Week in Review - December 22, 2012
Match of the Week: Ryback and Team Hell No vs. The Shield - WWE TLC
For weeks, we expected a TLC match pitting WWE Champion CM Punk against Ryback would be headlining the TLC pay-per-view. However, due to the untimeliness of Punk's minor knee injury, that match was instead pulled from the card and replaced with a bout that looked like it had a lot of potential on paper with Ryback and Team Hell No aligning against The Shield in the first-ever six-man TLC tag team match. Sure, it wouldn't be contested for a championship, but that didn't matter. The extrodinarily awesome action in this match blew the minds of all the fans watching this tremendous pay-per-view and showcased what The Shield is truly capable of in ring. Take nothing away from Ryback or Team Hell No, though, as they too connected with their signature spots before falling victim to The Shield's overpowering numbers game. In what was the spot of the night, Seth Rollins was sent spiraling off the top of the ladder and through a table in the stage area. Since Ryback wasn't the one who got pinned, he remains protected and didn't loss any credibility. If was any indication, The Shield will have no problem shining inside the squared circle as well as they do during their attacks.
Superstar of the Week: The Shield
Since their shocking debut at the conclusion of Survivor Series last month, The Shield has been a force to be reckoned with on each and every show they appear on. In their first-ever televised WWE match, the trio took of the unlikely pairing of Ryback and Team Hell No in a TLC six-man tag team match at the pay-per-view of the same name this past Sunday. Despite what many people speculated, Shield emerged victorious in what was arguably the match of the night. Their reign of terror didn't stop there, however, as their ambushes on Ricardo Rodriguez, Tommy Dreamer and even the returning Ric Flair the following night on Raw were enough to put them over in a big way. On Tuesday's Super SmackDown special, the group also dished out a brutal beating on Sin Cara and Brodus Clay, respectively. The Shield has been booked brilliantly over the last month and here's hoping their strong momentum continues going into 2013.
Show of the Week: WWE TLC
Each year, WWE always seems to be in the "giving" mood as Christmas quickly approaches, and this past week was no different. Although I was pretty exhausted by the end of it, the continuous streak of WWE programming this past week from Sunday's WWE TLC to Wednesday's WWE Main Event was extremely enjoyable. Each show served its purpose, provided excellent entertainment, and exceeded original expectations. However, of all the shows over the last seven days, the WWE TLC pay-per-view was the best of them all. My hopes were somewhat high going into it, but by the time the event concluded, I realized I had just received much more than what I initially bargained for. All the matches on the card were very solid and involved some awesome action, especially the two top main events including the TLC six-man tag team match and the Money in the Bank Ladder match. That event has always been a joy to watch since its debut in 2009, but this year's installment felt like it had some extra entertainment. With it being the final pay-per-view of 2012, it was the perfect way to close out the year on a high note and leave me highly anticipating what's to come in the year 2013 and beyond.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Dolph Ziggler: Aside from the TLC six-man tag team match, this was yet another match of the night from WWE TLC on Sunday. John Cena and Dolph Ziggler have great chemistry with one another, so it should come as no surprise that this bout was quite entertaining. The fact that Ziggler defeated the face of the company in the main event of a pay-per-view makes this one of the smartest booking decisions all year.
· Returns of the Slammy Awards: If it wasn't for the various returns on Raw this week, the show probably would've been terrible. However, the numerous returns from The Boogeyman, New Age Outlaws, Tommy Dreamer and even Ric Flair made for some memorable moments and were a very nice touch.
· Big E Langston debut: I was extremely excited to see Big E Langston debut at the conclusion of Monday Night Raw, as it makes him feel like a big deal. His attack on John Cena was nicely done and his alliance with AJ and Dolph Ziggler should be intriguing going forward.
· Tribute to the Troops: WWE always does an excellent job with their annual Tribute to the Troops event each year and 2012's installment was no exception. While I realize the action itself was not the primary focus of the show, it certainly made for more of an enjoyable experience to add to WWE's classiness of saluting the soldiers on this broadcast.
· No commercials during SmackDown: After an amazing WWE TLC pay-per-view on Sunday and an enjoyable Raw on Monday, Super SmackDown live kept the positive trend alive by providing a solid show on Tuesday night. Not only did the live aspect of the show help enhance it, the fact there were no commercials also helped the overall broadcast flow better and go by quicker.
This Week's Low Points
· Slammy Awards: While the Slammy Awards themselves have been exceptional in the past, they were just downright bad on Monday night. I'm not sure if the results were rigged or what, but John Cena winning 2012 Superstar of the Year after achieving nothing this year was an absolute joke. Thankfully, Triple H made his Match of the Year Award feel somewhat prestigious by teasing the return of the Undertaker.
· Ryback vs. Antonio Cesaro: Their matches on Raw and Super SmackDown respectively this past week were actually pretty good, but it's mind boggling to me as to why they'd feed the United States Champion to Ryback for no apparent reason. Sure, it's a fresh match, but the win didn't do much for Ryback and Cesaro doesn't need to be losing non-title matches so often.
· Alberto Del Rio face turn: After being stale for so long, I welcome the babyface turn from Alberto Del Rio, but it's the fashion it was done in that I have a problem with. Being a former WWE Champion, you'd think a face turn for Del Rio would be a major thing, but he's instead feuding with 3MB at the moment. I hope this a sign of fresh things to come for Del Rio, but I also get the feeling that this turn won't exactly stick.
· David Otunga vs. The Great Khali: Same shit, different week. The match lasted a mere minute before Khali scored the inevitable victory. WWE has to learn that not only are these kind of matches horrendous, but they're channel-changing bad.
· Brodus Clay vs. JTG: Yet another filler match that served no purpose whatsoever. As much as I like Brodus Clay, he's floundering at the moment and his random squash matches come off as meaningless.
