Week of August 8, 2015
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Neville - Raw, August 3
Can you believe that before Monday, we hadn't had a WWE World Heavyweight Championship on Raw since the first Raw of 2013? Some may say that world title matches should be held on Raw more often, but I disagree. When you wait that long to hold a title mach on the flagship show, it means more when one eventually occurs as was the case this past week. In retrospect, I wish they would have hyped it up a week in advance (or at the very least on the Raw pre-show), but it without a doubt added to the excitement and unpredictability of the show. Neville accepting the open challenge was a pleasant surprise and they contested the match I hoped we would see from them when they first did battle back in April. Although the ending outcome was never in doubt, they had me and many other fans convinced that Neville nearly had the title won after he hit the Red Arrow and Rollins' foot was revealed to be on the rope. It was also refreshing to see Rollins score a clean, decisive win for once. This was fantastic all around and I'm already hoping for a rematch. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Roman Reigns has gone under the radar somewhat in recent moths now that he's no longer involved in the WWE World Heavyweight Championship scene, but I've found that some fans haven't taken notice of how much he's improved as a performer, especially his mic skills. The promo he cut at the start of SmackDown was competent and he finally appears to be comfortable while holding a microphone. His matches have also gotten better as well as seen on Raw and SmackDown this week. He teamed with Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton on Monday night to take out the trio of Bray Wyatt, Luke Harper and Sheamus before becoming only the third person to pin Rusev in singles competition on SmackDown. Now, he shifts his focus to Wyatt at SummerSlam. With Ambrose at this side, can he finally overcome The New Face of Fear? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 3
When was the last time we've been treated to good to great editions of Raw for three consecutive weeks? Say what you will about the current state of the product, but you can't question how much the quality has improved since Battleground. This week's Raw continued the strong streak of entertaining episodes with plenty of build for SummerSlam in a little over two weeks. Easily the biggest highlight coming out of the show was the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match between Seth Rollins and Neville, but that wasn't all the episode had to offer. Brock Lesnar made a rare appearance to hype his upcoming encounter with The Undertaker at the biggest blockbuster of the summer while the night closed out on a fun note with a solid six-man tag team match. The pacing of the show has been significantly better as of late, so one can only hope things won't revert back to being "the norm" my summer's end and they can carry this momentum into the fall. It's just a shame the ratings aren't reflecting how good these last few shows have been. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roddy Piper tribute: As much as it hurts to lose another Legend, WWE always does a tremendous job with these tributes to other fallen heroes. The video package was excellent in showing just how special of a talent Piper was and all the amazing things he's accomplished over the course of his storied career. The ten bell salute at the start of Raw was also well done and admittedly brought a tear to my eye. As one of the biggest pop culture icons of the '80s, I'd love to see a special on the WWE Network focusing on him, similar to Dusty Rhodes after he passed. Here's hoping they have bubblegum in heaven. We miss you, Hot Rod!
· Paul Heyman promo: Heyman's incredible mic work never ceases to amaze me. He captures the attention of the audience like no one else can and sells viewers on whatever match he's hyping, in this case Brock Lesnar vs. The Undertaker at SummerSlam. As for Lesnar, he didn't say anything nor did he need to. Would I wanted to see him get a little physical so WWE could make the most of his appearance? Absolutely, but this segment was effective on its own. We're only a few weeks in and the build to this bout is already superior to the build for their WrestleMania 30 match.
· Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt, Luke Harper and Sheamus: While this didn't initially feel like a main event caliber match for Raw, they contested a very good six-man tag team match that send the crowd home happy. All six competitors were able to get their signature spots in and did a fine job of furthering the feud between Reigns, Ambrose, Wyatt and Harper. As for Orton and Sheamus, can we please see both competitors move on to something new? I was beyond ready for their feud to end at Battleground.
· 'Miz TV' with Kevin Owens and Cesaro: I know it wasn't in line with his heel persona, but I appreciated Miz's tribute to Roddy Piper at the start of the segment. As for the rest of it, everyone involved played their part nicely and I love the idea of the Owens and Cesaro feud getting some promo time. Their match is bound to deliver in the ring, but fans won't care unless they're given a reason to and this segment accomplished that by further developing the characters of Owens and Cesaro.
· Bayley vs. Charlotte: I enjoyed NXT on the whole this week (especially all the build for NXT TakeOver: Brooklyn in a few weeks), but by far the best thing from the show had to be Bayley vs. Charlotte. These two have always had awesome chemistry dating back to their early days in NXT two years ago, but this match was probably my favorite of theirs. Bayley is like the Sami Zayn of the women's division in that she's the ultimate underdog and I love how she's been earning her way into the title picture by scoring so many credible victories. I'd argue Charlotte was a bigger obstacle than Becky Lynch, but it still meant a lot for Bayley to beat her clean. Her expected match against Sasha Banks at SummerSlam should be a fun one.
This Week's Low Points
· The Lucha Dragons and Los Matadores vs. The New Day and The Ascension: I didn't mind the match much and the in-ring action was fine for what it was, but the tag team division feels flat right now. They have the talent, but not the storylines. All we've witnessed in the last few weeks is tandems trading wins without announcing their intentions to be WWE Tag Team Champions. Why should I care about any of them as a result? Of course, this appears to be setting up a multi-team match for SummerSlam, but as of now, I couldn't care less about it. I'm sure it will deliver from an entertainment standpoint, but I have no personal preference over who wins.
· Mark Henry: The bizarre booking of Mark Henry by WWE continues. Honestly, I wish they would be doing more with him, but they're beyond inconsistent with how they handle him. On Raw, he lost quickly and decisively to Rusev, the same man who he was posed a challenge to less than a year ago. Then, only days later on SmackDown, he teamed with the Prime Time Players to beat The New Day in six-man tag team action where he was the one to pick up the win for his team! That didn't do anything to benefit the Players or The New Day at all. What purpose did that serve exactly?
· King Barrett vs. Zack Ryder: Every time Barrett makes his entrance, all you hear is crickets, and it's a true shame. Yes, he's won most of his recent matches, but look at the opponents he's had: Ryder, R-Truth and Jack Swagger. Beating enhancement talent isn't going to do anything to boost his credibility as a singles competitor. I hate to complain about Barrett winning, but fans will continue to not care until he's put up against viable competition and emerges victorious. Also, is it just me or does Ryder come close to hitting his finisher every match he's in?
· Charlotte and Becky Lynch vs. Naomi and Sasha Banks: Once again, I enjoyed all of the women's matches this week, including this one. However, it earns its place in the "Low Points" column for a few reasons. First of all, the crowd was quiet for most of it, which shouldn't be blamed on the women. Secondly, Naomi not being the legal woman when she won the match was a logical heel move, but the referee saw it all unfold.
· Baron Corbin vs. Steve Cutler: Here's what I wrote last week: I will continue to put Corbin's matches in the "Low Points" column until something changes. We've been seeing the same thing for almost 11 months. Yeah, 11 months! Granted, he's had a few feuds along the way, but they obviously didn't do any good for him given he's right back to where he started. The fans have turned on him, which is fine if they want to go with him as a heel, but they need to give him something of note to do or take him off TV completely. I realize his matches rarely exceed 30 seconds, but that's 30 seconds they could be using to interview someone else backstage. It's a waste of airtime and a waste of everyone else's time for having to sit through it.
