Week of December 22, 2018
Match of the Week: Becky Lynch vs. Charlotte Flair vs. Asuka: Triple Threat TLC SmackDown Women's Championship Match - TLC, December 16
There was no doubt that the Triple Threat TLC match pitting Becky Lynch, Charlotte Flair and Asuka against each other deserved to headline last Sunday's pay-per-view event. Sure enough, the ladies closed out the night in phenomenal fashion. They held nothing back as they battered each other with every weapon in sight and the crowd ate it all up. I enjoyed this immensely and I don't think it'd be a stretch to say that it was one of the best women's matches in company history. Asuka winning with help from Ronda Rousey was merely the icing on the cake.
Superstar of the Week: Asuka
It took much longer than expected, but Asuka is a champion on the main roster at long last. Since seeing her streak snapped by Charlotte Flair at WrestleMania 34, Asuka has been in quite the lull on SmackDown Live. Thankfully, she not only worked her way into the TLC main event but also reigned supreme as the new SmackDown Women's Champion following a fantastic Triple Threat match. To keep her momentum rolling, she put her gold up for grabs against Naomi on Tuesday's SmackDown in an impromptu matchup and emerged victorious once again.
Show of the Week: WWE TLC, December 16
WWE hasn't delivered many memorable pay-per-views this year (at least ones that were memorable for the right reasons), but I appreciated that they ended the year on a high note with TLC. Not everything at the event was exceptional, but there were enough above-average matches to make it a thumbs-up show. As previously noted, the TLC main event was outstanding, but the WWE Championship match was every bit as exciting. Ronda Rousey vs. Nia Jax, Buddy Murphy vs. Cedric Alexander, and the SmackDown Tag Team Championship match were also among the highlights.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Daniel Bryan vs. AJ Styles: As amazing as the TLC main event was, it should also be noted that the WWE Championship match between Daniel Bryan and AJ Styles from earlier in the evening was equally excellent. I thoroughly enjoyed their first two championship clashes, but they felt like they were missing something, whereas this was exactly the type of contest I was hoping they'd have originally. Styles was his usual phenomenal self while Bryan has really settled into his new heel role and appears to be having the most fun of his entire career. I love the chemistry they have together, so fingers crossed their rivalry isn't over yet.
· Ronda Rousey vs. Nia Jax: I was honestly not expecting this to be as good as it was. Similar to their outing at June's Money in the Bank pay-per-view, this bout was better than it had any right to be given how abysmal the build-up was. I should also note that it wasn't all Rousey, either. I don't care for Jax in the slightest, but I must admit that she too held her own and wasn't as atrocious as she normally is. The outcome was never in doubt, mind you, but Jax put up a decent fight and now we can move on to new challengers.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Cedric Alexander: Once again, Alexander and Murphy made magic together and had a very fun match. I'd argue that it was weaker than their last two matches against each other and could have benefited from more time, but that stuff aside, it was one of the best bouts of the night. It's cool the Cruiserweights are getting more opportunities to shine, though I was slightly disappointed this wound up on the Kickoff show as opposed to the main card. The crowd was into the action, so why won't WWE take a chance and put them where they belong?
· Gauntlet match: The women wrestling in the main event of Raw this week and occupying the entire third hour with their Gauntlet match (although it wasn't advertised in advance) was a pleasant surprise. The layout was logical with certain stars having stronger showings than others, and not every minute of it was compelling, but it was entertaining on the whole and the final few mini matchups were well wrestled.
· AJ Styles and Mustafa Ali vs. Daniel Bryan and Andrade "Cien" Almas: I praised Ali's performance on SmackDown Live last week and hoped he would become a full-time member of the active roster. Sure enough, it was announced this past Tuesday night that he has officially joined the blue brand, and he wasted no time in making an impact. This tag team main event was awesome and saw all four wrestlers get their time to shine at one point or another. Better yet, Ali pinned the WWE Champion! I don't know if WWE will drag their feud out until the Royal Rumble, but regardless of when Ali and Bryan go one-on-one again for the WWE title, it's bound to be a blast. He debuted with a bang, but now it's all about the aftermath and how WWE follows up.
· Aleister Black vs. Johnny Gargano: I've been digging this feud since the get-go and the latest chapter in the saga was nothing short of tremendous. The storytelling in their Steel Cage match was well done and Gargano seemingly reuniting with Tommaso Ciampa to take out Black was a hell of a cliffhanger.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose: It pains me to put this in the "Low Points" column, but there can be no argument that this Intercontinental Championship clash from TLC was incredibly underwhelming. Rollins and Ambrose have had some strong matches in the past, so I found it strange that they didn't click as well during their latest one-on-one encounter. Perhaps it was because they went for a straightforward wrestling match as opposed to a heated brawl that would have been more reflective of their rivalry. If nothing else, Ambrose winning clean and becoming the new champion was a nice finish. That should spice up this program a bit.
· Elias vs. Bobby Lashley: At first, I was surprised to see this match take place on the Kickoff show at TLC and not the main card, but as it turned out, it was right where it belonged. In other words, this was no good. The ladder stipulation was not necessary in the slightest and there was hardly any drama. Furthermore, it ended rather abruptly. Sure, Elias winning was a cool moment, but it was immediately negated afterward when Lashley and Lio Rush ambushed him. A rematch has already been set for the Christmas Eve Raw.
· R-Truth and Carmella vs. Jinder Mahal and Alicia Fox: To be perfectly fair, these four did the best with what they were given and this wasn't nearly as awful as I expected it to be. That said, it had no business being on the main card and I couldn't have cared less about it. The crowd was more invested in the action than I thought they would be, but this should have been relegated to the Kickoff show. Mixed Match Challenge's second season was a colossal waste of time and I can't say I'm thrilled that Truth and Carmella will entering at No. 30 in their respective Royal Rumble matches.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Randy Orton: This wasn't a major "Low Point" from TLC, but the Chairs matches continue to be a running gag at the TLC pay-per-view. It's a silly stipulation and it's tough to get excited over two guys beating each other up with nothing but chairs. To their credit, they tried to make this as passable as possible and I found it to be a nice little match, but their recent clash on SmackDown was way better.
· The McMahons' big "shake-up": If you were shocked by the big announcement from the McMahon family on Monday's Raw, you clearly haven't been watching wrestling long enough. If you were hoping for something more exciting, you're too optimistic (and also haven't been wrestling long enough). Baron Corbin being removed from his role as Raw general manager is a step in the right direction. However, that means the McMahons are back in charge for the umpteenth time. Granted, they may not be heel for right now, but I assume that will happen eventually. Maybe they will follow through on their promises and truly make Raw and SmackDown Live better, but nothing will change until there is a change at the top (i.e. Vince McMahon).
· R-Truth and Carmella vs. The Miz and Mandy Rose: Two days removed from their "grand" victory in the finals of the Mixed Match Challenge, Truth and Carmella lost in the matter of a minute to the makeshift duo of Miz and Rose. I have no clue what purpose this was supposed to serve and what exactly it accomplished (if anything).
