Week of December 26, 2020

Match of the Week:
Drew McIntyre vs. AJ Styles vs. The Miz (TLC, December 20)
The build to this bout slightly suffered from being overshadowed by the angle involving Drew McIntyre and Sheamus, but I never had any doubts that they would deliver when the lights were on bright. Sure enough, McIntyre and AJ Styles kicked off the night at the TLC pay-per-view on the highest note possible. Their hard-hitting, extremely exciting WWE Championship clash eventually turned into a Triple Threat when The Miz decided to take advantage of an opportunity and cash in his Money in the Bank briefcase. Unfortunately for him, he still came out unsuccessful, but it did make the outcome that much more unpredictable and the match that much more entertaining. 

Superstar of the Week:
Charlotte Flair
After a six-month hiatus from WWE TV, Charlotte Flair finally returned at TLC as Asuka's mystery partner. Unsurprisingly, she didn't miss a beat and left the event as one-half of the new WWE Women's Tag Team Champions for the first time in her career. The next night on Raw, she and Asuka put the entire women's division on notice and defeated the duo of Peyton Royce and Lacey Evans in tag team action. They followed up that impressive victory with another on SmackDown, where they retained their tag titles in a Triple Threat tag team elimination match. Like it or not, The Queen is back and better than ever.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, December 25
It's wild to think that WWE was responsible for Raw on Monday night as well the TLC pay-per-view and the Christmas edition of SmackDown. Raw was abysmal as always, yet TLC was one of the stronger shows the company has done all year while SmackDown was an absolutely exceptional episode. It's hard for me to go with anything but SmackDown as the "Show of the Week" considering how perfect of a show it was. All four matches delivered, three titles were up for grabs, one of them changed hands in the main event, we got a Royal Rumble announcement, and the ratings were through the roof. Plus, it was Christmas. What more could you possibly ask for?
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt vs. Randy Orton: Most people would probably put this in the "Low Points" section, but I actually enjoyed it. In fact, this just may have been the best Inferno match WWE has ever done. They stayed true to the stipulation, brought the intensity, and having the fire where the fans would normally be was a smart call. I mean, how could I not praise this after Wyatt ate an RKO while on fire? The post-match stuff was over-the-top, yes, but it's what I'd expect from The Fiend.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens: Both bouts these two had this week were fantastic, so I figured I'd lump them into one "Highlight". The TLC match featured a ton of crazy spots, and although I wasn't enamored with the inference from Jey Uso, it made sense with the story they're telling at the moment. The Steel Cage rematch on SmackDown was also great. Uso factoring into the finish again must mean that a third match is going to happen at the Royal Rumble next month.
· Sasha Banks vs. Carmella: Carmella has never been known for being stellar in the ring, but to her credit, she's stepped up her game throughout her feud with Banks and that was once again evident at TLC. Banks was always my pick to win, but some of Carmella's nearfalls down the stretch were suspenseful enough to make me think a title change was coming. I'd definitely be down for a rematch if WWE chooses to continue this feud.
· Randy Orton and Alexa Bliss: The fallout from Orton basically burning The Fiend alive at TLC was one of the best parts of Raw on Monday night. Bliss had been absent from Raw for weeks, so it was nice to see her return and in creepy fashion with the playground set. I figured TLC would be the blow-off for their feud, but I understand WWE wants to keep both men busy through Royal Rumble. The Fiend coming back from being burned alive should surprise no one.
· Sami Zayn vs. Big E: I thought WWE would wait a little longer to have Big E defeat Zayn for the Intercontinental Championship, but I guess not. That said, I had no problem with it happening on the Christmas edition of SmackDown, especially with it being the main event and the celebration he received afterward. It was one of the better Lumberjack matches I've seen in recent memory. Hopefully Big E gets a meaningful run with the title this time around.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Jey Uso: Bryan and Uso have had a terrific series of matches these past few months and their latest encounter was their best yet. I really commend WWE for building up Uso as a credible singles star. He beat Bryan back in October, so seeing as how he attacked him beforehand, he could have believably beaten him again here. Bryan also announced that he'll be partaking in the men's Royal Rumble and now he's my new favorite to win it all.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. Drake Maverick and Killian Dain: Aside from the fact that there were tags for some reason, this was way more of a Street Fight than whatever the hell that main event on Raw was. All four guys beat the holy hell out of each other and made excellent use of the stipulation. I'm glad Maverick and Dain ditched the comedy stuff for one week and they looked good in defeat. I'm looking forward to seeing who will be next to challenge the champs.
