WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: ADRIAN NEVILLE VS. SAMI ZAYN - NXT TAKEOVER, DECEMBER 11
There was hardly any competition this week, especially with the Slammy Awards taking place on Monday's Raw. Even if there was competition, I'm sure this match still would have blown it out of the water. I consider this to be among the best bouts of the year, but that's just my opinion. Everything about it was perfect. And when I say everything, I mean everything. From the beautiful build-up to the electric atmosphere to the amazing chemistry that Sami Zayn and Adrian Neville possess, there wasn't a single thing wrong with it. The nearfalls down the stretch were extremely suspenseful and I loved the heel turn tease from Zayn. It made the moment when he finally scored the three count and his very first NXT Championship that much sweeter. And to top it all off, Kevin Owens' attack on Zayn afterward gave viewers something to look forward to going forward. I'd put this against any other major moment this year in WWE. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: KEVIN OWENS
For this award, I normally go with the Superstar that made the most impact throughout the week on the whole, but Kevin Owens is a rare exception. His debut in WWE has been as heavily hyped as any other in recent memory, and I, much like everyone else, couldn't have been more pumped for it. I was slightly surprised he opened the show in a (fun) match with CJ Parker, but it made his presence later in the night that much more shocking. His match with Parker was actually quite good and the Full Sail University crowd absolutely adored him. It was after the main event he did the unthinkable when he ambushed the new NXT Champion Sami Zayn. Zayn vs. Owens? Shut up and take my money, WWE! 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: NXT TAKEOVER: R EVOLUTION
This one was a no-brainer. As much as I enjoyed the Slammy Awards on Monday night, nothing this past week in WWE came close to matching the stellar standard set by NXT Takeover: R Evolution. It was the most anticipated live special to date and for good reason. It lived up to the lofty expectations of many and in some cases, exceeded them. The first hour wasn't anything extraordinary, but it featured a fun debut from Kevin Owens, a good tag team title match and a quick Baron Corbin squash match. The second hour was when things really heated up with the great tag team match (and the return of Finn Balor's war paint!), an excellent NXT Women's title match and a phenomenal main event. Top that all off with an exciting title change and a swerve of the century and you have yourself one of the best shows of the year. It's both amazing and unsurprising at the same time that WWE's developmental territory continues to overshadow the main roster product. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Slammy Awards: I know I'm probably in the minority on this one, but I always enjoy the annual Slammy Awards and this year was no exception. In fact, I found the winners of the awards this year to be as legitimate as they've ever been. And yes, that accounts for Roman Reigns winning Superstar of the Year, too. I wasn't thrilled with it, but I was among the few that didn't have a major problem with it. Brock Lesnar, Seth Rollins and even Daniel Bryan were more deserving, but it's a Slammy Award, so what do you expect? It's nice to see Reigns back, even if it was to a lukewarm reaction.
· Dean Ambrose and Bray Wyatt: Ambrose and Wyatt have done a great job of making their feud more meaningful since Survivor Series and making people care about it. They had a strong segment on Raw with Wyatt actually eliciting real heat from the crowd for once before Ambrose brought out all the weapons that we'll see in their TLC match on Sunday. They have all the potential in the world to have a hell of a match and I'm glad to see they have a story supporting it.
· John Cena and Seth Rollins: Their Tables match screamed "filler feud" for Cena when it was initially announced last week. They have history together dating back to Night of Champions, but they surprisingly haven't touched upon that at all. That said, they did a great job of hyping up their pending match on SmackDown with a strong talking segment. Rollins has improved leaps and bounds on the mic since turning heel earlier this year and this was one of Cena's better promos in recent memory even if it felt a bit repetitive. It also made me more excited for their upcoming Tables match.
· Hideo Itami and Finn Balor vs. The Ascension: First off, it was crazy cool to see Balor bring back the war paint that made him unique on the independent scene. The crowd popped big for it and it only enhanced the energy of the matchup. I enjoyed this more than the tag team title match because it told a better story and the final few minutes were fantastic. Balor and Itami have such great chemistry together that I'd have zero problem with them sticking together for the foreseeable future.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks: I had a fear that this match was going to be the worst of the women's matches we've been seeing on these NXT live specials, but that wasn't the case in the slightest. The in-ring action was excellent and the two developed a nice rhythm throughout. They once again put the main roster Divas to shame. That's not a knock on the main roster Divas but rather how they're booked.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena vs. Big Show: I don't care how short it was; the fact it happened at all is bothersome to me. Why are we still getting Cena vs. Show in 2014? I knew we were bound to see it at some point after Show turned on Cena at Survivor Series, but did it need to happen in the main event of the go-home show to TLC? The worst part about it was how Michael Cole still acts surprised whenever Cena lifts Show up for the Attitude Adjustment like it's some kind of impressive feat. Yes, it was... ten years ago. A decade later, it's about as common as a head lock.
· Luke Harper vs. Erick Rowan: Again, it doesn't matter how short this match ended up being. It shouldn't have happened at all, or at least in this point in time. These two were stablemates for nearly a year and a half, so their first match against each other should have felt like a big deal. This was given away for free on Raw without any prior hype and it felt like a throwaway bout. It was a real shame, but it can still be a money match down the line.
· Charlotte vs. Natalya: I was happy to see Charlotte finally make her main roster debut, but the way it was handled was extremely strange. Her and Natalya had one of the best women's matches of the year at the second NXT live special in May, yet they were given barely three minutes on Raw. Above all else, Charlotte lost! It's one thing to have a NXT star lose in their first match, but it's another thing when they're holding a title. Maybe this will make sense at some point if they feud when she officially gets to the main roster, but in the mean time, it was an odd way of booking the daughter of Ric Flair her first night in.
· Nikki Bella vs. Alicia Fox: While the match wasn't bad from an in-ring standpoint, I just couldn't have cared less about it. The feud between Nikki and AJ Lee has lost a lot of steam, surprisingly, since Survivor Series. All the confusion around Brie's status as a face or heel hasn't helped matters. Nikki has done a great job in her role as a heel, but I don't find myself looking forward to the Divas Championship match at TLC at all. The saving grace of this segment was AJ on commentary. That's it.
· Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger: I didn't have much of an issue with this match, but on otherwise amazing show, this was a small blemish. I'm a fan of Corbin, but he has done the same thing week after week since debuting at the last live special three months ago: competing in squash matches. He made eye contact with Bull Dempsey at one point, so at least this wasn't completely pointless.
