WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER VS. LUKE HARPER - RAW, DECEMBER 22
There were a handful of matches to choose from, and to be honest, all of them were equally excellent. There was a lot of entertaining in-ring action on this week's Raw and there's several viable candidates for the latest Match of the Week, but I had to go with Dolph Zigger vs. Luke Harper for the Intercontinental Championship. We've seen these two clash a total of five times over the last month, but somehow, their matches never seem to get old. What I liked most about their latest encounter was how the similar the story was to the first time they faced off when Harper initially won the Intercontinental title. There were several points throughout the contest where I thought Harper could actually capture the gold, but Ziggler battled back and eventually overcame the former Wyatt Family member to maintain his possession of the prestigious prize. If this was the end of the line for this feud, they went out on a high note. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER
Bray Wyatt and Roman Reigns are both on fire right now, but there is arguably no Superstar that is riding a bigger wave of momentum going into the new year than Dolph Ziggler. Everything's been going his way since winning the main event of Survivor Series last month and effectively putting The Authority out of power. He regained the Intercontinental Championship in a killer match in his hometown at TLC last Sunday before successfully retaining the gold against former champ Luke Haper this week on Raw. That wasn't all, however, as Ziggler teamed with Reigns in the main event of Friday's SmackDown to defeat the duo of Seth Rollins and Big Show. Will 2015 truly be the year of Dolph Ziggler? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, DECEMBER 22
I know may be in the minority on this one, but I'm always a sucker for the annual Christmas shows from WWE. They're always so much fun for a Christmas "mark" such as myself. They're the drizzling shits for everyone else. While this year's Christmas Raw did feature some holiday silliness, it was kept to a minimum. The rest of the show was filled out with a handful of great matches and rematches from last week's TLC pay-per-view. Most of the featured feuds are reaching their respective ends anyway, so I didn't feel as if they were giving away PPV quality matches for free. John Cena, Seth Rollins, Dolph Ziggler, Luke Harper, Dean Ambrose and Bray Wyatt all deserve credit for making Monday's Raw one of the more entertaining episodes in recent memory. Heck, even Roman Reigns and Big Show didn't have a bad match. It has me excited for what's to come in 2015, so here's hoping WWE can capitalize on the momentum. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· John Cena vs. Seth Rollins: Are these two even capable of having a bad match together? I didn't think so, either. The Tables and Steel Cage stipulations were fun and all, but I feel like Cena and Rollins have their best matches when it's a straight-up singles match, and that's exactly what this was. Granted, there was some interference from J&J Security, but it was limited. Cena and Rollins had a highly enjoyable opener and I didn't have much of a problem with Cena going over clean here. Was this the blow-off to the feud or can we expect more gems from Cena and Rollins going into the new year?
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: Another really entertaining match from Ambrose and Wyatt. They're the exact opposite of Cena and Rollins. They can work a good singles match, but their best matches since TLC have had stipulations attached to them. I also didn't mind how their match carried a Christmas theme (come on, you have to admit the Miracle on 34th Street Fight name is pretty clever). There were a lot of cool spots and whatnot, but the only thing that bothered me about the match was Wyatt going over... again. It's getting to the point where it's doing damage to Ambrose. When do the fans start to perceive him as a loser after losing so many high-profile matches?
· Hulk Hogan: It's always a treat to see Hogan and he had a lot of fun in the role of general manager for Raw and SmackDown this week. The crowds loved him and it was refreshing to see him mix it up with the current members of the roster for once. Far too often does WWE bring him in to promote something and never interact with the Superstars.
· Piper's Pit: Much like Hogan, I enjoy Piper whenever he makes the occasional appearance on WWE TV and he had a nice showing here. He didn't cut a home run of a promo that we've seen from him in the past, but this also wasn't a train wreck of a segment, either, so it served its purpose. Piper's verbal exchange with Lana was kept short and sweet before Rusev and Ryback brawled much to the delight of the crowd.
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: My expectations were fairly low for this match, so I was very impressed with how it ended up being handled. It was kept rather brief which was probably for the better considering the styles of the two behemoths. Reigns got the upper hand with the count-out victory and it saves the full match between them for later down the line (as long as they're not the last two in the Royal Rumble match). Smart booking all around.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks: I would rank their last Takeover clash slightly above this encounter, but this was still a very good match. Of course, it was the only match on this week's edition of NXT, but they closed out the episode on a high note with some exceptional action from two of the brightest stars in NXT. I look forward to where both of them go from here.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Fandango vs. Jack Swagger: Wasn't Swagger contending for the United States Championship all of two weeks ago? I guess they make Swagger seem like a threat only when he's feuding with Rusev. It was disappointing to see him relegated back to being an enhancement talent and in quick fashion at that. What's worse is that WWE expected fans to then take Swagger seriously on Main Event against Luke Harper. As for Fandango, people just don't care about this "new and improved" gimmick. I've complained about it ad nauseum before so I won't get into it here, but the lack of crowd reaction during his matches speaks volumes.
· Los Matadores vs. Gold and Stardust: I know this was designed to be holiday silliness and nothing more, but it was still a throwaway match that made me roll my eyes. I can't believe for the life of me that it's been 15 months and Los Matadores are still around. Get rid of the damn gimmick already! It's never gone anywhere, it's not currently going anywhere and it never will go anywhere. Primo and Epico are far better off just being themselves. At least I can tolerate them that way. I didn't look at this loss as a "burial" of Gold and Stardust, but it is appalling to see them lose to a comedy tag team only one month removed from being WWE Tag Team Champions.
· Adam Rose vs. R-Truth: I've been a "rosebud" from the moment the Adam Rose character debuted earlier this year, but I'm finding it harder and harder to care about him and what he does by the week. I really hope his attack on The Bunny was the last time we ever see that time on TV. Oh, and a feud with R-Truth surely won't help his case.
· The Miz vs. Jimmy Uso: I praised these two for their acting ability when this feud first started about a month ago, but it feels like they've been treading water since TLC. The two matches between Miz and Jimmy on Raw and SmackDown, respectively, felt like repeats from what they've already done. Can we get to the next chapter in this story or at least give The Usos their rightful tag team title rematch?
· Brie Bella vs. Summer Rae: This match was so bizarre. One night after losing to babyface Natalya on Raw, Brie went one-on-one with heel Summer Rae on Main Event. Wait, what? The match wasn't even that bad. It was more so the fact the live crowd didn't have any incentive to cheer for either of them. Brie's character has been so convoluted since SummerSlam that I'm wondering why so much time was spent on her over the summer in the first place.
· Big E vs. Stardust: So, following a loss to Los Matadores on Raw, was I really supposed to see Stardust as a threat? Furthermore, The New Day gimmick is still stupid. Airing their vignette again on Raw seemed pointless and it feels like a heel turn is the only thing that will salvage this stable from being a complete disaster. That has to be the direction they're headed in, right?
