakeOver matches in addition to furthering several feuds. The show-closing segment was fantastic and Shayna Baszler vs. Candice LeRae was especially enjoyable.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: The first match Rollins and McIntyre had against each other a few weeks back was great and, unsurprisingly, this was equally excellent and the best thing on the entire show. As badly as I want Rollins to move on from this feud with Dolph Ziggler and McIntyre, there's no denying they work well together and the matches are always entertaining. That said, I'm interested to see whether Rollins will end up evening the odds and enlist the help of a returning Dean Ambrose. It would definitely make sense from a storyline standpoint, and most importantly, Raw could really use Ambrose at the moment.
· Finn Balor vs. Baron Corbin: Yes, I genuinely enjoyed this encounter between Balor and Corbin, probably because they never should have had a match on pay-per-view (Extreme Rules) in the first place. They were given much more time to work with and I thought they made the most of it. Corbin's clean victory shouldn't have shocked anyone, if only because it looked like their rivalry would be continuing heading into SummerSlam where a rubber match is bound to take place. Despite that, Balor deserves better than this.
· Samoa Joe promo: There are few Superstars on the active roster right now who are in the same league as Joe on the microphone. The cadence of his promos is perfect and he never ceases to turn the crowd against him. He targeted AJ Styles' family and immediately made their feud feel personal. Sure, they have history dating back to their days in TNA, but I didn't expect that to be brought up or alluded to and thus I wasn't disappointed when it wasn't. I'm extremely excited to see what twists and turns this rivalry will take next, as well as what they have in store for SummerSlam.
· Daniel Bryan and The Miz: SmackDown Live was very promo heavy this week and thus I feared this verbal exchange would end up getting lost in the shuffle. Thankfully, that wasn't the case whatsoever. Miz and Bryan brought their A-game on the mic in this segment and it was such a blast to watch. The intensity of their words was wonderful and they even mentioned their stint on the old NXT together, which was cool.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Candice LeRae: I actually figured we would be getting this match at NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn IV for the NXT Women's Championship, but since Kairi Sane is going for the gold on that show instead, I was fine with Baszler vs. LeRae being held on NXT TV ahead of the event. For those hoping it would be saved for a future TakeOver, it's entire possible they play up the fact down the road that LeRae can't beat Baszler based off this outing as well as their clash in last year's Mae Young Classic. As seen here, the chemistry and dynamic they have together is terrific and I loved the storytelling with LeRae selling her injured arm throughout and coming close to knocking off the super dominant Baszler on a few different occasions.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and Brock Lesnar: Here we go again. If WWE (and specifically Vince McMahon) is adamant about doing another Reigns vs. Lesnar match in the main event of SummerSlam where Reigns finally slays The Beast Incarnate, then fine, but I have no desire to see them repeat the same formula with them heading into the event. Reigns claimed on Raw that this time would be different, but didn't he say that before WrestleMania and Greatest Royal Rumble, too? The only new twist is that there might be tension between Lesnar and Paul Heyman, but I get the feeling that is more of a red herring than anything else.
· Natalya vs. Alicia Fox: It's pretty impressive that both women still find themselves on the active roster over a decade removed from their respective debuts. I am honestly shocked Fox has lasted this long if only because she offers absolutely nothing as a wrestler or as a character. Natalya is at least still solid in the ring, but she hasn't intrigued me in ages. This was a barely passable outing and a poor showing from both ladies. It merely existed to give Fox a rare televised victory before she gets slaughtered by Ronda Rousey next week.
· Bobby Lashley and Elias: Following his loss to Roman Reigns last week, I wondered what was next for Lashley and hoped he wouldn't be left off the SummerSlam card. Even though it appears he is slated to feud with Elias going forward, I find it hard to believe that they will make it beyond the Kickoff show. Elias has an entertaining act, but it's disappointing Lashley is already back to doing comedy after coming across as so serious during his rivalry with Reigns. I didn't care for their segment on Raw this week. Aside from Elias plugging his new album, it served no purpose.
· Apollo Crews vs. Akam: This program pitting Titus Worldwide against The Authors of Pain has no legs at all. Raw's tag team division is in a sad state as it is, and while I'm glad AOP are receiving television time, the recent booking of their personas has not done them any favors. They are supposed to be a dominant tandem, yet Akam looked extremely weak when he lost to Crews in under two minutes. Just let this end, please.
· Zelina Vega vs. Lana: Truth be told, I didn't think this match was nearly as bad as it could have been. I was well aware of Vega's in-ring experience from her stint in TNA as well as all the house shows she wrestled on in NXT, but I didn't have faith Lana had it in her to have a halfway decent performance. Well, they managed to exceed expectations with their encounter, but it winds up in the "Low Points" column because of how predictable the finish was. I was happy Vega went over as she should have, but Aiden English unintentionally causing the distraction from ringside was the exact same thing they did last week. I strongly believe Rusev and English should not be broken up at any point in the near future because of how much better off they are together than apart.
