WEEK OF DECEMBER 21, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DANIEL BRYAN VS. RANDY ORTON - RAW, DECEMBER 16
When Daniel Bryan and Randy Orton first started feuding after SummerSlam, I had high hopes for their clashes over the WWE Championship. Although their matches at Night of Champions, Battleground, and Hell in a Cell were all good, I certainly wouldn't rank them among the best bouts of the year. One night removed from becoming the first ever WWE World Heavyweight Champion at WWE TLC, Orton was put in a one-on-one match in the main event of Raw against Orton. The familiar foes, surprisingly enough, ended up having a match that surpassed any other encounter they had this year. The entertaining action combined with the suspense of every nearfall made the match must-see for sure. Although Orton ultimately disqualifying himself may have come off as a cop-out finish, it was what needed to be done. Neither competitor should have lost this match, and both of them came out looking stronger than ever. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: BIG E LANGSTON
Since turning face at the end of October, Big E Langston has been on an absolute roll. As Langston recently remarked, Langston has yet to lose a match as Intercontinental champion, and that strong streak remained intact this past week. At WWE TLC, Langston was successful in retaining his title against Damien Sandow in a competitive contest. The next night on Raw, Langston joined the tag team ranks by pairing up with Mark Henry to score a big victory over The Real Americans. He picked up yet another victory on SmackDown, defeating Jack Swagger. That wasn't all, however, as Langston came to the aid of CM Punk that same night to fend off The Shield. If the last month was any indication, then Langston will have a very bright future in WWE. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE TLC
WWE TLC has always been one of my personal favorite pay-per-views of the year since its inception in 2009. The last few installments have been excellent, but I feared that they set the bar too high for years to come. Of course, that was the case with this year's event, which came nowhere near being as awesome as past shows. However, I can at least take solace in the fact that the show had a clean finish, unlike every other pay-per-view in the last four months. Not only that, but the two Handicap matches were a lot of fun to watch and the rest of the card was solid as well. Sure, not everything was perfect (see: The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston and Brodus Clay vs. R-Truth), but it was enough to give me hope that the future of WWE programming is all that bleak after all. Furthermore, the next night's edition of Raw was good and served as a solid follow-up to TLC. With WrestleMania season right around the corner, I feel WWE is in decent shape heading into their biggest show of the year. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· John Cena vs. Randy Orton: Say what you will about their bland feuds, but their matches have always been excellent, and their latest TLC match was pure proof of that. Both Cena and Orton put forth a strong effort and executed several cool spots. It didn't feel as special as it was supposed to be (probably due to the such short build), but at least Orton won the match cleanly without help from The Authority.
· CM Punk vs. The Shield: I am not usually a fan of Handicap matches, but this one was very entertaining. Punk works so well with all members of The Shield and their match against each other made for a great opening contest. Punk winning worked for me, and it planted the seeds the inevitable Shield breakup. I don't want to see The Shield break up as much as the next guy, but at least they are building towards it slowly and wisely.
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Wyatt Family: While the Punk-Shield matchup was the better wrestled Handicap match of the two at TLC, this one had the better story. Bryan fought valiantly against The Wyatt Family and looked strong in defeat. Seeing Bray Wyatt in action felt special and having them defeat Bryan gave them a big win over a credible babyface.
· Tag team division: It is difficult to think of a time in WWE where the tag team division is hotter than it is right now. The tag team title match at TLC undoubtedly stole the show and the next night's Raw was also very tag team-heavy. The Rhodes brothers have really reignited a fire under the division in recent months and I am excited for what the future holds for tag team wrestling in the new year.
· CM Punk and Shawn Michaels promo: This promo was hit or miss for a lot of people, but I thoroughly enjoyed it. It served as a nice follow-up from Michaels hitting Sweet Chin Music on Punk the week prior, but didn't accomplish much more than that. HBK indicated on Twitter that he was brought in at the last minute, so I don't believe this segment will lead to a WrestleMania match or anything along those lines. Even still, it was cool to see Punk and HBK cross paths in a Raw ring again.
· AJ Lee: After being involved in heated confrontation with Michelle Beadle at last week's Tribute to the Troops tapings, many people expected AJ to drop the Divas Championship at TLC. Instead, she had a good match with Natalya and successfully retained her title, before picking up additional victories on Raw and Main Event later in the week. Here's hoping AJ ultimately breaks the record for longest reign as Divas champion.
· The Miz vs. Curtis Axel: Face it, people: Miz is a tweener. No need to continue complaining about it, as he was a heel at TLC before going back to being a babyface on Main Event and SmackDown this week. Maybe it is because I am sucker for the holidays, but I enjoyed Miz vs. Axel on Main Event this week and the fact Santa Claus was in Miz's corner. It helped Miz garner a strong face reaction from the live crowd, too.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Fandango vs. Dolph Ziggler: I expected these two to have a much better match than they did at TLC, and on Raw for that matter. Fandango hasn't meant anything in months, and neither has Ziggler, so who was this match supposed to benefit? Fandango desperately needs to be pushed and Ziggler deserves better.
· The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston: Please tell me this feud has ended after their atrocious match at TLC. I liked their brawl on the pre-show panel, but the fans in attendance couldn't have cared less about the match itself. They hardly went to the extreme despite it being a no disqualification match. I have no desire to see these two face off again any time soon, that much is for sure.
· Brodus Clay: As much as I love the fact that Clay is finally undergoing a heel turn, the way it is being done is horrendous. Clay lost all three of his matches this week and looked like a chump when being fended off by R-Truth and Xavier Woods. Everyone involved in this program needs to move on to bigger and better things.
· Sin Cara vs. Drew McIntyre: It is nice to see Sin Cara being pushed for a change, but a victory over McIntyre essentially wins nothing, especially given the fact his last two wins were over a former world champion in Alberto Del Rio. Speaking of Del Rio, he was nowhere to be seen this week. Looks like the concussion he sustained on Raw a few weeks ago was legitimate after all. In all honesty, I didn't even notice he was gone. 
· The Miz vs. Damien Sandow: These two have had a handful of fun matches in the past, so I was disappointed to see this match cut short. Sandow scored the cheap win within a minute of the match, which didn't do much to boost his stagnant momentum. If nothing else, Sandow's pre-match promo was effective in hyping the upcoming Christmas episode of Raw. I enjoy Miz as a babyface (or a tweener, I guess), but his promo wasn't his best work.
· Fandango vs. Kofi Kingston: Fandango and Kingston are the latest two mid-carders that have nothing going for them at the moment that are thrown in matches against each other every single week. Seriously, what is the point? It was used to give Fandango his win back after losing to Ziggler on Raw, but I don't care any more about him now than I did before this bout.
· Brie Bella vs. Tamina Snuka: Brie has improved immensely in the ring these last few months, but why not give her some time to shine against Tamina? Their match was only two minutes long, but I suppose I shouldn't be surprised since this is a Divas match we are talking about here. Brie's win seemed to come out of nowhere and in decisive fashion, which doesn't bode well for the "dominant" Tamina.
