Week of December 19, 2015
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. The Usos vs. The Lucha Dragons - TLC, December 13
From TLC to Raw to NXT TakeOver: London, this week was filled with incredible wrestling, but I can safely say that no match I saw in the last seven days came close to topping the Triple Threat Tag Team Ladder match for the WWE Tag Team Championship we saw on Sunday. Granted, I might be biased because in attendance for the event and was lucky enough to see it live, but it was easily one of the greatest Ladder matches I've seen in years. The New Day, The Usos and The Lucha Dragons all deserve credit for putting forth such a strong effort, but Kalisto in particular stood out like a star. I mean, that Salida Del Sol off the top of the ladder was absolutely amazing! I'm honestly shocked no one walked away hurt from that match. The New Day winning was the right move because they're above and beyond the most over team right now. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
I don't typically give the Superstar of the Week award to the same person two weeks in a row for the sake of variety, but I'd be damned if Roman Reigns didn't deserve it. Even at TLC, where he failed the first time to reclaim the WWE World Heavyweight Championship from Sheamus in a grueling TLC match, he was one of the brightest stars coming out of the event. Out of frustration from coming up short, he wiped out the entire League of Nations (sans King Barrett who was conspicuous by his absence) and then shifted his sights to Triple H. He followed up on the epic attack on the next night's Raw by beating Sheamus to become the new WWE World Heavyweight Champion, marking the first title change on Raw in over four years. Now that he has the prestigious prize in his possession, he will face the tough task of holding on to it. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: London, December 16
Again, you could go with any event from the last seven days as the Show of the Week and you wouldn't be wrong. TLC exceeded the expectations of many given how bad the build was in the weeks preceding the show. Raw produced one of its best episodes in ages with a refreshing mix of entertaining action and must-see TV with the night closing out on a title change in the main event. Hell, even SmackDown was above-average this week with Kevin Owens and Dolph Ziggler stealing the show. But among it all, no show to me was better than NXT TakeOver: London. Every TakeOver has delivered over the past two weeks and the latest live special was no exception. Finn Balor and Samoa Joe contested a hard-hitting main event, the NXT Tag Team Championship match was amazing and the women were wonderful as well. What a week! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens: Given that there was next to no build for this bout, the sole reason I was excited for this match was because I knew they'd deliver an exciting matchup. Ultimately, that proved to be the case with Ambrose and Owens putting on an absolute clinic for the Intercontinental Championship at TLC. And in the most surprising moment of the night, Ambrose captured the title! I can't say I saw that one coming, but it was a pleasant surprise. Ambrose was overdue for a major moment and he can have a fun run as champion over the next few months. More importantly, it frees up Owens for a mega match with Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania 32!
· ECW Originals vs. The Wyatt Family: I'm as tired of ECW reunions as most people are, but I commend The Dudley Boyz, Tommy Dreamer and Rhyno for coming in and putting over The Wyatt Family in a big way (although The Dudley Boyz were technically already there). The best part? They're all still in great shape and had two very entertaining Tables and Extreme Rules matches with the Wyatts at TLC and on Raw, respectively. Now the question turns to what The Wyatt Family does next, but at least they have momentum.
· Roman Reigns vs. Sheamus: It seems as if I'm in the minority when I say that I didn't care for Reigns vs. Sheamus at TLC. As somone who was there, I can tell you that the crowd couldn't have cared less about either guy, which is why it's so amazing that Boston was so hot for Reigns afterward. I appreciated the effort they put into the match and there were a handful of big spots, but the rest of it fell flat. That said, their Raw rematch was significantly better. They don't have amazing chemistry together, but the circumstances surrounding the contest made it feel must-see for a change.
· Finn Balor vs. Samoa Joe: What is there to say about this match other than it was simply stellar? Balor and Joe work so well together that I'd be open to multiple rematches in the weeks and months to come, though I'm willing to bet that they might be moving into a Balor vs. Baron Corbin program sooner rather than later. Either way, Balor and Joe had one hell of a match in London that I thoroughly enjoyed.
· Dash and Dawson vs. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: Everything about this match perfectly captured why I love wrestling as much as I do. They tugged at your heart strings with the pre-match video package by showing the journey Amore and Cassady have had over the past few years. I could have sworn they were going to win this match, which is why the nearfalls down the stretch were so effective. I was mad at the end when Dash and Dawson retained, but not in the sense I thought it was a bad decision. They've really grown on me as a tandem and that finish was so fantastic there wasn't a way I could be disappointed with it. I'd go so far as to say it was better than Joe vs. Balor in the main event!
This Week's Low Points
· Ryback vs. Rusev: This was undoubtedly the worst match at TLC and nothing else came close. However, it wasn't a shocker by any means because I fully expected the match to underwhelm. They've had decent matches in the past, but the story has been nonexistent throughout this "feud" and as a result, the crowd sat on their hands for it. Worse yet, Ryback fell for Lana feigning an injury yet again even though she did the exact same thing only days prior on Raw. In all honesty, it didn't matter who won, but at least they had Rusev go over which was more important considering he's a part of the League of Nations. Please let this be the last time they wrestle for a while.
· Charlotte vs. Paige: There wasn't anything technically wrong with the match, but the character development in the Divas division continue to confuse the hell out of me. Who were fans supposed to cheer for? Paige, who disrespected Charlotte's dead baby brother? Or Charlotte, who cheated her way to victory? It should come as no surprise that this was the sole match at TLC that I got up to get food during. I'm sorry, but I had very little interest in it. Ric Flair taking all the attention off his daughter didn't help matters, either.
· Stephanie McMahon slaps Roman Reigns: As much as I loved Reigns overcoming the odds and capturing the WWE World Heavyweight Championship in the Raw main event, Stephanie slapping Reigns as much and as hard as she did was unnecessary. It can be argued that it got Reigns more over, but had that not happened, it wouldn't have mattered. Why wouldn't he have just blocked the shots? And where was her comeuppance? I didn't at all expect Reigns to lay her out nor should she have, but it's irksome to see Stephanie emasculating everyone on the roster.
· Alberto Del Rio and Rusev vs. Jack Swagger and Ryback: Although this match wasn't terrible by any means, it paled in comparison to everything else on the hot Raw. It was a well-wrestled matchup, but fans couldn't care less about either feud right now and I surely hope this was the end of the line for both programs. If nothing else, at least the League of Nations picked up a much-needed victory.
· Tyler Breeze: As I mentioned last week, I was fearful when Breeze was called up to the main roster in late October because given his gimmick, there was a high chance WWE would turn him into a comedy character. Sadly, if this past week was any indication, that is exactly what has happened. It's great Nevillle and The Miz finally have something going, but it came at the expense of Breeze on Monday night. Days later on SmackDown, he lost a throwaway match to Titus O'Neil, who hasn't won a singles match on a major show in years. Yes, Breeze will likely be moving into a feud with Goldust soon, but I'm skeptical as to how much good that will do him coming off his losses to Dolph Ziggler.
