Week of August 8, 2020

Match of the Week:
Rhea Ripley vs. Dakota Kai (NXT, August 5)
With a shot at the NXT Women's Championship at NXT TakeOver XXX on the line, there was no reason to think Rhea Ripley and Dakota Kai wouldn't bring the best out of each outer in their excellent outing on Wednesday's NXT. Both women have been doing great work this year and thus it was no surprise that they delivered yet again when it mattered most. My money was on Ripley to win because she never received a one-on-one rematch for the title after losing it earlier this year, but I actually liked what happened instead with Mercedes Martinez costing her the win. It made sense and the eventual match should be terrific. 

Superstar of the Week:
The Riott Squad
I don't know if it's accurate to call them The Riott Squad at this point because of how Ruby Riott and Liv Morgan aren't completely back to being on the same page just yet, but they're off to a solid start. It's been teased for weeks that Riott wanted to bury the hatchet with Morgan, and on Monday's Raw, they finally came face-to-face in the ring on The Kevin Owens Show. Thanks to KO, the former friends agreed to put their past behind them and attempt to move forward before beating The IIconics in tag team action. This reunion run may prove to be better than the original in time. 

Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, August 5
It was another week where all of WWE's shows held my interest and were enjoyable on the whole. That said, I'm giving the slight edge to NXT this week because everything just seemed to click. There were a ton of fun matches, the right winners in most cases, hype for next week's show, and effective build for TakeOver XXX on August 22. NXT usually locks into a rhythm whenever a TakeOver special is on the horizon and that's exactly what's happening right now. Some episodes of the black-and-gold brand are better than others, but they had an overall excellent episode this week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre and Randy Orton: This was a hell of an exchange between two of Raw's top talkers right now. The SummerSlam card doesn't look too strong on paper in my opinion, but this is easily the biggest bout WWE has to offer at the moment and I'm looking forward to it. McIntyre's babyface fire was fantastic and Orton cut another gem of a promo as he's been doing all year long. Although Orton is my pick to win at the event, I could absolutely see it going either way.
· Dominik attacks Seth Rollins and Murphy: The Eye for Eye crap at Extreme Rules with Rollins and Rey Mysterio was dumb, but the followup with Dominik standing up for his father and taking the fight to Rollins every week on Raw has been very well done. Rollins has been delivering on the promo side of things and Dominik's intensity has been excellent. For a kid who has yet to wrestle with WWE in an official capacity, he already looks like a natural in there.
· Apollo Crews vs. MVP: While it wasn't much of a barn burner, I'm willing to include this contest in the "Highlights" column because of how it was well wrestled and I enjoyed it. It was easily the best of the three matches they've had so far and both men looked good. I was fine with MVP blaming the loss on the lights flickering and whatnot (leading to him and the rest of The Hurt Business crashing Raw Underground), but I don't need to see a rematch at SummerSlam.
· Matt Riddle vs. Sheamus: What a hard-hitting affair and an overall excellent opener for SmackDown. It's been cool seeing Riddle have so many top-notch matches since coming to SmackDown and be made to look like the star he is. My only issue with this match was the lame non-finish with Shorty G going after Riddle and costing Sheamus the victory. I guess it managed to protect both guys because neither of them were pinned, but it was an underwhelming way for this to end.
· Cesaro vs. Lince Dorado: It's no secret that SmackDown's tag team division could use all the help it can get at the moment, but Cesaro and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. The Lucha House Party is a fine feud over the SmackDown Tag Team Championship for now. This was a fun little sprint with Dorado scoring plenty of offense before eating defeat. I just wish it was a bit longer as these guys could have really ripped it up with more time given how skilled these Superstars are.
· Keith Lee vs. Cameron Grimes: This stemmed from Grimes interrupting Lee the week prior on NXT. Although I'm not the biggest Cameron Grimes fan, even I can admit that the guy is incredibly talented. He's proven that he can hang in there with the best of them and this was no exception. The outcome was never in doubt, mind you, but I was thoroughly entertained, nonetheless. Now, Lee looks ahead to TakeOver XXX where he'll likely face Karrion Kross.
· Damian Priest vs. Oney Lorcan vs. Ridge Holland: I found this to be the least interesting Triple Threat of all the NXT North American Championship Ladder match qualifiers so far, but it was still superb from start to finish. Everyone had strong showings and Holland in particular was impressive. I've watched his work on NXT UK a lot this year and I'd definitely be down for him making the move to NXT for the foreseeable future while NXT UK isn't running shows.
This Week's Low Points
· Raw Underground: I have more faith for the future of this concept than I do the new RETRIBUTION stable (more on that below), but I didn't think Raw Underground got off to the strongest start on Monday night. First of all, bringing back Shane McMahon after he was so overexposed on WWE TV last year is a real risk, but he end up being good in this role. I just don't understand the appeal of these pseudo-MMA fights and what they're supposed to accomplish.
· RETRIBUTION: Oh, look, another anti-WWE faction that wants to create chaos. I know I'm not the only one who got Nexus flashbacks, and considering how badly that was butchered, I don't have the slightest bit of hope for this angle. What's worse is that they're masked men and women, which tells me WWE doesn't know who they'll ultimately be revealed as, either. I'm willing to give it more time, but I'm not sold on RETRIBUTION in its early stages after what we saw from them this week.
· Sasha Banks vs. Shayna Baszler: This really should have felt like a bigger deal given the level of talent involved. It had a heel vs. heel dynamic to start, but once they overcame that and picked up the pace, Asuka "interfered" and caused the contest to be thrown out. The thing is, Asuka never actually made contact with either Banks or Baszler. Rather, she attacked Bayley at ringside and that was when the bell rang. In what world does that result in a disqualification?
· Shelton Benjamin vs. R-Truth vs. Akira Tozawa: I hate to sound like a broken record, but the 24/7 Championship is well past its expiration date. If it's going to be bouncing between the same three people, then I have no interest in it. I was digging it being in the possession of The Hurt Business being Tozawa won it in this Triple Threat. Don't get me wrong, all three of these guys are skilled, but it's hard to care about them fighting for a title that means next to nothing.
· The Dirt Sheet with Sonya Deville: I tend to enjoy The Miz and John Morrison more often than not, but whoever came up wit their material for this edition of The Dirt Sheet on SmackDown deserves to be fired. Seriously, it was that bad. The bit with Mandy Rose's "hair" was downright deplorable and should have never made television. I've been against the idea of breaking these two up any time soon, but they might actually benefit from a split at the rate they're currently going.
· Tainted finishes on SmackDown: There were so many of these on Friday night that I decided to lump them all into one section. This was the case with Sheamus vs. Matt Riddle, Sheamus vs. King Corbin, Jeff Hardy vs. Corbin, and Heavy Machinery vs. Miz and Morrison in the main event. One is usually enough. Four is overkill. It's a shame because the matches themselves were actually entertaining, but the finishes were way too overbooked and hindered my enjoyment of them.
· Imperium vs. Undisputed Era: It feels weird putting a match pitting these two teams against each other in the "Low Points" column, but it was a total afterthought and should have meant more than it did. I realize this was designed to be a backdrop for the angle with Adam Cole and Pat McAfee at the commentary table, but the problem is that it isn't a matchup I'm honestly invested in. I have no doubt it will be hyped up heavily, but McAfee doesn't do much for me, personally.
