Week in Review - December 1, 2012
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Dolph Ziggler - Raw, November 26th
Although this is a match I would have much rather preferred to see on pay-per-view, I was still extremely entertained by the matchup between John Cena and Dolph Ziggler this past week on Monday Night Raw. Their encounter earlier in the evening was nothing special, but the match between two later on certainly was. In what the match of the night, Cena and Ziggler showcased their amazing chemistry that saw both valiant competitors execute some marvelous maneuvers. My only issue with the match itself, however, was its finish that saw Cena pin Ziggler cleanly despite the numerous outs he had for losing. That aside, this was a very enjoyable contest that had the bleached-blonde Superstar looking strong in defeat. Here's hoping we see more from these two in singles competition in the foreseeable future, as a mixed tag team match also involving AJ and Vickie Guerrero at WWE TLC isn't all that desirable. Rather, I have my fingers crossed for a Tables match contested between Ziggler and Cena at the event that will see Ziggler emerge victorious in fluky fashion, but only time will tell as far as that goes. Win or lose, Ziggler is looking more like a main event start with each week that passes. 

Superstar of the Week: John Cena
As much as you might dislike him, there's no denying the fact that John Cena had a hell of a showing on all three of WWE's televised programs this past week. With victories on each show, it's hard to say differently. Starting on Raw, Cena took on arch-rival Dolph Ziggler in what was easily the match of the night (more on that above). Following the contest, he locked lips with AJ in what was a steamy moment to say the least. Then, Cena made his first-ever appearance on WWE's newest Wednesday night program, Main Event. He took one brutal beating at the hands of Damien Sandow, but eventually battled back and forced the intellectual savior of the masses to submit within seconds to his devastating STF submission hold. Finally, Cena went one-on-one with former foe Alberto Del Rio in the opening match of Friday's SmackDown, where the Cenation put away Del Rio in innovative fashion with the diving leg drop bulldog. 

Show of the Week: Monday night Raw - November 26, 2012
Although all three WWE televised programs this week were mildly entertaining, this week's edition of Monday Night Raw barely beat out the other two for a number of factors. Following last week's disappointment of a show, this week's episode was a vast improvement in terms of both excitement and actual wrestling. Most of the matches felt fresh, which is what was missing from the program the week previous. Additionally, three of the matches on the Monday night card could've easily been passed off as pay-per-view bouts because they were just that good. Many viewers (myself included) consistently complain and clamor for more wrestling on a three-hour show, and WWE definitely delivered on that this week. The three hours didn't seem to drag all that much, either, so that was also a very good sign. WWE Main Event was also a good program this week with two wrestled matches, but it wasn't as great as previous editions. Friday Night SmackDown was also great this week, but it was a show that will be forgotten within the next month. With the end of the year quickly approaching, I'm hoping all three shows (as well as the upcoming WWE TLC pay-per-view) remain to be worth watching to end 2012 on a high note. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Shield interview: It was obvious that The Shield had potential from the start, but most people expected WWE to drop the ball on them shortly following their debut. While that still could be possible, they had an impressive showing on Monday Night Raw that started with this intriguing interview conducted with Michael Cole. Dean Ambrose came off as a star with his fantastic mic skills, and his facial expressions were a nice touch. Seth Rollins has never been known to be a master on the mic, but he did pretty well for himself here. Roman Regins played the part of intimidating force extraordinarily well. Ambrose ending speculation that they were neither the Nexus nor the nWo was brilliant and made this one of the highlights of Monday's show. 
· Rey Mysterio vs. Daniel Bryan: Although I was highly anticipating CM Punk vs. Daniel Bryan, Bryan vs. Rey Mysterio was an excellent consolation prize. With that being their first ever meeting within the squared circle, Mysterio and Bryan provided a very fun matchup that the crowd was certainly hot for. Not only that, but it helped further the tag team feud that's rumored to be taking place at WWE TLC, so it was effective in that aspect as well. 
· Sheamus vs. Antonio Cesaro: On a night filled with awesome action, Sheamus vs. Antonio Cesaro was the most pleasantly surprising. I expected a glorified squash going into it, but the ending result was something I didn't see coming. Their similar styles meshed well, and Cesaro's uppercut on Sheamus came off as incredibly impressive. Cesaro took the loss via count-out, so he lost zero credibility. After watching these two foreigners battle it out, I'm very much looking forward to the next time they cross paths. 
· Damien Sandow: Along with John Cena, Damien Sandow had quite the week over the past seven days. He soundly defeated Zack Ryder on this week's Raw, looked strong in defeat against John Cena on WWE Main Event, and pinned Tyson Kidd on SmackDown. With Cody Rhodes currently injured, I see a bright future for Sandow as a singles competitor until he returns. 
· Raw conclusion: The overall Raw episode this past week was actually pretty good, but the ending is what left a lasting image in the minds of the viewers. After a solid match between CM Punk and Kane, The Shield made their presence known by ambushing the WWE Tag Team Champion before Ryback made the save. He, too, was taken out by Punk and the NXT standouts, further teasing an alliance between the two parties. It ended the show on a suspenseful note and has this particular viewer excited for what's to come. 
· Ryback promo: Say what you will about Ryback and the push he's received thus far, but there's no questioning that his mic skills have improved immensely in recent months. His promo on his this week's Raw was indicative that, where he engaged in a strong verbal exchange with Vickie Guerrero that got the crowd behind him. He didn't come off as an Ultimate Warrior rip-off, which is a step in the right direction. 
· John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio: While it's hard to believe that this match went from headlining pay-per-views to opening up a SmackDown, John Cena and Alberto Del Rio still had an entertaining match on Friday night. The inevitable outcome was never in doubt, but the action was still very enjoyable. Bonus points to Cena for finishing the match with something not named the Attitude Adjustment or STF. 
· Sheamus vs. Dolph Ziggler: Sure, we've seen this matchup numerous times over the course of 2012, but it never gets old for this viewer. Both guys pulled off some hard-hitting spots that came off very well. I'm glad Ziggler didn't take the pin-fall loss here, as that would've done further damage to his character following his loss to John Cena on Monday night. 
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler loses clean to John Cena: As awesome as the match was between John Cena and Dolph Ziggler on Raw, I can't help but be disappointed by its finish. Ziggler emerging victorious was a bit of a stretch, but Cena had every excuse to lose. He had a knee injury and AJ and Vickie Guerrero could've served as distractions at ringside. There was no need to cease Ziggler's momentum by having him lose clean here to Cena, but hopefully they rectify that mistake in coming weeks by having Ziggler look strong against the Cenation leader.
· The Great Khali vs. David Otunga: We saw this match not too longer ago on SmackDown and not even that match was good, so what persuaded WWE to do it again? Obviously, both Khali and Otunga are pretty terrible in the ring, so the fact this match was garbage was expected, but why even bother having it if that was the case?
· 3MB: I don't know what it is about them, but I just don't find myself clicking with their gimmick. I mean, all three guys are decent wrestlers in the ring, but the whole rock star gimmick is just plain stupid. Maybe that's the point of the group, but I don't see what WWE could do with them if they can't be taken seriously. I appreciate the effort WWE has put into pushing the stable thus far, but it just feels like a waste of time to me.
