Week of December 29, 2018
Match of the Week: Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Rusev: United States Championship Match - SmackDown Live, December 25
It's no secret that Shinsuke Nakamura's United States Championship reign since the summer has been incredibly underwhelming. Thus, him dropping the strap to someone else was only inevitable, and it was fitting that it happened on Rusev's birthday (Christmas) of all days. They have worked well together in the past, so it was hardly surprising that they produced yet another enjoyable affair in the main event of Tuesday's SmackDown Live. Not only were they were given a ton of time, the crowd was engaged in the action and desperately wanted Rusev to win. Thankfully for them, he did.
Superstar of the Week: Bianca Belair
Bianca Belair made quite the first impression during the inaugural Mae Young Classic tournament in 2017, and ever since then, she has been taking NXT's women's division by storm. After remaining undefeated in singles competition all year round, she was finally given a chance to prove herself in a Fatal 4-Way match on Wednesday's NXT, where the winner would advance to TakeOver: Phoenix to challenge for the NXT Women's Championship. It was an excellent outing that saw everyone shine at one point or another, but in the end, it was Belair who had her hand raised.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, December 25
With both Raw and SmackDown Live this year falling on Christmas Eve and Christmas, respectively, I assumed neither show would be worth watching. After all, they were taped one week in advance, and WWE typically doesn't put any effort into their holiday shows. Despite that, SmackDown turned out to be a treat on Tuesday night and featured the United States Championship changing hands in the main event. Elsewhere on the episode, Jeff Hardy and Samoa Joe did battle, Shane McMahon appeared on Miz TV, and Daniel Bryan beat up R-Truth, so I have no complaints whatsoever.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey vs. Natalya: I honestly wasn't expecting much out of this match, if only because Natalya does nothing for me as a character and I can't remember the last blow-away bout she had. That said, she and Rousey worked wonderfully on Raw this week when the Raw Women's Championship was on the line. The story they told was especially excellent with both ladies hesitant to put their friend away at first before getting more competitive as the contest progressed. Rousey was able to withstand the punishment and emerge with her title intact, but I wouldn't be surprised to see Natalya turn heel soon.
· Elias vs. Bobby Lashley: No, you aren't dreaming, I did mean to put this match in the "Highlights" column. I haven't cared much for this rivalry and didn't think highly of their Ladder matchup at TLC, but I'm a fan of the holiday-themed bouts WWE does every Christmas season and this Miracle on 34th Street Fight was no exception. Not only was it entertaining, Elias was also able to get a measure of revenge over his rival (as well as Lio Rush). Here's hoping Elias' clean win indicates this feud is finally over.
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Revival: I would have held off on this match for another week or two so The Revival could be built up to look like a bigger threat to the tag titles. That aside, this was a very well-wrestled matchup. It was shades of the American Alpha vs. The Revival classics from 2016 and showed just how fun tag team wrestling can be when done right. Granted, it didn't last long, but I enjoyed it for what it was. The Revival deserve more opportunities to shine and a series of matches with Roode and Gable could accomplish that (if done right, that is).
· Jeff Hardy vs. Samoa Joe: Hardy and Joe have nice in-ring chemistry together and this was a good match from them. It's still too early in the feud to deliver a decisive finish, so it was smart to have Hardy get himself disqualified by beating up Joe relentlessly at ringside. It made perfect storyline sense since Joe has been a massive thorn in Hardy's side for weeks, so that was Hardy's way of getting back at him.
· Undisputed Era vs. Heavy Machinery: It was announced last week that Heavy Machinery are on their way up to either Raw or SmackDown Live in the near future, so while the outcome was never in doubt, it was a great main event for this week's NXT. Additionally, it just might have been the best Heavy Machinery match I've ever seen. They're a terrific tandem, but it was the Undisputed Era who helped carry them to a above-average outing and the audience even bought into some of the nearfalls. Undisputed Era have been ruling the tag team ranks all year long, so I'm curious to see who will step up next to challenge them for the NXT Tag Team Championship. As for Heavy Machinery, fingers crossed they're utilized properly on the main roster.
This Week's Low Points
· Sasha Banks, Bayley and Ember Moon vs. Mickie James, Alicia Fox and Dana Brooke: Everyone who has been clamoring for women's tag team titles got their wish at long last on Christmas Eve when Mr. McMahon announced that they're on their way. Unfortunately, I don't know how practical of an idea it is. I'm sure that's why Banks and Bayley have been together for long, but if that means we're going to get more matches such as this one, then I couldn't care less about a pair of belts that will likely mean nothing. I also can't get excited over the idea of Banks and Bayley vs. The Riott Squad again. How many times have we seen that?
· Paul Heyman and Braun Strowman: Unless I'm mistaken, I believe we haven't seen Heyman on WWE TV since Brock Lesnar regained the Universal Championship at Crown Jewel in early November. Thus, his first appearance on Raw in nearly two months should have packed a punch. Instead, it fell flat. I appreciated his approach with the Silent Night parody, but WWE will need to do a lot more than that to get fans invested in Lesnar vs. Strowman at the Royal Rumble. Strowman interrupting him wasn't terribly thrilling, either.
· Heath Slater vs. Jinder Mahal: For those who may have forgotten (and I wouldn't blame you in the slightest if you did), Mahal is a former WWE Champion. He spent his Christmas Eve facing Heath Slater, and losing by disqualification. I can't think of too many people who have fallen farther in the span of one year than him. On the bright side, Rhyno returned to Raw and is apparently been rehired to the roster (Baron Corbin "fired" him a few weeks back). This wasn't a major "Low Point," but it felt like a waste of time and could have happened in a backstage setting.
· The Usos and Luke Gallows & Karl Anderson vs. The Bar and SAnitY: WWE seemingly wants to get Gallows & Anderson and SAnitY back into the tag team title mix, but it will be tough to get both tandems over at once, especially when they're wrestling each other in multi-man matches. Gallows & Anderson picked up the victory and will likely be next in line to vie for the championship, but I'm curious what will happen when they lose.
· Jaxson Ryker vs. Mitch Taverna: I'm not shocked whatsoever that The Forgotten Sons have already been forgotten about by fans, but Ryker could still break out as a singles star. He was extremely generic during his time in TNA, but perhaps his NXT stint will be different. So far, he has been dominant, but nothing he did in this match impressed me. What was weird about it was that there wasn't any commentary whatsoever. I was wondering if that was a botch or if it was intentional. Either way, it was awkward, and seeing Ryker beat a dude up for several minutes without the commentators putting him over was strange, to say the least. If you couldn't already tell, I struggled to find many "Low Points" from WWE TV this week, so this was mainly a case of me nitpicking.