· Rhea Ripley vs. Dakota Kai: Ripley and Kai have worked well together on multiple occasions both in NXT and NXT UK and this was no exception. Kai defeated Ripley the last time they faced off, but this was Ripley's chance to avenge that loss and get back to her winning ways. They got the time they deserved and had the match they were capable of. Now, Ripley looks to take out Raquel Gonzalez in what should be a grueling Last Woman Standing matchup at New Year's Evil.
· Mercedes Martinez attacks Io Shirai: Following her abrupt disappearance from RETRIBUION, it was rumored that Martinez had opted to return to NXT and I couldn't be happier that she did. She made an immediate impact in her first appearance back by ambushing the NXT Women's Champion. I still think it should be Shirai vs. Toni Storm for the title at New Year's Evil, but maybe Martinez will get the next shot after her. Either way, the women's division is even stronger now.
This Week's Low Points
· Jon Huber passes away: Whether you knew him as Luke Harper in WWE or as Brodie Lee in AEW, there can be no doubt that the world lost a great one this weekend. His passing was so sudden that I think everyone is still in disbelief over it. The amazing stories coming out about him and the positive impact he left on everyone have been heartwarming to read but incredibly sad at the same time knowing he leaves behind a wife and two kids. Rest in peace, Jon.
· Raw mic work: Almost all of the promos from Raw this week, at least in the first hour of the show, were so bad that I decided to put them together as one "Low Point". Seriously, the scripted promos in WWE need to stop. Dana Brooke and Mandy Rose making Christmas jokes was cringe-worthy, the Nightmare After TLC stuff was stupid, and Riddle's promo in particular was garbage. These talents are suffering from being over-scripted and it's making the shows almost unbearable to watch.
· Drew McIntyre, Sheamus and Keith Lee vs. AJ Styles, The Miz and John Morrison: Although this was a super solid six-man tag team main event on the whole, I got excited when it was announced as being a Street Fight but was then disappointed when they didn't deliver on the stipulation. It was a pretty basic match and only at the very end did they use some of the stuff surrounding ringside. They shouldn't have even bothered labeling it a Street Fight.
· Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke: Props to WWE for trying to rebuild its women's tag team scene, but I just don't care. It seemed like Rose and Brooke were next in line to challenge for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship before TLC, but now that Jax and Baszler are no longer the champions, Rose and Brooke don't belong in the title picture and this loss doesn't change that. It was a decent albeit completely forgettable match.
· Asuka and Charlotte Flair vs. Lacey Evans and Peyton Royce: You can pretty much take what I said in the previous paragraph and apply it here. Asuka and Flair are a makeshift team and clearly are not long for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship. Evans and Royce are even more of a makeshift team because they don't have much chemistry. Thus, this match did nothing for me despite being well-wrestled for the most part.
· Ricochet vs. T-Bar: Another week, another pointless match pitting Ricochet against a member of RETRIBUTION. Ricochet has fallen far in 2020 and his latest loss further exemplified how underutilized he's been on the Raw roster. Apparently the story is that he's considering joining RETRIBUTION, and while a complete character overhaul is definitely in order for him, I don't think that's the answer. Plus, RETRIBUTION aren't getting any more over despite their recent string of wins.
· Jaxson Ryker vs. Gran Metalik: This served its purpose in giving Ryker an enhancement win, but Ryker is going to have to do more than beat a former member of The Lucha House Party to get people invested in his character. He got himself in hot water with some of the stuff he said on Twitter earlier this year and I'm not sure if him being paired off with Elias is going to change that. As expected, Elias' recent rivalry with Jeff Hardy did nothing to get him higher on the card.
· Adam Cole vs. Velveteen Dream: Not only was this a match we've seen several times in 2020, it wasn't exciting enough to be positioned as the main event of Wednesday's show. It was perfectly fine from an in-ring standpoint, but Dream does absolutely nothing for me at this point. He's simply spinning his wheels and I have no desire to see him in the main event. As for Cole, I'm interested to see what's next for him and if he'll cost Kyle O'Reilly the NXT Championship at New Year's Evil.
· Timothy Thatcher vs. Leon Ruff: The booking of Thatcher in NXT has been highly questionable, to say the least. He doesn't lose nearly as often as Dream, but he definitely loses whenever it matters most. Hell, this match meant nothing and he still lost. This should have been a simple squash for him and somehow he came out unsuccessful. I realize Ruff is contending for the NXT North American Championship next week, but Thatcher has zero momentum going into the Fight Pit.
