Week of December 10, 2016
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Dean Ambrose: TLC WWE World Championship Match - TLC, December 4
When you put Dean Ambrose and AJ Styles in a TLC match, you are unquestionably going to get a Match of the Year candidate, and that was exactly the case on Sunday night. Although Ambrose has competed in his fair share of TLC matches, including in his debut WWE match with The Shield four years ago, Styles was a stranger to the gimmick match. However, it didn't take him long at all to adapt to the extreme environment with chaos ensuing mere minutes into the matchup. These two adrenaline junkies pushed each other to their absolute limits and it made for a very exciting affair. From Ambrose delivering an elbow to Styles off of a ladder to Styles putting Ambrose through a table via a phenomenal-looking 450 Splash, there was plenty of carnage by the time the contest concluded. Admist the chaos, Styles managed to retain his title. 

Superstar of the Week: The Miz
Leading the list of those who have done an amazing job of reinventing themselves in 2016 has to be The Miz, who went from being an overlooked fixture of the midcard to one of the best parts of SmackDown Live from week-to-week. His reigns as Intercontinental Champion have not only elevated him to another level of super stardom but the title itself as well, and this past week was as great as any other for the self-proclaimed Hollywood A-lister. At TLC, he finished off his feud with Dolph Ziggler once and for all by beating him in a grueling Ladder match to maintain his possession of the prestigious prize. A mere two days later on SmackDown, he was put in an impromptu title match with Dean Ambrose. Despite being on the verge of losing his coveted championship on a few occasions, he ultimately emerged victorious with his title in tow. 

Show of the Week: WWE TLC, December 4
WWE has produced a handful of above-average events over the course of 2016, but dare I say few have been better than TLC. Traditionally, TLC has been one of the year's more exciting events dating back to its inception in 2009 and the latest installment was no exception. The show featured an absolutely incredible TLC match in the main event for the WWE World Championship as well as another awesome encounter between Intercontinental Champion The Miz and Dolph Ziggler in a Ladder match. The rest of the card was filled out quite well, and without a bad bout taking place the entire night, the near-three hours flew by. SmackDown Live has been firing on all cylinders since the start of the Brand Split, and this was easily their strongest showing to date. Will Roadblock be able to top it in a few weeks? Honestly, I doubt it, but we shall see. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler: Is it even possible for these two to contest a below-average match? I believe TLC marked their fifth championship clash since September, and every one of those matches has ranged from good to great to excellent. Their latest Ladder match definitely fell under the "excellent" category as they once again told a stellar story. Ziggler valiantly tried to climb the ladder in an attempt to regain the gold, but being the crafty heel he is, Miz outsmarted the ex-champ and knocked him back down to the mat to reclaim his precious prize. His post-match promo was a gem as well. I truly hope this apparent feud between him and Daniel Bryan is leading somewhere.
· Baron Corbin vs. Kalisto: Truth be told, I had zero faith that these guys would contest a compelling match at TLC. The Chairs match at the annual event has almost always been a dud, not to mention their feud hasn't been lighting the world on fire as of late. That said, they put forth a strong effort in this match and it was perhaps my third favorite match of the night behind the TLC and Ladder matches. I loved the fantastic finish with Corbin laying out Kalisto on a pile of chairs. Their SmackDown match was good, too.
· Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton vs. Heath Slater and Rhyno: I had no idea what to expect when Orton initially joined forces with The Wyatt Family two months ago, and although I still have zero clue where it's headed, I like that it isn't predictable. Plus, the two have exceptional chemistry together as partners. I've been digging them much more as a team than I was as rivals, so I hope they don't break up any time soon. Speaking of which, it looks like Slater and Rhyno are headed their separate ways, and I assume Rhyno will be the one to turn on Slater in the very near future.
· Roman Reigns vs. Chris Jericho: I will give WWE credit for making think that there was actually a chance Reigns would lose the title here to Jericho considering he'll be challenging for the WWE Universal Championship at Roadblock. I kind of figured Kevin Owens' interference would backfire, but again, there was still a chance. Additionally, they worked a very entertaining match and Jericho continues to produce some of the best bouts he's had in years.
· Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn: If Owens and Zayn ever face off and you don't see their match in the "Highlights" column, something is wrong. I can't recall a single bad match these two have had against each other, whether it be in NXT or in WWE. Their matches are always awesome and I liked this a lot as a tune-up for Owens. Say what you will about Zayn being "buried" right now (and he's not, though he would benefit from a move to SmackDown Live), but Owens beating him clean was the right call. My only issue with this was that it was announced at random at the start of the show. Any Owens vs. Zayn match should be built up properly ahead of time.
This Week's Low Points
· Nikki Bella, Carmella and Natalya: Although they had the weakest match on the show, I liked the No Disqualification match Nikki and Carmella had at TLC, but everything that happened afterward was just a mess. Carmella calling out Natalya as Nikki's attacker at Survivor Series elicited no reaction from the live crowd, and it was the most predictable path they could have taken. And that's fine, but why were the commentators so shocked? Natalya is a heel and has been for months, so this type of behavior should be expected from her. As great of a wrestler as she is, I just can't bring myself to care about anything she is involved in these days.
· Enzo Amore and Rusev: I'm not putting this segment in the "Low Points" column because it was awful or anything. In fact, I appreciated how WWE ventured outside the box for a change with one of their skits, and it wasn't as cheesy as the bar one with Cesaro and Sheamus from last week. That said, Enzo and Big Cass come out of this looking like total idiots, Enzo especially. He was willing to hook up with a married woman, and trust me, he had plenty of time to think it over. In other words, he deserved that beating from Rusev.
· Bayley vs. Alicia Fox: The match was fine for what it was and I was happy Bayley received some significant television time for a change, but I thought it was weird this match came about because of... teddy bears. Yes, WWE wants to get their Slam Crate or whatever the hell it is over, but they should have used this to do something meaningful with Fox's relationship with Cedric Alexander. I can't believe "creative writers" actually came up with that idea. I continue to yearn for more fresh faces mixing it up in Raw's women's division, so here's hoping Paige and Summer Rae are cleared to compete soon.
· Mark Henry vs. Titus O'Neil: It's hard to say this was a waste of time because it didn't overstay its welcome at only a few minutes, but other than getting Henry to wrestle in his native Texas, why did this need to happen? Apparently, this bout was announced on the Raw Pre-show, which hardly anyone watches, anyway. Vince McMahon might be the only person backstage laughing at O'Neil's "brand" gimmick right now, and it won't get him anywhere but the undercard.
· The Hype Bros vs. The Ascension: As one of the Hype Bros' few fans, I was glad they picked up a win on SmackDown Live this week, but how many times have we seen this before? They would beat The Ascension or The Vaudevillians in a meaningless match, and then...nothing. Their momentum constantly goes nowhere. Of course, the timing of this was interesting because we now have heel tag team champions, so there's a chance they will stack up a few victories before being fed to The Wyatt Family. I'm content with that, but they need to give fans a real reason to want to get behind them other than beating a lifeless team who has never had credibility.
