Week of December 12, 2020

Match of the Week:
Undisputed Era vs. Team McAfee (NXT TakeOver: WarGames IV, December 6)
Considering Undisputed Era have competed in every installment of WarGames since its 2017 return, it's actually pretty impressive that they've managed to raise the bar each time they've stepped inside the two rings. I had high hopes for their latest WarGames match against Pat McAfee, Pete Dunne, Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch and it definitely did not disappoint. Everyone had a chance to shine at one point or another, but McAfee stood out the most to me. I wasn't entirely surprised by that because of the performance he had back at NXT TakeOver XXX, but he looked like even more a natural last Sunday than he did during his debut. Plus, that finishing sequence was wild!
Superstar of the Week:
Raquel Gonzalez
If you told me at the beginning of 2020 that Raquel Gonzalez would be one of the biggest breakout stars heading into 2021, I probably wouldn't have believed you. She wasn't on TV at the start of the year, and now she's being groomed for a shot at the NXT Women's Championship if this week was any indication. Gonzalez was one of the highlights of the women's WarGames match at NXT TakeOver and even ended it by pinning Io Shirai. If that didn't cement that a title opportunity is coming her way, she went on to beat Ember Moon in decisive fashion days later on NXT. Could Gonzalez be closing in on the gold?
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT TakeOver: WarGames IV, December 6
There wasn't anything overly exciting about Raw, SmackDown or NXT this week, but NXT's TakeOver: WarGames IV event from last Sunday was just terrific. I spoke highly about the men's WarGames main event earlier, but in reality, all five matches on the card were good to great and filled the three hours well. The women's WarGames matchup was wild from start to finish, the NXT North American Championship Triple Threat was a blast, Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher had a hell of a fight, and Dexter Lumis vs. Cameron Grimes was solid as well. Of course, each TakeOver special delivers and this one in particular ended 2020 on a high note for NXT.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Team Shotzi vs. Team Candice: If you put this over Undisputed Era vs. Team McAfee and named it your "Match of the Week" instead, you'd get no argument from me. It was just as exhilarating and delivered in a different way with the women going to the extreme and pulling out everything (and then some) from their arsenal. The Eclipse Ember Moon delivered to Dakota onto the chair was a thing of beauty. Raquel Gonzalez scoring the winning fall was a nice touch.
· Leon Ruff vs. Johnny Gargano vs. Damian Priest: I have to give NXT props for making Ruff feel like more than a joke since he won the NXT North American Championship last month. I didn't love him losing the belt back to Gargano so quickly (I would've given him a slightly longer run), but I'd be lying if I said this wasn't a terrific Triple Threat as it was all action from bell to bell. The finish was a bit overbooked, but at least we finally got the reveal the Austin Theory reveal.
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Timothy Thatcher: This was another very entertaining affair from TakeOver: WarGames. They didn't have much time to build up the bout ahead of time, but the hard-hitting nature of this affair more than made up for that. Ciampa winning was the right call as he hadn't triumphed at TakeOver in nearly a year, but I'm hoping the feud will continue and ultimately culminate in Thatcher beating Ciampa in the return of the Fight Pit.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Jeff Hardy: I remember really enjoying the TNA World Heavyweight Championship match these two had way back when in 2014, and they once again had quality chemistry together this week on Raw. I honestly expected Lashley to squash Hardy, so I was pleasantly surprised that it ended up being as competitive as it was. Lashley won in clean fashion as he should have and now sets his sights on defending his U.S. title against Riddle eventually.
· Kevin Owens, Roman Reigns and Jey Uso: These guys were the best part about Friday's SmackDown and it's not even close. Owens has been directionless for the better part of the year, so I'm happy he's finally found direction in this rivalry with Reigns and Uso. He delivered some of his strongest mic work in recent memory and Reigns was excellent as well. I don't think it's a stretch to say that Reigns has been the savior of SmackDown since returning over the summer.
· Sami Zayn vs. Big E: WWE's typical booking formula would have seen Big E defeat Zayn here to earn himself a future shot at the Intercontinental Championship, but that actually wasn't the case. Rather, Zayn managed to escape with the count-out victory, which wisely protected Big E in defeat. I have no doubt that they'll meet one-on-one with the gold up for grabs at some point, but this was an effective way of furthering the feud. The match itself was also well-wrestled.
