Week of December 1, 2018
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander and Mustafa Ali vs. Buddy Murphy and Tony Nese - 205 Live, November 28
For months, the only men who have occupied the WWE Cruiserweight Championship picture have been Buddy Murphy, Tony Nese, Cedric Alexander and Mustafa Ali. The matches they've had together have been nothing short of stellar, and sure enough, the tag team match pitting Alexander and Ali against Murphy and Nese in the main event of this week's edition of 205 Live was every bit as entertaining as you'd expect. It was filled with fun action and solid storytelling, culminating in an exciting final stretch that saw Alexander pin Murphy, seemingly earning himself another title shot.
Superstar of the Week: Lars Sullivan
It's strange to say that Lars Sullivan is something of a hot commodity right now in WWE. That isn't meant to be a knock on his talent, but I surely didn't expect so much focus to be on him of all people coming out of Survivor Series weekend. For the second straight week, vignettes aired on Raw and SmackDown Live hyping his upcoming arrival, though it remains unknown what brand he will ultimately end up on. If that wasn't enough, he continued his winning ways on Wednesday night by knocking off Keith Lee in an entertaining match on NXT TV.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 27
I wasn't particularly impressed with what SmackDown Live had to offer last week coming off of Survivor Series (why wasn't Shane McMahon more concerned with his brand losing in a clean sweep at the pay-per-view?!), but I thought this week's installment was a much better effort. Granted, not everything was perfect (Shinsuke Nakamura's attack on Rusev and Kofi Kingston vs. The Miz felt like wastes of time), but the key segments and matches delivered and set up a few different things for TLC. SmackDown is riding high compared to Raw right now.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: I'm not exaggerating when I say that this was the only "Highlight" from this week's Raw, and I'm being generous by including it in this column and not the "Low Points." That's because this rivalry has been so overexposed over the past five months and I'm beyond sick of seeing them face each other. Sure, their in-ring encounters are always enjoyable and they put forth a strong effort on Monday night, but it was far from their best outing. Worse yet, fans had their hopes up for a fresh face answering Rollins' open challenge, but it ended up being the same old, same old.
· The Usos vs. The Bar: It's amazing how few matches these two tandems have had since the Superstar Shake-up considering how well they work together. The Bar vs. The New Day finally ran its course, so it was high time the SmackDown Tag Team Champions moved on to some new challengers. To the surprise of no one, they put together a terrific match that had a great pace and reminded fans just how fun tag team wrestling can be when done right. Expect a rematch for the titles in the near future.
· Samoa Joe interrupts Jeff Hardy's celebration: I don't think anyone realized going into SmackDown Live that Tuesday marked 20 years since Hardy signed with WWE for the first time, so it was cool of the company to acknowledge that and incorporate it into an angle with Joe. The video package that was produced for Hardy was wonderful and the crowd treated him like a hero. Joe's promo was strong and I'm all for them feuding, but Joe desperately needs credibility right now coming off his string of losses to AJ Styles. Will he be allowed to bounce back with this program?
· AJ Styles promo: Styles hasn't seen on WWE TV (Starrcade aside) since losing the WWE Championship two weeks ago, so his first appearance back on Tuesday night packed a punch. His mic work was starting to get repetitive when he was the champ, so now that he's in chase mode again, he feels refreshed and he has a renewed purpose. Styles' intense delivery got me excited for him vs. Daniel Bryan at TLC.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. The Mighty: This week's edition of NXT was basically a pre-TakeOver WarGames II house show taped for television. I feared nothing that happened would have storyline significance, but that didn't appear to be the case whatsoever. For example, Lorcan and Burch have been on a massive roll since reuniting in the tag team ranks a month or so ago, and I wasn't sure if this match would amount to anything. However, both teams went out there and ripped it out in a hard-hitting and highly entertaining affair. Following Lorcan and Burch's victory, The Mighty laid out the babyfaces afterward, so I would assume this rivalry will continue. If this outing was any indication, I'm looking forward to more matches between them.
This Week's Low Points
· Finn Balor vs. Baron Corbin: Unlike Seth Rollins and Dolph Ziggler, Balor and Corbin don't have the slightest bit of in-ring chemistry together, yet they have had a ridiculous amount of matches against each other since the summer. Nothing about it was interesting, and then Corbin had to make it a Handicap match at the last minute by adding Drew McIntyre into the mix. Corbin has been a poor authority figure so far, but it looks like his heel shenanigans will be put into high gear before he likely loses the position at TLC. This matchup was a fitting way to close out what was regarded by fans to be the worst episode all year.
· AOP vs. Bobby Roode and Chad Gable: A small part of me had faith that these two teams would get the chance to contest the the above-average match they're capable of after their last encounter was cut short. Unfortunately, this ended up being way worse. Instead of focusing on the action in the ring, a majority of this matchup centered around Drake Maverick peeing on Roode's robe in a bathroom backstage. And yes, Roode was dumb enough to be distracted by this and apparently didn't care about winning the tag titles.
· The Lucha House Party vs. The Revival: I ranted last week about how The Revival were basically booked like babyfaces by being placed in a Handicap match against Lucha House Party due to the "Lucha House Rules." Revival made an excellent point on this week's Raw about unfair that was, yet they were put in the exact same situation immediately thereafter and proceeded to lose again. Needless to say, none of this made any sense. Lucha House Party look like heels coming out of this, and as for Revival, I have no clue how anyone could remotely care about them at this point.
· Jinder Mahal vs. No Way Jose: If Roman Reigns, Braun Strowman and so many others getting sick/injured mean more television time for guys like Mahal and Jose, then I am officially scared for the future of this show. I'm only half-joking when I say that. At any rate, this was total filler, and I'm not even sure what purpose it was supposed to serve. Mahal has lost much more than he's won lately, but him beating Jose means nothing.
· Shinsuke Nakamura attacks Rusev: This wasn't a major "Low Point," but it still bothers me how underutilized both of these guys are. Despite being the current United States Champion, Nakamura's appearances on SmackDown Live are far and few between. When he does show up, he's usually facing the same faces, such as Rusev, another talent who has been wasted in recent months. This angle was likely designed to kick off a title program between them, but I have no interest in seeing it, personally. They have had a handful of matches with the gold up for grabs before, and although they work well together, Rusev just isn't a compelling challenger for Nakamura. That said, it's sad Nakamura hasn't had a real rival since beating Jeff Hardy for the belt in July.
