Week of December 23, 2017
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs.  Tyler Bate: WWE United Kingdom Championship Match - NXT, December 20
NXT has hosted some stellar matchups in 2017, but the tremendous trilogy of bouts between Pete Dunne and Tyler Bate for the WWE United Kingdom Championship unquestionably ranks toward the top of the list. They finally clashed in a rubber match with the gold up for grabs on this Wednesday's episode, and virtually everything about the encounter was epic. It started out slow and built to a beautiful crescendo with both men kicking out of the other's finishing move. Bate gave Dunne the fight of his life, but it wasn't enough to earn him the belt back.
Superstar of the Week: Hideo Itami
At long last, Hideo Itami has arrived on WWE's main roster. It took him a few years, and some thought it would never happen, but he has finally taken his rightful place among the elite on the grand stage. I'm well-aware that 205 Live is as cold as ice at the moment, but it's a a bigger platform for Itami to perform on, nonetheless. His main roster run got off to a solid start this week with a surprise appearance on Raw and a tag team win alongside Finn Balor followed up an impressive outing on 205 Live the next night. Is the Cruiserweight title in his sights?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 20
You know Royal Rumble season is almost upon us when WWE enters a holding pattern with Raw and SmackDown Live. Well, that kicked off this past week with two back-to-back decent albeit forgettable episodes of those two shows. Thankfully, you never have to worry about that with NXT, as the black-and-yellow brand puts forth a strong effort every week without breaks (most of the time). The latest installment on Wednesday night featured two terrific title matches with Pete Dunne and Tyler Bate meeting in an anticipated rematch and the NXT Tag Team Championship changing hands.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Baron Corbin vs. Bobby Roode vs. Dolph Ziggler: My anticipation for this United States Championship match at Clash of Champions was at an all-time low going into the event as a result of the extremely build. I figured it would be good from an in-ring standpoint, but not as good as it ended up being. This was the perfect match to kick off the show on Sunday night as the crowd was engaged in the action and there were several suspenseful nearfalls. I really would have put the belt on Roode here considering how over he was with the audience, but Ziggler is an interesting choice, to say the least, considering the fallout on SmackDown.
· SmackDown Tag Team Championship Fatal 4-Way match: Clash of Champions got off to a strong start with that tremendous Triple Threat match and then this fun Fatal 4-Way for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship. There was genuine unpredictability surrounding the outcome, and while I was glad The Usos ultimately retained their titles, Rusev came across like a star. Here's hoping he is featured more on SmackDown going forward. Chad Gable also looked credible in defeat with the awesome showing he had.
· Women's Royal Rumble match: I didn't care much for how much more important Stephanie McMahon came off than the rest of the Raw women's roster (even though she is), but it the announcement itself was very cool. This has been in the works for a while reportedly, and now is as perfect of a time as any to do it. I'm interested to see how they'll pull it off (especially considering I'll be at the event to witness it in person), but it has the potential to be something special for sure. Contrary to popular belief, I personally don't think it will take away from the men's version whatsoever.
· Seth Rollins vs. Jason Jordan: I continue to enjoy what WWE is doing with Jordan and how well done his obvious heel turn has been handled so far, and regardless of whether you're a fan of his or not, there's no denying that the guy can go in the ring. He's been under the skin of The Shield as of late and he took Rollins to the limit during their one-on-one encounter on Raw. Yes, Jordan once again fell short of victory, but he remains a focal point on the flagship show.
· The Revival vs. Heath Slater and Rhyno: The Revival initially arrived on the main roster back in April, but they have sadly spent a majority of the past eight months on the sidelines with various injuries. Thus, I was stoked to see them resurface on Raw and make short work of Slater and Rhyno, as they should have. With Dean Ambrose possibly out hurt, The Revival are needed in Raw's tag team division at the moment and could vie for the tag team titles in the not-so-distant future. As for Slater and Rhyno saying they need to change their approach, does that mean they're headed to a split similar to The Hype Bros or will we see a new side of them in the coming weeks? I'm slightly intrigued to find out.
· The Usos vs. Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: I wasn't too fond of the match these two teams had last month due to it being so brief, but the rematch on Tuesday's SmackDown was a blast. I assume this victory puts Gable and Benjamin in line for another shot at the straps.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya: Charlotte and Natalya have typically worked well together in the past, but their Lumberjack match at Clash of Champions was an absolute mess. It was bad enough that their feud over the SmackDown Women's Championship had overstayed its welcome, but having SmackDown's women's division surround the ring was completely pointless. All of the lumberjacks took away from the action, making it a mediocre match in the process. On the bright side, at least Charlotte walked away with her title intact, but I'm not sure what the hell Natalya's post-match promo was supposed to be. Could she be hinting at retirement?
· Randy Orton and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn: Don't get me wrong, I was well-aware that there was a chance this contest could be a cluster due to there being two special guest referees, but the match itself was a glorified SmackDown Live main event when it could have been so much more. To WWE's credit, the finish was clever and Bryan didn't look like a heel for helping Owens and Zayn win because Shane already attempted to screw them over, but the other four guys were total afterthoughts.
· Asuka vs. Alicia Fox: This is merely a case of me nitpicking because the result was what it should have been (and why would it have been anything different?), but Asuka should have been more dominant in her outing against Fox. She destroyed Dana Brooke and Fox in previous showings, so it was weird that it took Asuka longer to put the former Divas Champion away on Raw. At any rate, my hope is that Asuka will win the first-ever women's Royal Rumble match and go on to contend for the Raw Women's Championship at WrestleMania 34 versus Paige.
· Daniel Bryan and Shane McMahon: I discussed this briefly above, but I have no interest in SmackDown centering around its authority figures. Bryan and Shane once again kicked off Tuesday night's show, and while the delivery of their lines was solid, it feels like Creative is spinning their wheels with this program and has no idea where it's headed. I truly do not believe Bryan will be cleared to compete, and I don't really wish to see someone serve as his surrogate, either.
· Charlotte Flair and Naomi vs. The Riott Squad: As if it wasn't already evident, Charlotte's promo on SmackDown proved she is way better on the mic as a heel than she is as a babyface. She simply doesn't come across as genuine at all. Regardless, the tag team match that ensued afterward with Charlotte, Naomi and The Riott Squad's Sarah Logan and Ruby Riott was just kind of there. Worse yet, The Riott Squad lost less than a month after their main roster debut, in clean fashion, no less. It was clear from the get-go that officials didn't have anything major in mind for them when they were called up from NXT, but this was a dumb decision. Now, they're far from a threat and just another three women on the roster.
· Kalisto and Gran Metalik vs. The Brian Kendrick and Gentleman Jack Gallagher: I like the tandem of Kalisto and Metalik, but their feud with Kendrick and Gallagher has largely been lifeless. I've enjoyed the matches, but the crowds have not cared in the slightest.