· Karrion Kross returns: After being teased at TakeOver, Kross made his anticipated comeback days later on NXT by ambushing Damian Priest. He's been missed on the black-and-gold brand and I think Priest is the perfect first foe back for him. He'll be back in the NXT Championship mix eventually, but I'm fine with him engaging in a mini-feud with Priest for now heading into New Year's Evil. That match should be a blast given how similar their styles are.
· Pete Dunne vs. Killian Dain: If the beginning of the show was any indication, it certainly looks like Dunne is being groomed for the next shot at Finn Balor's NXT Championship and I am all for that. It made sense for him to battle Dain this week after putting him on the shelf with an injury a few weeks ago and it was a solid match to boot. Dain has had a great thing going in his tag team with Drake Maverick lately, but I appreciated that he put the comedy on the side for this one instance.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka vs. Shayna Baszler: This match would have meant so much more earlier this year when Baszler initially arrived on the main roster. Instead, it was reduced to being a complete afterthought on Monday's Raw as WWE continues tell this pointless story with Lana, Baszler and Nia Jax. Asuka feels like the fourth wheel and giving her a win over Baszler did nothing to change that. As for Baszler, whatever momentum she had left has been completely erased by this point.
· Ricochet and Dana Brooke vs. RETRIBUTION: For a split second, I thought I was watching Main Event when this match on. It's already been established that RETRIBUTION is a dead act, and while Brooke feuding with them is whatever, Ricochet doesn't deserve to be relegated to that level. Granted, they won here, but only after Brooke pinned Reckoning. Yes, Mia Yim has now suffered back-to-back pinfall losses to Dana Brooke. It's hard to get much lower than that.
· No Keith Lee: WWE had been hyping up Keith Lee's WWE 24 special for a while and it was finally released last Sunday on WWE Network. As expected, it was a terrific documentary. How did WWE follow up with him, you ask? By not featuring him on Raw the next night. Unless he was in a backstage segment that I missed, he was nowhere to be seen. That's mind-boggling to me, especially when he wrestled on Main Event later in the week.
· Sasha Banks vs. Carmella: Although this was a solid main event for SmackDown on Friday night, I didn't see the point in giving this away before TLC next weekend. Carmella's first bout back should have been on pay-per-view. The non-finish sets up the need for a rematch with a stipulation attached at the event, but I'm not sure what that would be since we're apparently not getting Ladder, Tables or Chairs matches this year unlike past installments of TLC.
· Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro vs. Chad Gable and Otis: I'm happy Nakamura and Cesaro are finally back on WWE TV together (Cesaro was oddly absent for a little while), but there really wasn't much to this. There wasn't anything wrong with it from an in-ring standpoint and it had its moments, but Gable and Otis losing their first match as a tandem doesn't do them any favors when you consider they've been booked like losers on their own for months now.
· The Riott Squad vs. Billie Kay and Natalya: Kay had a week to find a partner and apparently Natalya was the best she could find. To be fair, Natalya was fresh off a submission win over Bayley from the week prior (for some reason), so it wasn't that dumb of a decision. Then again, Natalya is far from interesting and she couldn't aid Kay to victory here. It's nice there are some stories in the women's division outside of the title picture, but this felt more like filler than anything else.
· Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Imperium vs. Ever-Rise: I actually enjoyed this Triple Threat tag team match, but it's in the "Low Points" column because it consisted of three heel teams and viewers didn't have an incentive to cheer for any of them. It seemed to exist just so Grizzled Young Veterans could pick up a big win, and rightfully so because they're awesome. I'm happy that NXT's tag team division is in the midst of being rebuilt after a long drought of nothingness.
· Ariya Daivari and Tony Nese vs. The Bollywood Boyz: This was another match pitting heels against each other, except not as interesting. Daivari and Nese have been teaming for a few months now on NXT, but Bollywood Boyz get go-away heat from him. The bout was perfectly fine but offered nothing of substance whatsoever. I thought Bollywood Boyz were trying to impress Daivari and become his henchmen or something like that? Well, apparently not.
