Week of December 17, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler vs. Luke Harper: No. 1 Contender's Elimination Fatal 4-Way Match - SmackDown Live, December 13
Before I begin breaking down SmackDown Live's main event from this week, let me start out by saying how much I loved the edition of Miz TV that preceeded it. It set the stage for this matchup very well and made me want to see The Miz ultimately challenge AJ Styles for the WWE Championship. Granted, Miz was the first one eliminated from the bout by Dean Ambrose, but at least all signs point to him and Ambrose feuding over the Intercontinental Championship going forward. I especially enjoyed the strong showing Luke Harper had, and how it took two finishers for Ambrose and Dolph Ziggler to oust him from the match. Ambrose and Ziggler then produced a fun final few minutes, which was much more engaging than their SummerSlam match back in August. Ziggler vs. Styles should be a great match for the world title in two weeks. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
Holding a championship for a mere matter of months is considered an accomplishment this day and age, let alone a whopping 481 days (and counting). When I witnessed The New Day regain the Raw Tag Team Championship at SummerSlam 2015 in person at the Barclays Center, I did not at all think they would go on to not only beat the long-standing record of Brian Kendrick and Paul London from 2007 but also that of Demolition from over 25 years ago. Sure enough, they made history on Monday's Raw by emerging victorious in not one but two title defenses against four talented tandems. Now, they have their sights set on overcoming Cesaro and Sheamus once again at Roadblock this Sunday. While I do agree it's time for them to drop the straps to a pair of fresh faces, they should be commended for such an amazing accolade. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, December 13
All right, so it shouldn't come as too much of a surprise that SmackDown Live once again earned the "Show of the Week" award. After all, they have been the better brand since the dawn of the Brand Split many months ago. But I do have to give Raw its props for having a relatively solid show on Monday night. Granted, there were a few segments and matches I couldn't have cared less about, nor did the episode get me any more excited for Roadblock, but there was a lot less filler than normal and more of a focus on the pending pay-per-view. Despite that, SmackDown had the better night on Tuesday in my opinion by crowning new contenders to the SmackDown Tag Team and WWE Championships, as well as furthering feuds in the women's division. They're already building to that final show of 2016 on December 27th, which is great. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sami Zayn and Mick Foley: It is pretty criminal how underutilized Zayn has been in recent months, but I have liked how they have gradually built up this Zayn and Braun Strowman feud. This is the perfect place for Zayn considering he's the ultimate underdog and Strowman is an absolute monster. Zayn's match with Jinder Mahal (he still has a job?) was forgettable, but the post-match promo between him and Foley was their best yet. Foley has largely been hit or miss as general manager, but he showed good fire here along with Zayn, and Foley causing him to become more aggressive by teasing trading him to SmackDown Live for Eva Marie was wonderful.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Becky Lynch: The match wasn't anything worth writing home about because it didn't last long at all before the count-out, but this was an effective way of moving their rivalry along without giving away a clean finish. Bliss continues to be a masterful heel while Lynch thrives in chase mode. They shouldn't wait until the Royal Rumble to do the rematch, so why not hold it on that stacked show in two weeks on December 27th? Also, it was cool to see Deonna Purrazzo make a brief appearance. I would love to see her signed to NXT.
· Rich Swann vs. T.J. Perkins: Perkins has to be going heel at some point, right? I mean, he comes across like the worst friend ever when he talks to Swann about his "luck running out" and whatnot. I said months ago that he might be better cast as a heel. Perhaps that is the endgame in all of this. Anyway, this was a really good match and a significant improvement over their Raw clash from a few weeks prior. 205 Live is getting better and better by the week and it has done a solid job of providing the Cruiserweights with a platform to tell their stories, making this match meaningful as a result.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Samoa Joe: While this wasn't the best match of the series, it was still enjoyable and a bit better than their match in Japan last week. They made excellent use of the Steel Cage and calling back to past spots of theirs. Nakamura pinning Joe instead of escaping the cage was especially interesting. Was this Joe's swan song from NXT? I guess it's possible we could see him again, but it's high time he got called up to the main roster where he belongs.
· Tribute to the Troops: I'd be remiss if I didn't include this in the "Highlights" section if only because these annual events are always classy and a treat to watch. Were any of the matches must-see? Not necessarily, but I will say that backstage face-off between The New Day, The Shield and The Club might have been one of the coolest things I've seen all year. The show is worth checking out for that alone. Nevertheless, the show is meant to entertain the troops, though I did appreciate how there was a bit of build for Roadblock on Sunday with the main event furthering the feuds between Roman Reigns and Kevin Owens as well as Big Cass and Rusev.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev and Big Cass: I liked that they went outside the box by taping a segment in a hotel room last week, but it doesn't change how the context of this program is still stupid as hell. From the get-go, Rusev came off like the babyface. He is merely trying to defend and stand up for his wife, so what's so despicable about that? Big Cass, although he has improved over the past year, flounders on his own, and his lines felt beyond scripted in this segment. It's such a shame Rusev gets tied to terrible feuds such as this one (see: him vs. Dolph Ziggler from last year). Thank the lord this will be relegated to the Roadblock Kickoff show. Please let that be the end of it.
· Bayley vs. Alicia Fox: Their matches from the past two weeks haven't been bad from a wrestling standpoint, but this bout was no different than their initial encounter. They're basically fighting over teddy bears and how Fox thought Bayley was hitting on her man. By the way, how dumb does Cedric Alexander have to be to be dating Fox? Does he not know how crazy she can be? At any rate, this was a waste of time, but on the bright side, at least Bayley is beginning to build real momentum, which she will need come WrestleMania 33.
· Emmalina: I was actually anticipating the re-debut of Emmalina on Raw. No, not because I think the modeling gimmick wil be any good, but rather it gets Emma back in the mix on Raw. Apparently, she was cleared to compete months ago, though she has yet to return for whatever reason. I always thought their tactics of promoting something and then not delivering was asinine. This is getting to Funkasaurus-levels of ridiculousness. I'm holding out hope this is all a swerve and she'll be back as "evil" Emma, but that's assuming she'll be back at all. She might as well return in 2018 by this point.
· Carmella vs. Natalya: I was surprised how decent of a match this was and much time it was given, but this "Who attacked Nikki Bella?" storyline is just foolish. Natalya is a heel anyway, so I have no idea why Nikki is so shocked that Carmella accused Natalya of ambushing her at Survivor Series. They need to do something interesting with this soon or people will start to not care. Even if it was Eva Marie who was behind it all, they need to get to that reveal sooner rather than later.
· NXT Championship No. 1 Contender qualifying matches: I liked how each of these qualifying matches featured fresh matchups between competitors that have never done battle before, but this tournament could have easily been stretched out over the course of a few weeks. Since NXT crammed them all into one show, along with the title match, none of the matches stood out or were given an ample amount of time. That said, next week's Fatal 4-Way with Roderick Strong, Bobby Roode, Tye Dillinger and Andrade "Cien" Almas looks strong on paper, and I'm looking forward to finding out who among them will be facing Shinsuke Nakamura at the next TakeOver.
