Week of December 5, 2020

Match of the Week:
AJ Styles vs. Keith Lee vs. Riddle (Raw, November 30)
This Triple Threat between three of Raw's finest determined the number one contender to Drew McIntyre's WWE Championship at TLC later this month. Any one of them could have realistically won and thus the uncertainty surrounding the outcome added to its excitement. AJ Styles, Keith Lee and Riddle all worked wonderfully together and put together a super fun bout. Ultimately, it was The Phenomenal One who secured the clean victory to punch his ticket to TLC. I liked how Styles pinned Riddle and that Lee was made to look great in defeat. Needless to say, I'm looking forward to the future interactions these skilled Superstars are bound to have.
Superstar of the Week:
Roman Reigns
SmackDown has undoubtedly improved in quality these past few months, and that can largely be attributed to the heel rise of Roman Reigns. The blue brand is essentially "The Roman Reigns Show" at this point and that was once again evident on Friday night when he verbally obliterated Jey Uso before physically obliterating Kevin Owens later on in the night. His character is damn-near untouchable at the moment, both on the mic and in the ring. I'd digging the dynamic he has with Uso and, better yet, I have no idea where their storyline is going. Evil Reigns is the best Reigns.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, December 4
Monday's Raw was a mixed bag as always, and although I enjoyed NXT this week, there wasn't anything overly exciting about the episode. Not even Friday's SmackDown was a home run of a show, but the stuff with Roman Reigns, Jey Uso and Kevin Owens as well as the Pat Patterson tributes throughout the night made it the "Show of the Week". I thoroughly enjoyed the six-man tag team match, the Carmella and Sasha Banks exchange was well done, and multiple matches were made official for the TLC pay-per-view. I didn't care for Bayley vs. Natalya or Murphy vs. King Corbin, but it was a pretty solid show all things considered.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Moment of Bliss with Randy Orton: It's no secret that the Fiend and Alexa Bliss storyline has been one of the best parts of Raw in recent months and that was once again the case on Monday night. This segment was weird but in a good way, especially with how it ended. Orton being The Fiend's first feud on Raw makes sense given their history, and as invested as I've been in the angle so far, I'm skeptical that their match at the TLC pay-per-view will be worth it.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Elias: I haven't been a fan of this feud on the whole, but I'd be lying if I said a Symphony of Destruction match wasn't a fitting way of wrapping it up. Not only that, but this was actually very entertaining, at least in my opinion. They made excellent use of the weapons surrounding ringside and that final Swanton Bomb (which definitely reckless) was a hell of a spot. Fingers crossed this marked the conclusion of their rivalry.
· Drew McIntyre and Sheamus vs. The Miz and John Morrison: This wasn't a barn burner of a bout by any means, but I put this in the "Highlights" column because it was super cool seeing McIntyre and Sheamus team up knowing their history and friendship. I'm sure they loved it as well and you could tell they were having fun. I'm glad that friendship is being established because Sheamus inevitably turns on McIntyre, likely around Royal Rumble season to set up a match for that event.
· Daniel Bryan, Big E and Rey Mysterio vs. Sami Zayn, Shinsuke Nakamura and Dolph Ziggler: With all six of these Superstars being former Intercontinental Champions, this was billed as a Pat Patterson Tribute match and is an automatic "Highlight" for that alone. Even the original Intercontinental Championship belt that Patterson held was at ringside. The action was entertaining and Bryan beating Zayn presumably sets him up as his next challenger.
· Shotzi Blackheart vs. Raquel Gonzalez: I complained last week that NXT was needlessly doing Ladder matches on TV even though an advantage in WarGames was on the line. Other than that, this was a superb main event on Wednesday night. Both of these women have come a long way this year. Blackheart winning was a pleasant surprise seeing as how the heels almost always get the WarGames advantage, so that was a refreshing change of pace.
· Pat McAfee promo: CM Punk tweeted this week that the rest of the NXT talent should be embarrassed that McAfee is the best talker on the roster. I don't know about "embarrassed," but McAfee is absolutely one of the strongest promo guys on the show right now. He rips into the audience like a pro and is such a natural heel. Regardless of the result of his match against Undisputed Era at WarGames, I hope he's around for the long haul because he's been a blast.
This Week's Low Points
· Pat Patterson passes away: This is such a huge loss to the wrestling industry. Of course, Patterson will be remembered by most for being the first-ever Intercontinental Champion and the brainchild behind the Royal Rumble match, but he contributed so much more to the business than just that. I actually had a chance to meet him in May 2019 at a meet-and-greet and he was every bit as kind as you'd expect him to be. Much like the rest of the legends we've lost this year, he'll be greatly missed.
· Asuka and Lana vs. Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax: Although Asuka has helped Lana beat the WWE Women's Tag Team Champions two weeks in a row on Raw, it's clear that the focus is on Lana and not the Raw Women's Champion. Asuka vs. Baszler should have been a very easy feud for WWE to book for the title, but Baszler has never meant less after being pinned by Lana on Monday night. It's sad to see how she's fallen from her NXT days to now.
· Ricochet vs. Slapjack: I never had high hopes for Ricochet's rivalry with RETRIBUTION, but I was happy it at least got him back on Raw in a regular role. Following his pinfall loss to Slapjack this past week, I'm starting to think Ricochet would be better off on Main Event. Seriously, what a stupid decision. I know the rest of RETRIBUTION got involved here, but so did Dana Brooke, and not even that was enough for Ricochet to defeat the former Shane Thorne. He's reached a new low.
· Dana Brooke vs. Reckoning: Speaking of Brooke, she took on Reckoning in what was Reckoning's first match as a member of the Raw roster. It was whatever, but the real reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because Reckoning lost. That's surely not a positive sign for her future. On the bright side, it appears the plan may be to break her away from the group. Mia Yim's stock plummets further and further the longer she's in RETRIBUTION.
· Bayley vs. Natalya: The booking of this bout should have been simple. Bianca Belair beat Natalya last week, so Bayley should have done the same before they eventually go one-on-one. Instead, she tapped out. Did you know that Bayley hasn't won a single match since SummerSlam? How the hell does that happen to the longest-reigning SmackDown Women's Champion of all-time? Belair defeating Bayley won't mean as much knowing how much Bayley has lost lately.
· Murphy vs. King Corbin: Unsurprisingly, this winds up in the "Low Points" column for the second straight week, and again not for the in-ring work. It was fine for what it was, but the issue was with how much interference there was at ringside with the Mysterio family and the returning duo of Wesley Blake and Steve Cutler. I like the idea of them becoming Corbin's new henchmen (as Corbin's act has been stale for months), but this Murphy-Mysterio stuff doesn't do them any favors.
