WEEK OF AUGUST 9, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DEAN AMBROSE VS. RANDY ORTON - SMACKDOWN, AUGUST 8
Dean Ambrose has been one to watch these last few months since the breakup of The Shield and this past week was no different. Days removed from defeating Alberto Del Rio in a Beat the Clock Challenge match on Raw and earning the opportunity to choose the stipulation for this SummerSlam match with Seth Rollins, Ambrose went toe-to-toe with Randy Orton on SmackDown, the hand-picked opponent of Rollins. Ambrose and Orton have shown in the past that they have tremendous in-ring chemistry together and that shined through during their match on Friday night. There was plenty of back-and-forth with the momentum constantly shifting between the two. As Ambrose was closing in on the victory, Rollins interfered and caused the disqualification. The former NXT champion unleashed a brutal beating on Ambrose afterward, sending the message that he's walking out of SummerSlam with the win. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: MARK HENRY
It's been a few months since we last saw him, but he's back! Mark Henry made his long awaited return to WWE TV this week in front of his hometown crowd on Raw, no less. He made quick work of the despicable Damien Sandow in their match and celebrated with the crowd afterward. On Friday's SmackDown, Henry didn't go into battle alone, as this time he was accompanied by another fellow returning star, Big Show. The two teamed up to take on Rybaxel in tag action, and to say it was a mismatch would be an understatement. Once again, Henry was on the winning end. The motivation behind the partnership between Show and Henry is still unknown, but could the WWE Tag Team titles be in their future? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, AUGUST 4
For the first time in quite a while, no WWE show stood out above all the others this week. Main Event was barely above average, NXT was decent and SmackDown was beyond mediocre. That left Raw to take home the award this week, even though that might not be saying much. It may not have been the most star-studded episode in recent memory given the absences of John Cena, Brock Lesnar, The Usos and others, but it was a fun mixed bag of good matches and solid segments. Roman Reigns and Kane had a better than expected Last Man Standing match to kick off the show while Chris Jericho and Luke Harper had an enjoyable encounter. Stephanie McMahon and Brie Bella once again hit a home run during their contract signing at the end of the show. Above all else, there was plenty of strong build for the pending SummerSlam pay-per-view, which is shaping up to be one of the most epic events in ages. The question now is this: Will it live up to the hype? 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· John Cena and Brock Lesnar video package: Man, was this terrific or what? Even when they're not on the show, they still make their presences felt with a spectacular vignette. Lesnar shines in this pre-taped environment and Cena was excellent here as well. I was already pumped for their upcoming encounter at SummerSlam, but I'd be lying if this video package didn't make me even more excited. WWE should take this approach more often with their marquee main event matches.
· Stephanie McMahon and Brie Bella segment: Yes, Stephanie and Brie managed to have a great segment where neither of them uttered "the b word." In all seriousness, both ladies played their part well here, and the same can be said for Nikki Bella and Triple H. Stephanie's attack on The Bella Twins was absolutely ruthless and it will make fans want to see her get what's coming to her at SummerSlam even more.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kane: Last Man Standing matches have a tendency to be slow and plodding. However, this was anything but. The crowd was surprisingly red hot for this match and the stipulation would to both Superstars' strengths. They had an entertaining brawl that culminated in a fun final few minutes. It was another big win for Reigns as he heads into SummerSlam to take on Randy Orton.
· Chris Jericho vs. Luke Harper: I would have liked to see this match get more time than it did, but they definitely made the most of the time they were allotted. Jericho and Harper work so well together that it was unsurprising they had a solid match. The non-finish protected Harper in defeat, banned him from ringside at SummerSlam and effectively lead into Bray Wyatt getting the better of Jericho afterward. It was smart booking all around.
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: These two have already had so many matches together that you'd think they would've grown tiresome by now, but manage to make their matches exciting every single time. Both guys put forth a strong effort and I was totally content with the amount of time they ended up getting. It was a nice win for Rollins that gave him a good boost after coming up short on Monday. Does anyone else find it weird that Ziggler wins on Raw every week yet always loses on SmackDown?
· Jack Swagger vs. Alberto Del Rio: The dynamic this match had was bizarre considering Del Rio acted like a babyface earlier on in the night on Main Event, making Swagger looking like the bad guy. That aside, the action itself was superb, which should come as no surprise given how talented both Swagger and Del Rio are. The finishing sequence was well done and Swagger was the right guy to over. This match also had some significance to it after the fact since it was ultimately Del Rio's final WWE contest.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Fandango vs. Diego: I'm sorry if I come off as a broken record (and I know I am by this point), but please, WWE, let the pain stop! This storyline between Fandango, Layla and Summer Rae has been atrocious and agonizing to watch from the get-go and the fact it's still going on all these months later is mind-boggling to me. Fandango's matches are a compete waste of time and I'm not even sure what Summer and Layla are supposed to be. I'd speculate that Hornswoggle is face again now after Fandango attacked him, but honestly, I couldn't care less.
· Stardust and Goldust: I've made it quite clear since June that I'm no fan of the Stardust character and my thoughts did not change following their return to the ring this week. Their various vignettes proved to the pointless and I had no desire to see them square off against Rybaxel for the millionth time. To make matters worse, they lost to Slater Gator of all teams the next night on Main Event. Goldust's WWE contract reportedly expires after SummerSlam, and he's going to go out on this note? Ridiculous.
· Sin Cara vs. Damien Sandow: Please try to justify this logic: Sin Cara lost to Rusev in a match that happened during a commercial break on Raw, yet he defeated Sandow with ease on SmackDown. How is that supposed to make any sense? Sandow's "gimmick" jumped the shark for me months ago and I'm ready for him to move on to something new.
· Rusev vs. Big E: This wasn't even close to being as good as some of their past matches, but I don't think that was ever the intention. The match was a glorified squash, but what bothered me the most was what was missing. First off, where was Jack Swagger? Secondly, where were Xavier Woods and Kofi Kingston? If their angle has been dropped already, I will be seriously disappointed.
· Bayley vs. Eva Marie: If I need to explain to you why this match is here, then you shouldn't be able to call yourself a wrestling fan. Bayley tried her best to make it a passable match and she somewhat succeeded in that regard, but any match involving Eva is going to be train wreck, plain and simple. The chants from the fans in attendance were hilarious, though.
· Sheamus vs. Titus O'Neil: This was another match we've seen countless times before and it not featuring anything out of the ordinary. O'Neil scored some offense, but it basically came down to Sheamus hitting his finish out of nowhere and the bout abruptly ending. I wouldn't mind this so much if Sheamus was actually doing something meaningful with the title. Why hasn't he been on WWE TV in weeks? If he's not going to do anything worthwhile as champ, he might as well drop the strap to someone more deserving that benefit from holding it.
